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| Thong MALE, BE 
nern 
1iyme in 


| |boke, entitled tf ae 
. lie, — n ſcife 
| b to ſet fooꝛih no wiſe⸗ 


thought in 


the autour therof, dclited to 
mocke men, in callyng it one 
hyng,and.ueaupug an other, , To this J anſwere, 
that Folie.(nall potnctꝭ is not (as I take it) ſo üranng 
28 at that dir name mate wel be abldden, aſlong 
we oz nill we, the will be ſure to beare a ſtroke. 
— of our doyugs: how ſo euer a certaine ſecte 
en all things. that fully ſquare 
en, yea thelle! blinde in this, 
omen errours and intpꝛmiters of 

pt fd en benen bꝛe⸗ 
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Jeoulde: not ſo much to pleaſe 
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artt what moze vnſittyng than in 
Nava fates aac nenbynamer)nohieherel, 

ke —— . noted fo; thep2 trade of 
the ow 4 delerueth but 
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TO THE READER, 


onelp my meaning is ſuche, as Eraſmus in this books 
ſhall exp:eſſe fo; vs bothe . He of his modeſtee is con- 
tent to ſet no great face vpon it. no woulde be noted to 


Folie ſhoulde bee a goddeſle : who befoze all kyndes of 
men bled as to a ſermon choulde declare how ma⸗ 
ny benefites they recepne at hir handes, and how-with- 
out hir atteſſe, nothyng in this life is delectable, com- 
modious, oz tollerable vnto vs, no not our owne life. 
This bꝛaue boſt might well come from Folie: and ſe - 
pnge that wyſer men are wont to take in woozth what 
is fated by a foole, therfoze is Eraſmus alſo the bolder 
to put that tale in Folies mouth, which vnder an other 
perſon he would haue made moze turteſie to bane ſpo⸗ 
ken. Do what extuſe he — , theſame'Jrequ 
mate ſerne fo; me: that thing? ſpoken 5 
Folie, maie be euin ſo tahen, and not w2eftled to any 
ter ſence 0zerneſt applitation. Foz ſureꝭy it the trab⸗ 
pedſt men that be, are wont to take a fooles w: | 
fn ſpozte, fo; feare left others mpght recken they wu 
not wynthe without a galled batke : Than how mathe 
moꝛe ts a domine booke wzitren generally tobe rink 
withall? namely where the title pzetendeth no grauy⸗ 
tee, but rather a tope to tere laughter, without offence 
in the booke if the reader bꝛinge none offence 
Foz than truely he maie chaunre to ſeg his ownr image 
moꝛe line iy deſcribed than in any peintted table. | 
But if that wales he miſline the defozmite ol his toun⸗ 
terfaite, 


TO THE READIE 


terfaite, let him mache moze miſiyhe to bee ſuche one 
in derde. And ſeeyng the vices of dur daies are ſus 
che as cannot enough be ſpoken agapnſte, what knowe 
we; if Eraſmus in this booke thought good betweene 
game and erneſt to rebuke the ſame ? And chlefely to 
. perſwade (if it might be) acertaine tontentation in e- 
uery man, to holde him agreede with ſuche lotte and 
tate of ttuinge, as axiſetꝭ to him : m whiche pur⸗ 
pole was J alſo ſooneſt moved to engliſhe it, to the end 
that meane men of baſer wittes and condicion; might 
baue a manercoumfszt and ſatiſfaction in theim ſeltes. 
An as aꝝ theheigh god, who made vs all of one 
ea -natheleſſe choſen ſome to rule; and moꝛe to 
ſerue . u erat ſomuche lacketh that the intertours 
Moulde repine, as rather ſet in the meaner degrer, they 
ſhouive thanke god the moꝛe: without aſpiring ts thin⸗ 
ges about theyz reache, which ſhoulde dzaw moze trou- 
ble and-peciiles , than it᷑ chep-abſteigned therfro, and 
gaue place to others, who had greatter giftes of God, 
and were ralled by auctozttee ofthey; inte oz coun- 
trey to weive the ſame Fozſurely,, yt a man of the 
poozrr ſozte,whoſe eyes is vaſed in beholdyng the fap:e 
gtoſſe of wealth and felititre, whichethe Cate of a great 
loꝛde oꝝ connſationr in a-commen wealth voocth oute- 
wardly repzeſent, and tnwardly marke the trauaples, 
taxes, and anxieters, whiche ſuche one is dztuen to ſus 
ſe-gne(dopng as he ought to dooe) in ſeruyng his ma 
ſter atidconn'rep,wherbphe isnothinge lelle than hys 
dime mannew.J belenzhe would not muche enuy his 
ſtate, noꝛ choſe to thaunge tondictons of lyłe with hym, 
3 1 1 
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TOTHE READER . 


though fools (as Folie talteth tbeun) wat ir ta late 
vulgare falke, are thoſe that vnwittpfg of td ei ttea/ 


ſute, dose iu dtede enioie thta ſweete quietneſle; ard 
greatieſt gaod taurne. And watyng this foolithe bone 
alter this (ence; I wene a pzofite alſa mais arife there- 
thꝛough to thereaders,beſives the delectacion,bepng io 
pichthepleatant as it is. FozagEraſaiustmnilbes 
wos ꝛues '(yonceth al a liuciꝝ quitun eie, ann fpareth 
3 —— 
where he mate ſnatche 

ted ſententrs : ſ in tdis 'booke, treatynge ot᷑ ſuthe a 
Theme, aud vnder ſuche g perlon he npeneth all hig 
bowget: A0 far laozthtas by the lndgianent) of many 
learned men. he neuer ſhewed moze artmeanitte in 


ny the graueſt booke he wote, than in this. bjspzapſe of 
Folie — — — 


keth Folie to {peakeat anden without ſparyng of any , 
eſtate of men: but pet indiſter ent eares wilthearethetr - 


taultes pacientely, aſtong as they maie choſe, whether 


they will tale the faulte vpon. thetm aꝝ not : rs 
knowne tobe thoſe; whom folie natet. ut tuin 
this franknefle of Folies tauntyng I haue pꝛeſumed in 
ſome pointtes to ptche to the heſte: namelꝑ in to oʒ 
thꝛe plates, whiche the learned trader tomparyng with 
the latine boke, mate eaſily pert eiue. how either I haus 
ſupped over a line aʒ twa, m taſed the ſowne ſent ol 
the latme with ſome manerlier engliſhe worde, voher ⸗ 
in A thoſe raibea i | 
tour, - 


| 
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TO THE READER 


tour, than otherwyſe to touthe thynges, whiche were 
better vnſaped, aſlong as it hurted not the grace ot it e 
boke though they were omitted. Eikt wyle in all my 
tranſlation J haue not peined mp ſelfe to tender wo;de 

fo; woozde, noꝛ pꝛeuertze ſoꝛ pꝛouetbe, u berot mas 

ny be greke, ſuch as haue no grace in aur toung, 
but rather markpng the ſence. J applied it 
to the phzaſe of our engliſhhe. And 
where the pzouerbes would take |, 
no engliſhe pzouerbes of like 

waight in their places, 
w hiche mate be 

thought by 

fome 

tunnyng tranſlatours a deadly tine. ut 

I ficke not foz all that, in this feoliſhe 
booke to ble mine owne fooliſhe 
caſte. And if u be miſlt- 
ed J pale not greats 

ly though I loſe 

the pꝛaiſc of 

tip Fo- 

ue. 
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To trifals 
better eare 
geuen then 
to graucr 
Matters. 


"THE PRAICY 


as J apeared, ge ad beganne to/lgke'vp luffly « So, 
what thynge thets tunnyng Nhetoziciens foz all they: 
Longe, and fozepenned ozacions can hardly bzing about 
I meane fa dꝛiue care, and penſiueneſſe out ok the hea⸗ 
rers myndes) that haue I with my onelp loke, and pꝛe⸗ 
lente att And now pe ſhall wie, to what 
eutent at this tyme, "in this ſo ffraunge an apparell, J 
am tome bl p4dacs: vou: vpon condition pe will 
not thinke muche to beſtowe on me pour eares a while, 
I meane not thoſe eares that yecarie with you to ſere 
mons, but thoſe pe geue to plaiers, to ieſters,ar;d to foo 
les. Pea thoſe (hardly) whcrwith my friende Midas 
whilom herkened ta the rurall god Pan, in pzeferryng 
his ruſtitall ſonge » befoze Apollos farre fiver Melo- 
die. Foz I purpoſe aſeaſon to betome a Sophiſte;mt- 
fake me not J-pzaie vou, as if J ſaids £ opt.ifter, ſus 
the as now a dziue into childers head?, certayne 
tangled tr with moze tban womens ftubbournefſe 
and ſtaldyng in their dilputations . But J meane the 
other, who to the end they might ſhonne that yꝛeſum - 
pfuous name sf Sophi oz wiſemen, did rather take vs 
pan them to be.called Sophiſtes, hole ſtudꝝ and pz5s 
feſſion if was, to aduaunce,anvſet t foozth in their wat- 
tyngẽ the pzaiſes bothe of the Gadd?, and of men alſo, 
ſuche as were famous and wozthies here in eartb. Ye 
ſhall here therefo:e the pꝛaiſe ſet footh, not of Hercu- 
les, naz yet of Solon, but rather of mine owne ſelfe, 
That is to late of Folie. Jn whicbe point. a frawe 
fo; all theſe cankerd philoſophers, and ſages, who ſale 
it is a mole outragious ſolle and pzeſumpcion,fo2 one 
fo pꝛaiſe him lelte. Foz trulp let t;em make it 15 
< Uttyg 


Of: FOLIEG 7 
tifſe a parte as they lyſte, ſolonge as they tan not des 


be moe apt 02 better ſittyng, than dame Foly to pꝛaiſe 
hir ſelfe, and be hir owne trumpet : Foz who tan liue⸗ 
lier deſtriue me, then J my ſelle? Ulnles perhaps ſome 
be better acquainted with me, then I mp ſelfe am. Hot 
withſtandynge, euen this my ſelfepzapſe (as me ſee» 
meth) J mate well take vp6 me with a moze ſhamelaſt 
grate, than to do as commenlp theis great, and learned 
men vle, who ſuboꝛne ſome gloſyng oꝛatour, oz vaine 
ſpoken poete, hyꝛed alſo feʒ mede, to dilate and blafte 
foozth they? pzaiſes, o2 (rightlier to ſay) peintted lies, 
And pet ſhall one of thole ſhametaſt, maideniy men not 
Kicke than to diſplate his pecockes fethers , and rowſe 
bim ſelfe , whylys ſuche ſhameles flacters doe goe as 
bout to make him, being a man leſſe woꝛth thã naught 
toequalli pet vnto the Gods, in blaſonnyng hin koz 4 
paragonne, and abſolute examble ot al maner vertues, 


from which he knoweth him leite to be as farre wpve; | 


as from hence to the man in the moone. Namelp wht- 
les thoſe gloztous gloſers woulvedecke the crow with 
other burds kethers, oꝛ peyne theim to waſſhe away a 
Moztons blatkneſſe, oz labour ofa ſelp fiy to make an 
Elephante. Fo: ſhozte, J folowe in this pointte the 
common pꝛouerbe, whiche ſaieth, that he male rightly 
pꝛaiſe him ſelte, whom none other bodie will. All bee 
it to ſaie the trueth. J tan not but meruaile at mens 
ingratitude ( chuld J call it) oʒ negugente ⁊ that where 
with one aſſent they all ſo frankelp dooe obſerue me, 
and gladly peruſe mp commoditees,yet hath not one of 
theim,now ſo many * of yeres paſſed, vnder 
| wa 


taken 


nie it to be tongruent. And what (J pate you) mate 


Ozatours 


— 
nf — 


The vaine 
gloric of 
letned me. 
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Tu PRAISE 


unn wuülh lame thanke full ozacion to ſet foo: the the 
pzaiſes of me Folie, where as ſome of thepm haue 


not wanted, who with ſolemne Fyles, and muche lofle- 


of ſlepe and candell,ſhewed atleaſt their folie, what e- 
uer their mattier was, in commendar(on, ſome of this 


notable tyꝛaune, ſome of that, ſome in pꝛaiſe of the fe- 
uer quartayne, others in ſettyng foozth what commo - 


ditees boe in a flie, in baldneſſe, oz ſuche lyke hatefull 
thyngs. But at my band ye ſhall heare an vnadviſed, 
and ſodeyne tale tolde, thoughe ſo muche perhaps the 


truer, ushiche J woulde not pe ſhoulde thynke were 
ſaide ot᷑ me fo: a tolour, to aduaunte ther by the rypes 


neſle of my wytte, as commonly theſe lerned men do. 
vo ho puttynge foozth (as pe knowe) ſome boke moꝛe 
than whole rx. wynters had in cullyng, ve and that 
fometymes none ot their owne dopng, will ſweare pet, 
that they made it hut fo2:a retreation of their grauer 
udies, oz rather as faſt as penne toulde renne. Foz 
truly it hath euer beſt lyked me to ſpeake ſtreight what 
ſo euer laie on my tounges ende. But this, to the ende 
ve loke nat foz it, J doe warne pe of aſoꝛe hande, that 
I in no wiſe will, actoꝛdynge to theſe tommon Sophi⸗ 
fers and Khetoziciens maner.go about to ſhew by dif 
finicton what J am, and muthe leſſe vſe any diuiſion: 
In as muche as J holde bothe the one and the other 
loꝛ bnluckie tokens, eyther to comp:chende hir, vnder 
a ter tapne ende, oꝛ limite. whoſe influence ſtretcheth fo 
vntuerſallp, oz eis to diuide hir, in whoſe obſeruannce 
all men dode ſo wholy conſent , And yet J tan not tell 
to what purpoſe it ſhulde ſerue. to cepꝛeſent a tertaine 


ſhadowe, oz image ol my ſelle, where as pzeſently — 
7 iz m 


OF FOLIK 


maſediſcerne-me with your eies. Foꝛ Jam here (as 
pe lee) the diſtributrix and dealer of all filicitee, nay 


med Mogis i Greecke, in Lattae Stultitia, in Engliſhe 


Folie. But ape, what neded me to vtter thus muche 7 
9s if J bare not lignes enough in my face, and coun- 
tinaunte, what man er perſon J am: ©; as if ſome one 
tontendyng that J were Minerua, oz Sophia, myght 
not ſtraight with my onelp loke be conkuted, though J 
helde my talke, whiche is no liyng myꝛronr of the min; 
des diſpoſicion. Foz in me (pe mult thpnke) is no place 
fo: ſettyng of colours as J can not ſate one thynge, and 
thonke an other: but on all ſpdes J dooe reſemble my, 
ſeife . So tgat not ſo muche as they can diſſ:mble me, 
who take vpon theim moſt ſemblante of wiſdome, and 
walke lyke Aſes in £pons ſkynnes . That althougbe 
they counterfeite what they can, pet on ſome ſyde their 
longe eares pearyng fooꝛth, doe diſtouer them to come 
of Midas pzogente. The vnkyndeſt kynde of men li⸗ 


upng, who bepng in deede the verſe ſfanderdbearers ol 


mp bande, woulde ſeeme pet afoze folke to be ſo aſha⸗ 


med ol my name, as not ſeldome they caſt it in others 


teeth koꝛ a great repꝛoche. Suche men therfoze, that 
in deede are archdoltes, and woulde be taken pet foꝛ ſa⸗ 
ges and philoſophers , mate J not aptely calle theim 
fooleloſophers ? Foz as in this behalke J haue thought 
good to bozowe a littell of the Nhetoziciens of theſe 


Foly diſ⸗ 
ſcmblcd, - 


Obſcurite 
and aftcc; 
tacion of 


dates, who plainely thinke them ſelues demygod?, if ere. 


lpke hozfleches they canſhew two tounges,J meane to 
mingle their wzttings with wozds ſought out of ſtr ige 
langages,as if it were alonelp thpng foz thiem to pou- 
de wy bokes with won. texmes,although per- 


 thaunce 


THE PRAISE 
thaunte as bnapfly applyed, as a gold ringe in a ſowes 


noſe . That and if they want ſuche farre fetched voca- 
bles, than learthe they out of ſome rotten Pamphlet - 
foure oꝛ fpue diſuſed wooꝛdꝰ of antiquitee, therewith 
fo darken the ſence vnto the reader, to the ende, that 
who ſo vnderſtaydeth theim, maie repute him ſelfe fog 
moze cunnynge, and littarate: and who ſo dooethnof, 
ſhall ſo much the rather pet eſfeeme it to be ſome high 
mattier, becauſe it paſſeth his learnyug. Foz this is 
truelp not the leaſt ot my pleaſant p:operfees, to make 
men euer ſet moſt ſtoze by ſtraunge and outlandyſche 
thyng? , So that ſome be of ſuche valnegloztouſneſſe 
as. whan they can leaſt ſkyll therof, pet will they flire, 


and nodde the head at it, and (as the Aſſe doth) wagge 


Folies fa- 
thcr. 


their earss, to make others beleue that they are depelp 
ſeene therin . And thts, is thus, But now J refourne 
to my matter. Pe haue hreade my name than ( O my 
friend?) what addition ſhall J geue pou? What: but 
my moſt foolyſhe friend? Foꝛ by what moꝛe manerly 
ſurname male the goddeſſe folie calle hir ſeruauntes, 
and altes? But now ſeing all folkes know not of what 
lynage J am deſtended, ſo helpe me the Muſes as J 
entende to declare the lame vnto pou. Mp father ther- 
fo:e was neyther Chaos, no: Orcus,noz Saturnus, 
noꝛ any other of that olde and ruſtie race of Gods, but 
Plutus the golden god of riches,ond te onely ſire of pods 
and men, though Heſhodus, Homere , pe and Iupiter 
him ſelfe ſtande neuer ſo ffly agapnſf me. At whole 
onelp becke as afoꝛetpmes, ſo now aiſo both holp, and 
vnholp thpng? be tourned topſet.tirote . At whoſe ar⸗ 
b{trement*wacre,peace,kyngdomes,counfailes,ſudges 

ment?, 
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ment?, aemblees, marlages, touenauntꝭ, leagues, la. 
wes, ſcientes, games, earneſt mattiers (my bꝛeath fai⸗ 


leth me) to be ſhoꝛt, all publike, and pꝛiuate doynges of 
men are admmiſtced. uoithout whoſe ayde, the whole 


route of the poetitall Godds, pea J will ſap further, 
thoſe that be the.cvoſen Godv? ſhuld either not bee at 


whom ſo he is egreued with, Pallas is not able to pꝛo⸗ 
tects him. And who ſo hath him on his ſpde, mate 
(ifitlyke him) de lie Jupiter with all his thunder. 

And ſuche a father (loe) dove J glozie in. do ho nep⸗ 
ther begatte me ol his bzaine, as Iupiter did that vna⸗ 


all, oz liue els with a meſſe of ſklender chere. That 


The force 
of monep, 


miable, ſcowlyng Godddfle Pallas, but of Y outhe, a hed, 


Nymph aboue all others moſt fapze, and goodlp.Ne; - 
ther was he (J warrant pou) at the tyme of mp keget- 
tyng clogged with the heauie yoke ol wedlocke, wher⸗ 


in Vulcane that lymphalt imiihe was bozne, but ra⸗ 
ther mired in loue (as my Homere ſaleth) whiche 1 


take to be a topulation not a litteil moꝛe pleaſant than 
the other is . Further, to the ende that ye miſfake no 
thvng, I dooe ye to wite that Plutus begatte me not in 
bis olde dates, whan he was blynde, and ſkarce able to 
goe foz age, and-goutineſſe, as the poete Ariſtophanus 
deſcriueth him: but in his pzyme peres,whan as pet he 
was ſounde,and full of hotte bloudde . but muche fuller 
of Nectar dꝛinke, whiche ſittyng at bourde with the o⸗ 
ther Godd?, he hath ſipped than by chaunce ſomewhat 
woze than engugh , Howe and it ye loke tobe inſtru⸗ 

tted alſo of mp byꝛth plate, in ſo mucbe as now a dates 
men thynke how the ep where one is boꝛne doth 
| eee vn⸗ 
| derſfany 


E 


Folies 
bizth place 


Hereby is 
ment that 
thoſe whi⸗ 
c ar bozn 
to moſte 
welthe 
pꝛoue ma⸗ 
up times 
mot folcs 


Folies 
nourſcs, 


-.. Folics 
L aids 


daughter of Pan were my nourſes. wo hom ye male ſe 
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derffande that J was bzought foozthneſther in floting 
Delos, as Apollo,noz amongs the v vauing ſeas,whers 
Venus toke hir beginnyng, noꝛ pet in holoy y rockes 
bnder ground) as was the great god Iupiter, but euen 
amidd? the Iland?, whiche of their ſinguler fertiliree 
and fruitefulneſſe, are called Fortunatæ, where as all 
thyngs growe vnſowed and bnfilled . Jn wbithe Jles 
neitber labour, noz age, noz any maner ſickneſſe rei⸗ 
gneth, no2 in the feelds there dooe either Nettels, Thi- 


 fies, Mallowes, Bzambles, Lockle; oz ſich lyke bag = 


age grow, but in ede therol ſes, Li⸗ 
lies, Baſile,Ci(olett?, and ſuch ſwete ſmellyng herbes, 
as whilom grew in Adonis gardeins, doe on all ſides 
ſatiſfie bothe the ſente, and the ſighte. Thus bozne 
in theſe delites,J beganne not my lyfe with teares, but 
ſtraight waies ſmpled ſweecely on my mother; an cul⸗ 
dent argument and token of good lucke as theſe byzth- 
lotters ſafe. Further as toncernytng mp bꝛingynge 
vp, J am not enufous that Iupiter the great god had & 
gote to bis foſtreſſe, ſepng two lo pleaſante Hympbesz 
as Pronkennes daughter vnto Bacthus,#r udenes the 


here alſo among? mp other women and handmaldes a⸗ 
bout me. vo hole names incaſe pe liſte to know. J am 
very well tontent to reherſe theim vnto you. Fo this 
mayde truely, whom pe mate brholde with bꝛowes vp⸗ 
caſte, lokynge euer as ifſhe wondꝛed at — 
called Selfeloue. This ner ſpir that fareth as if th 
red vpon vou, and tlappeth hir hand? together is Adu⸗ 
Iacion. This flonggerd, and dzowſichead, is named 
Obliuion. This than thatlrnets i on hir elbowes;claf 

| png 
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pyng hir hand? togethers, is a Laber. This ö 
— hir with the Noſe garlande on hit head, and all 

to perfamed with ſweete ſavours, is cleped V olup- 

tuouſnes. This with the rollyng and bnftedfaſte eies 
is Madnes. This other with the ſlicke ſkinne , and 
fap:e fedde bodle, is called Delicacie. As foz theſe 
two Godd?, whiche pe mate ſee alſo in the felowſhip of 
mp other traine, the one is named Belichere, the o- 
ther Soundileepe. Now if ye aſke me, what ſteds theſe 
ſtande me to:? J aunſweare, that thzoughe the truſtie 
apde of ſuche a bande as this is,J ſubdue all the woꝛld 
vnder my dominion, bearyng empire ouer emperours 
thetm ſelues. pe haue heard me thus declare vnto pou 
my lynage, my education, and my famylie. but leaſfe Folics di⸗ 
now J mpght cauſeleſſe ſeme to challenge the name ol ums opes - 
a Goddeſſe, berken pe therfoze attentiuely, with how racion. 
great commoditees Jenoue bothe goddẽ and men, and 

how largely my power ffretcheth. Foz and if a certaſne 

autour wꝛote not much amiſſe, bow this was properly the 

office of a god to do be nijite to mortall men: further, K ſuch 
haue wooꝛthily ben aſcribed to the ſenate of the gods, 
as were fpzit inuentours of wpne , ol tone, and ſuthe 
lyke commoditees fo2 3 
than rightfullp be taken , and ſet to foze Ml, who 
onelp am the geuer of all thing?, to all men v Foz firſt 
(J are) what maie be ſweter 62 moze dearer vnto pou, 
than is your life : but the oziginall ſpzinge, and planta⸗ 
clon of the ſame, whom ſhoulde pe thanke foꝛ, but me 
onelp? In as muche as neither the ſpeare of Pallas, 
ne pet the ſhield of lupiter called Aegis, is it, that en- 


gendzeth mankpnde ar 1 Iupiter, father 25 
Gods, 
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Godd? , and hinge of kyngs, w bo with bis onely becke, can 
ſhake all heauen, malt late downe his threforked thunder,s 
alſa his grimme countinaunce, wherwith whan bym 
ſeth he can make all the Godd{tv tremble, yea and 
lpke a plater mult diſguiſe him ſelle into an other per 
ſonage, incaſe he woulde dooe the thyng, that almeſte 
he alwates pactiſeth (whiche is) to gette children. As 
 gaine,amonges moꝛtall men, the Sroikes, count them 
W ſelues to be next the Gods in perfection. But bzinge 
—— me one, admitte he be foure oz five, oz (it you liſt) ſi 
ice in chil⸗ hundꝛed tymes a Stoike · and yet muſt he laie downe, 
doen get⸗ ik not his longe berde, betokenpng wiſedome, whiche 
tyng ſcrue natheles gotes haue alſo, at least (J ſate) late aſpde 
—_ put His graue, and frounyng loke, he muſt taulme, and ex⸗ 
E plane bis fozehead, he muſt caſte awate thoſe bis pꝛon⸗ 
I IykeleCons,andpzecept* of dottrine, it is J, it is J (be⸗ 
leue me) whom that-wile and ſage Stoike, muſt haue 
recourſe vnto, in taſe he woulde be a father. And wby 
thoulde J not common moze familiarly with you , ac- 
co:dynge to my euſtome ?: I pꝛap you, is it the head : 
the face : the bꝛeaſt ? the handes 20; the cares? whiche 
part? of the body are named honeſt; that endendze gods 
and men: I tro it is euen that felfe mem⸗ 
: b:e;ſo fonde, ſo fooliſſhe, as mate not without taugh- 
ter bee ſpoken ol, whiche is the onely planter ol man⸗ 
kpnde. That, is the onely fountaine, whens all i wh 

| ges receive life,a great deale ſooner than from P 
goras quaternion. As eoncernyng the — re 
is he (ſuppoſexe) woulde take in his mouthe the ſnal⸗ 
Manage, lle of wedlotke, il (actoꝛdynge as theſe wiſemen are 
— _ wonte to dooe) he choulde kyzſte caſte and recken ow 
of Folic m 
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him felfe che diſcommoditees of that trade of life 2 
D; what woman wolde pelde bnto a man, if che either 
knew, 0; thought vpon tbe perillous thzowes of thild⸗ 
bearpng, 0; trauaple of their bzingyng vp: That and 
ik pe owe pour lines to wedlocke,and wedlocke ye owe 
to my damoiſell Madnes,now-pe-male ſoone geſſe, 
what pe owe, and ſhoulde referre tome; Than who 
is the, that after one alſ1#5/ woulve eftſoones venter 
childebearyng,ne were ie ot thzoughthe entourage⸗ 
ment of Obliuion Ho not Venus hir ſeiſe (what ener 
Lucretius witeth) will deny / but that hir might in en. 
gendzure remaigneth voyde, and ol ſmalleffert,with- 
out thacteſſe of mynt ayde . $0 that to thuctude, J lap 
how of this my dzonken and riditulous game, are pꝛo- | 
create (omittyng vulgare folke) bothe graue philoſo- | 
phers, whom ſacholuccede now, as ye call monk?,and = 
purpꝛe pꝛintes, and holy pzielf?, and thaiſe holy biſhop- 
pes, at ones, all the whole route ofthe Þveticall pods,ſa 
ſwarminge,as ſkarce all beauen is able to contein the, f 
be it neuer ſo large of roume . But take it hardly foz Folie 
nothing that ye owe thus vnto me the verte ſountaine, $r0unde of 
and ſpzinge of your lyfs, incaſe whatener other rom Fe comes 
moditees ye haue theriti, J dove not pꝛoue theim alſo mans lpte. 
to pzocede of my goodnelle / Foz as touthyng tis yſte 
hece,maie it woozthtly be called a lpfe (J pzappon) if | | 
re take pleaſure and delight awate 7 dove ycu nodde 2 
vpon me - well ſaide, J wyſt there was none of you 
all ſo wyſe, oz rather ſo ſoolyſhe, nap wpſe ſooner „a 
wolde be of any other opinion. How be it, euen the te 
Tage Stoikes dove not in deede, ſo greatiy deſpiſe plea- 


Cure, as outwardly thei diſſemble, and afoze ſolꝭꝰ dooe 
Wu baite 
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Inkancie, 
Golyſhe . 


Fouth, 


do childzen, to the ende that with ſome reputation 


1p dooeth euery wight ſet it fo; warde: how diligently 


ol (traw pe) pꝛotedethj this grace of Y outhe,but of me 
dnelp : though whoſe benefite, a younge man know- 
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baſfe hir with a thouſand repꝛeues, to none other en- 
tent (J warrant you) ſaue that whan others are ra- 
ted therfro, thei than male moze at libertee enfote hir, 
But J wolde they ſhuld tell me, what any part of this 


life there is, not he auie, not vnpleaſant, not vrkeſame, 
not baſauourie,bnlegye put Pleaſure, that is to ſa ie, 
the $auls of foly 5 vnto it 2 ſoꝛ poufe wherof as J could 
alleage the ſufictent auctogitee of Sophocles , whole 
noble ſentence in my kauour, js neuer enough pꝛaiſed, 
where he ſateth, that Jo knewyng leſtth blaſpul]i Lyfe [is 
lſedde. Sa am I tontent pet fo2 your better inſtruction, 
to diſclaſe auery thyng maze particularly vnto you. 

And kyꝛſte, wha is he but will confeſſe Childhode, ths 
fir age ol man, to be maſſ gracious and acceptable vn 
to all folkꝭ : foz els, what is it inyouuge babes tyat 
we dooe kylle ſo, we doe calle, ſo, we do theryſhe lo, 
that a very enemie is moued to ſpare and ſuctour this 
age, vnleſſe it be the allurement ot Folie: whiche, na⸗ 
tures cirtu — 
pleaſure , thei might ſupple the trauaile of theyꝛ bzin- 
gers vp, and pzouoke the beneuolente of ſuche as tende 
vnto theim. The next age than that ſuctedeth hereto, 
Imeane Y outhe, bow acceptable (Ipꝛaie pon) is it 
to all folk? : how is eche enclined to it? how willyng⸗ 


dooe all men put to theyz healpyng hand? And wher⸗ 


eth leaſt, and therfoze taketh leaſt thought. Take me 


fo: n he wareth elder, beginuyng 
thꝛough 
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th:ough erperiente and diciplines toſauour ** M an- 
hode, than incontinent the floure of his beautie decat- 
eth, his myzth fadethe , his grace warxeth colbe; his 
ſtrength diminiſheth , ſo that the farther , and farther 
he is retpꝛed from me, the lelle. and loſſe he liueth,vatil 
at laſte, tedious oſde age dooe crepe vpon him, not onely 
vrkeſome to others, but hatefull alſo to him ſelte:whi⸗ 
the Olde age (on my conſcience} no moztall man wold 
endure to byde out , if J agayne takyng compaſſion of 
thepz ſo great- labours andencombzauces,did not ſom- 
what relene the ſame, That like as theſe goddẽ of the 
poetes,are wont with ſome trnaſſozmacion oꝛ likenelie 
tournynge, to ſuccour men readie toperiſthe, ſo J\alſo 


that in me lyeth) dooe reuoke ſuche aged men as are 


at deathes doꝛe, and next the pitte; backe againe vnto 
childhode ? udheruppon, not tauſeles, folk? call theim 
twyſe children, How and if ſome woulde aſke me how 
A dooe tranſfozme theim ſo, J will not hpde ſo muche 
as that from you , Foz I bzinge them to the fountaine 
ol my mayden Obliuion, called Lerhes, whiche ſpꝛin⸗ 
geth in the Iles fortunare(foz as fo2 the other that ren⸗ 
ueth though the feldes Eliſij, is but a (mall bzanche 
ol this fozmer) to —_ that as ſoone as they there 
haue dꝛonken longe foꝛgetfulneſſe of thing? paſſed,thet 
maile, by litteil and little, waſchyng awaie all the trou- 
bles and tarefulneſſes of the mynde, become thildiſſhe 
agapne. But ſome perhaps will obtecte to me, and 
ſate,that luche olde men dose dotenow, and are paſte 
they: witt?. | Pea, be as be male, pet this is euen the 
plaine retourſe vnto childhode , Foz is the ſame ought 


ET dotage, oz ignazanteꝛis it ought 
B (lf | els 
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olde age to 
Chidhode. | 


Dotage in 
olde men. 
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els in thildꝛen that deltteth yon, than their ind ilctett⸗ 
on:? Fo: who is he that would not eſchew, and abhozre, 
no leile then a monſter, a child beyng endued with man 


lyke reaſon and capacitee ? u8herunto attoꝛdeth this 
common pꝛouerbe, ] hate the chiſde, whoſe witte ripencth 
before tbe time. Oz who wold gladly ſuſte ine to haunte, 
oz kepe company with that olde man, who vnto his ſo 
longe pꝛattiſe, and experiencc in thing?, had added al- 
ſo lpke quickneſſe of the mpnde, and lyke ſharpeneſre of 
diſcourſe 7 Lonclude therfoꝛe, that old e age doteth thes 
rough my benefite, and pet pe ſee how theſe mp good 
dotard?, hall in the meane while reſte vacante and dif 
charged of all ſuche cares and anxietees „ wherewith 
wiſemen of freſher ſpꝛites are wrongen continually, + 
in the meane while become cherpſhers eche of other, 
by neyghbourly goſſippyng togethers, and table plate, 
felyng no maner tediouſneſle of this life, whiche ſkarce 
a liuelier age ſuffreth, pea and ſometime learne againe 
to ſpell a, m, o, as the olde man of Plautus dooeth, 
moſt wꝛetched, in caſe one yntch of ſound witte remat⸗ 
ned in the im, and pet th:ough mp pꝛoturement. moſfe 
happy, bepng alſo deare, and welcome to they: freends 
among? other reſpect?,foz this, that commonly they are 
vcrie pleaſant in companie, and merily beſpoken . Foz 
in Homer pe mate reade, howe out of I ſteors movthe 
there flowed weordes ſwecter than honie, wheras Achilles 
langage bited bitter, In Homer alſo Olde men leatinge 
over T10ie walles put fort de a ſwetedeſinerid vice. As to 
whtche regarde, theirs male be pꝛelerred befoze the 
berte grace of infancte, whiche ſure is muthe gracfous; 
but pet partly diſgraſed, whan it lacketh ſpeache /aud 
chattyng 
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life . Adde hereto, that olde age iopeth muche in chil-. 


dzen , and childzen lykewiſe wyll euer bee aboute olde 
folk? , Suche is nature in coupling lyke „and Lye together, 
fo: what other thing is there vnlike betwirt them: ſaut 


that Elde, is fuller of wzinclcs, and 'noumbzeth moze 


peeres : Els: their white hearts, their totheles iawes, 
leſle pꝛopoꝛtion of their bodies, mylklongynge, fum⸗ 
blynge in the mouthe, chattyng, fondneſſe, fozgetful- 
nelle, rechelouſneſſe, foz bztefe, all other condicions be 
of one degree, ſo that the nearer men apzoche to olde 
age, the nearer retourne thei to the fozme of childhode, 
till at laſte, euen lyke childꝛen, no tediouſneſſe of lyfe, 
noꝛ ſence of death felt, they depart out of this woꝛlde. 
Can anp ot you tompare now the other godd? tranſtoꝛ⸗ 
mations, this of myne : 
wateof diſpleaſure me liſteth not to reherſe: But 
whom they mofe fayour , and are pleaſed with, them 
(trow J) thet are wont to chaunge into trees, into ſou⸗ 
les, into graſhopperszye o2 ſometime into ſerpentes, as 
il it were not a.certaine kynde of periſſhpng to be alte⸗ 
red ſo into a new lykeneſſe: wheras J reduce the ſelfe 
ſame man, to the beſt, and moſt pleaſaunt parte of all 
his lpfe. That and if men had the grace to fozbeare 
quite from medlyng with wiſedome, leadyng toozth al 
thepꝛ lyfe in my ſeruite, now (J wene) there ſhoulde 
be no olde age at all, but rather they ſhoulde eniole a 
moſte happie, and continuall pouthe. Foz ſee pou not 
(I pzale pou) howe thefe wyſemen, who are geuen to 
philoſophie,oz ſome ſuche erneſt and graue ſtudie, dooe 
fo; the moſt parte ware FORTY be fully ponge 


Olde men 
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who what they dooe in 
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men: whiche bndoubtedlp cometh of cares, and ince(- 
ſcnt ſharpe trauailyng of the bzaine, by littell and litle 

ſokpnge vp the liuelp iuyte of the ſpꝛites: wheras my 
fooles on the other ſpde, be ſlucke, and ſmothe ſkinned, 
pea and well truſſed together, lyke hoglings of Acarnas = 


nia: ſuche as never ſhulde feele (J warrante pou) any 


diſcommodttee of age, ne were it not that ſometyme by 
thaunte , thel be infected with the contagious company 
of wyſemen . Suche is the lotte of mans life, ſuffryng 
nothyng on all part? to be bliſfull . And here J mate 
bꝛinge in the appꝛoued anctozitee of the pzouerbe, whi⸗ 
che affirmeth- Folie to be the oneſy ſynke,that ſtaieth fletyng 
youth / and kepeth of nombrous age. Eyke as not cauſeles 
men ſaie by the Brabanters, that wheras peres make 
other people the wyſer , they, the lenger they lyue, 
are rooted the deper in kolle, Pet foz all that, where 
kynde pou any nation moꝛe focounde, oꝛ meeter foz the 
comon trade of liuyng, oz that leſſe feleth ages weight, 
than this dooeth + To whom as in countrey, fo alſo in 
maners are my Hollanders next neighbours. Foz why 
ſhould J ſticke to call them mine? Seepng they take 
my parte ſo earneftly, as therbp thei haue gotten them 
my name foz addicion, ſo litteil wherofthet are aſha- 
med, as they pas not to bolly theim ſelues in it. Zef 
theim that will now goe, and ſeke out, Medea, Cirs 


ces, Venus, Aurora, oz J wote neuer what maner 
fountaine, to haue their pouth reſtoꝛed, wheras Jones 
ly am ſhe that mate, and vſe to dooe it. It is J that 
haue that merueplous ſiupte, wherewilh Memnous 
daughter pꝛoꝛoged the pouth ol hir graundſire Titho⸗ 
nus. Jam that Venus, thꝛough whoſe fauour Phaon 

waxed 
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wared yonge againe,whome therfoze Sappho ſo much 
loued.Mtne be thoſe herbes,if any ſache be, and mine 
be thoſe cbarmes, and mine is that foũtayne, that nat 
onely calle pouthe backe agayne, ones being vanyſſhen 
vut alſo ( whiche is moze deſpꝛable) doeth conſerue it 
euetlaſtinge. That and it pe all doo ſubſcribe to this 
opinion,. how nothing is moze plesſaunt than youthe, 
and nothing moꝛe cumbzeſome tha age, now (J trow) 
pe perceive how muche pe are beholding to me,ſecyng 


I vpholde to you ſo great a weale, ſo great an euill ex⸗ | 


cluded. But what ſpeake J pet of moztall men? ſer? 
che ye (dardly) all heauen, and who that lift than ſcoꝛne 
he my name, in caſe he finde ame of the godd? not crab 
bed,anddiſpiſable,vnies my influence doo commende 


him Foz. whie is my coſpn Bacchus euer lyke a ffrip-- 


linge. and fay:e buſſhed? Foꝛſouth betauſe like a wit⸗ 
les and dꝛonken compaignton, paſſing his time in ban⸗ 
ketts, s.and plaies , he hath neuer thus muche 


littel ſett ty he to be holden wiſe , as the obſeruaunte 
that he requireth at mens hands is naught but maiga 
mes,ſh:ouing?, and ſuche lyke fantſies. Netther is 
he offended with the pꝛouerbe, calling him a foole, as, 
Fooliſſher than Morychus.Foz they call ſym Morychus 
becauſe vplandiſſhe hobbes in ſpozt are wont at bꝛyn⸗ 
ging home ol harueſt, o be ſmere his image ſet befoze 
temple doꝛes. wird mufe,+ grene fogges. And (loꝛde) 
with what teſtes the weiters ofthe olde Comedies dog 
taunt hym ? O fonde God ſaye they) ani wroorthy who 
honſde 1ſſue owt ej the grine of Jupiter: Pet who woulde 
not rather chole, it . offred, to bee Tot 
10 b 0 
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foole, and popie as he (s,beinge euer merie concepfed, 
euer pounglpkezeuer pzouoking men to laughter with 
his ſpozte and pleaſantneſſe, than Iupiter hym ſelfe, 
evtiball his depe diſſembled chere, lokyng bo fernly, as ge⸗ 
ueth terrour to the godds alſo? D: Pan, who with hys 
ſodayne fratments and fumult?, bʒingeth age oner all 
things : Oz Vulcanus the lynphault ſmtthe , full of 

ſmoke and emb2es, ever filthie with the toyle that he 
endureth in his fozge ? Oz els Pallas my great aduer⸗ 
ſarie, being ſo muthe redoubted becauſe ſhe beareth 
ſpeare, and ſhielde: who euer ſheweth a papꝛe ofſkou- 
ling eyes? But why (J pꝛay pou ) ts Cupide alwapes 
Ipke a yonge bope: why © but that he is a trifler, nep- 
ther doing,no; thinking any wiſe acte,J warrant you. 
voby hath Venus alſo hir beautie cyer alike flowiſſbing 
why? but that ſhe is ſibbe vnto me? euin as hir viſage 
reſembleth my fathers colour , foz -Homer nameth 
hir golden Aphroditis. So, ſhe is euer ſmiling, if we cre- 
dite the poets , oꝛ they: counterfaptours the peynters. 
Mozeouer , what godhead didde the Romaines woozs 
ſhip euer moze religiouſipe , than that of Flora the 
mother of all pleaſures and ſolaſſes? How be it on the 


| - other ſyde, who ſo woulde narowlier ſerche,and conſf- 


der the maner oflining,cuen ok thoſe ſowre and gloms 


ming odds,cither out of Homer,oz other poet?,he ſhulp 
finde them (no faple)as fooliſhe, and diſſolute, as theſe, 


Fo: what nedeth me to allege meaner Godds Folies:? 


whan all ye haue at pour fingers ends,howe greate a 
loner thundring Jupiter is Alſo how graue Dame Di- 
aue foꝛgetting womanhode,doeth nanght but hounte 
all dape longeyvilitinge by arts yet hirſweete herte 

Endymi- 
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Endymion? But as fe2 me, J had lener theyſhonlde 
beare they: fault? tolde theim of Momus the god of 
Kep:ehenlion at whoſe hand? ſo manye tymes they 
haue ben taunted. Sauyng, that notlonge agone they 
th:ew downe him and Atis, headlong togethers to the 
earth, betauſe that euer with his wpſe ſawes and ads 
monions be ſemed out of ſeaſon to larre agaynſt their 
kelititie, Dooꝛe Momus thereio:e wandzeth aboute 
lyke a vatabound, in as muthe as no moꝛtall man will 
gladly voucheſaue him herbourough, foz feare of Iu- 
piters diſpleaſure, muche leit that he can be recciued 
into pꝛincꝭ tour tes, fo: there my Adulacion beareth 
the ſwinge, who agreeth no moze with Momus than ſã 
bes doo with the woulſe. So that lynte he is ones remo⸗ 
ued, the goddẽ aboue may now mnche franklier, and at 
moꝛe libertie playe theyꝛ pageauntꝭ, lead yng foorth an ea 
ie liſe, (as Homer ſayeth)wheras no tountroller dars 
call theim to accoumpte. Fo2 ( Loꝛde) the ſpoꝛte that 
Priapus the great tooled god maketh them? what pas 
ſtyme haue they at Mercurius, with his theft;and ſug 
gling. Hot lo mucthe as Vulcane, but whan the Gods 
are ſette at bankette , he plateth the teſfer, now wyth 
hys lymphaultynge, now with his ſkoffinge, and nowe 
with his ouerthwarte woozd?, to pꝛouoke them all to 
laughter. Zhan cometh Silenbs that hoꝛeheadded los 
ver, treadynge the homneptpe, with Poliphemus bop 
ftconſly ſtampynge, and the Nymphes tripping bare⸗ 
footed, The $atyres hae potes dauncing the Antikes, And 
Pan with his oten flate ſingynge ſome rurall ſonge, 
doeth wonderouſly 5 whom at that time, 
they had rather heare, than the Mules theym ſelnes; 
12221 Li6* | chlekly 
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thlekelp, whan they begin to be thꝛoughly chafed with 
thepꝛ Nectar dzinke. But what ſhuld J tel you of that 


Foly natu 
ral to man 
kynde. 


the godds doo after ſuche compotacions? things ſo foo 
lyſhe;as J mp ſelfe can ſcant refrepne from laughter, 
It is beft therfoze that herein J remembze Harpocra 


tes foz his ſilence, leſt ſome euiſozopper god, doo her⸗ 


ken me blabbing fooꝛth ſuche things of theym, as not 
Momus him ſelfe ſpake euer vnpunyſſhed. Sonowe 
it is time, that ( folowing Homers example) J leaut 
the godds aboue, and make returne to the earth, to dif 
cuſſe-how nothing here is either gladſome , oꝛ deſira- 
ble, vnleſſe the ſame begin at me. Foz firſt, pe ſe with 
bow great p:outdence, Nature the foundzelle of mans 
kinde hath foꝛtaſt, that no where, in any par t of mans 
lyfe the ſaulte of Folie ſhould be wanted. Foz if wyſes | 
dome,accozding to the Stokes diffinicion, is novght els, 
than to be :uled by reaſon:qnd folie,to be ledde as offection wil 
Lonſider now(J pꝛay you) how muche moze Aﬀecti- 
on, than Reaſon, Jupiter hath put in men, to the ende 
theyz lpfe ſhould not altogethers be heaup, and vnplea 
ſant. As if pe ſhoulde comparean ounce to a pounde. 
Furthermoze, be ſhutte vp Reaſon within thenarows 
compaſſe of mans head, leaumge all the reſt of the boy 
die to affection : ſettinge alſo,two moſt violent tyzans 
nes agaynſt hir, that is to ſape, Anger, raignyng in the 
foztreſſe ofthe herte: and concupiſcence,whiche euin 
to the loweſt part ofthe bealv, dorth occupye a large 
poſſeſſion. A gaynſt theſe two ſo ſtronge thampions, 
bow muche Reaſon map xeſiſte, the commen trade of 


mens lyues detlareth ſufficiently, That wheras Rea- 
ſon, as muthe as lleth in hir, doetz trie agaynſt them, 
zum 
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euin till che be hoarſe,alleageing what honeſfie will, 
requireth,yet dapgne not they to obep, but much moze 
furtouſlp do repine at byz, tyll at laſt ſhe alſo , beynge 
weried, is layne to pelde foz vanquiſhed; But in ſo 
muche as to man, bozne to gouerne, and rule, Iupiter 
thought it meate to diſtribute Reaſon ſomewhat in a 
larger aſliſe, to the ende pet he myght partly alaye the 

exceſle. he called me (as he is wont ) amongs the other — wg 
gor de to tounlayle: and by and by J gau dym aduiſe 1 oc: 
Ipkemp ſelfe, that a woman ſhould be aſſociate vnto 

hym. A creature (god knoweth)bothe foohkſſhe, and Folie of 
vnwittie. but natheles pleſaunt, and gracious. To women. 
the ende that th:zoughe dayly company, and dwellynge 

together, ſhe with hir Folie myght releſſe, and make 

doultet the ſadneſſe of mans courage, Foz where Pla- 

to ſemeth to doubte , whether heſhould putte a man a- 

mong rea ſona ble, ex vmeaſona ble creatures, it was no moze 

but to ſhew and expꝛeſſe the notable Folie of that ſexe, 

Ss that it any woman ſtudieth to be counted wyſe, ſhe 

doeth naught els but labour to be twyſe fooliſhe, as if 

we old force a cow againfl bir nature to ſeap throughe a hope 
Foz the fault is doubled, wha ſo euer one againſt kind, 
woulde counterfapte a gloſſe of vertue, to wꝛithe the 
mynde other wyſe than ol nature it plieth. Accozdpngs 
as the greke pꝛouer be ſapeth,An axe, is an apt, le ſe 
2hed in pupre, ſo a woman is a woman that is to ſap)a 
foole,what ſo euer parte the playe. Pet J thinke not 

that women are ſo very fooles, to bee angrie with ent 
derefoze,that J being Folie hir ſelle, and a woman al⸗ — 24 


ſo,vooarrecc Folte vnto Foz and if they waye modes 
. tal one perreyue,haw 2th 
30%; - L iu much Folie. 
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much Jam to be thanked, that foz many refpect? they 


are farre happler, than men be. Kyꝛſt, loꝛ they2 beau⸗ 
ties lake, beautie ( J ſape ( whiche not withoute good 
cauſe is had in ſo great pꝛite by them, as vnder whoſe 
ſhielde and pꝛotettion, they do erertyſe tyzaunpe; pea 
ouer tyꝛannes theim ſelf{. Foz els, whence cometh to 
men that fternes of they; vyſages,roughneſſe of ſhin, 
and thickeneſſe of theyꝛ beardes, beinge a verp repꝛe⸗ 
ſentation ol oldneſſe.ſauynge of the extelle, oz rather 
diſeaſe of wiſedome:wheras women with their ſmoth 
chckes,ſmall voytes, and fine ſkinnes, doo euer ſhewe 
a certapne pouthlikeneſe, Agapne, what is it in thys 
life that women ſooner coueite, than to be. belpked of 
men: Tende not (trow ye)to this effect,ſo many their 
atty;es : ſo many peinctinges,ſo many bathyng? ? ſo 
many heare curlyng;,ſo many gliſſhes ? ſo manp per⸗ 
fumes : ſo many wapes of nyce ſpmpzing, nyter ſmp⸗ 
lyng, nyteſt going, be it but on an yntch ol lether, and 
all to ſetts rhepm ſelles fooꝛth to the ſhewe ? Further, 
what greater pꝛiuilege haue women ouer men, than 
their kaoliſſheneſle ? Fo2 what is it, that men permitte 
not as leafull,oz at leaſt to be boꝛne with, in women: 
but vnder what other title, than of delectacton? 445 
bow doo they delite men, lauynge with their 
This to be true tan not be dented, who ſo wyll conſp⸗ 
der with him ſeife, what fonde talke and deuſſes, a 
man is fayne to fpnde out, as often as he fo 
taze fruicton and pleaſure of a woman, And thus J 
haue declared youfrom what ſpzingthe kyꝛſt and thie⸗ 
ex olde men, rather good 
| maltwoz⸗ 
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maltwoꝛmes, than women haunters.who A to 
my ſuppoſition will putte theyz greateſt felicitie in typs | 
lung, and good fare. As touthynge whiche poyncte, Þ 
referre it to others iudgement if ani feaſt oz banket be 
made in the right kinde,vnles women are at the ſame. 
But of this J am ſare,how without the ſaulce of Fo- 
lie, no banket tan be to the ſomme. In ſozt that there 
want one, who with his owne , oz tounterfatte Folpe, 
mate ſturre the geff? to laughter, than ſtrayght is ſome 
feſfer,o: other madde knaue ſent foz, with his bald and 
fooliſthe (koftes, fo put awape the ſadde ſtylneſſe of the 
feaſt, Fo2 els, what booted ſo many ioynkettè, ſweete 
meates, and daintries to balace the belie withall, vnles 
the eyes, the eares, and the whole mind, were alſo feyte 
with laughter, ſpozte, and mery tonteptes ? But ok 
all ſuche knackes J am the onelp deuiſour, like as this 
_ _ is — — 3 at war $1348 aw 
: esto play at ta bles, to to quaſſe 

> * leurde, fo ſynge caolles, ans 4 99 be lyke obleruñ 
— neuer oꝛdeigned bi the ſeven ſages of Grece,but 
thꝛoughe mypne inuencion, foz the conſeruation, and as 
fmankynde. Pet marke pou the nature of all 
iſes,and ye ſhall ſee,that the moze folie they 
of, the moze they doo pzofite the life of moztall 
men. vo hiche lpfe, in taſe it be ouerwayed. with ſad- 
neſſe.than ſure it ſcantly deſerueth the name of lyfe. 
And ſadde muſt it nedes be, bnles with ſome kynd ok 
paſtyme pe wype away tedtouſneſſe, next toſyn tothe 


other. . Now ſome perchaunce there are, tittel Folie aus 
will effecme this kynde of,pleaſure allo, but rather our ot 
en wholy on the league id acquatce fon trend fend. 


wpth. 
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with an other. Afirmpnge freendſhip fo be the onely 
thinge , whiche ſhould be ſought and emb2aced befoze 
all the other commonittes of pour lyte. bepnge (ſaye 
thep)ſo neceſſarte, and behonable;as neither apze,noz 
fyꝛe, noꝛ water maye be moze requiſtte vato men, and 
ther to ſo appꝛopꝛiately annexed, as the ſonnes heate 
map as ſoone as friendſhip be ſpared among? pou:and 
beſpdes thys ſo honeſt a thinge (pf honeſtpe as pou 
thinke make oaght to purpoſe)as not the philoſophers 
theim ſelues doo ſticke to put frendſhypeuin amongs 
the chiefeſt weales of thys ple. But what wyll yes 
ſape now, if I tan pꝛoue mp ſelfeto be boothe croppe, 
Eroote,of this ſo great a benefite? Pzoueit to pou (J 
ſaye)neither with Barbara,noz Celerent,noz anp ſuch 
Dualectical quaynt ſubtiltes, but euen of the playneſt 
and blunteſt facion, poyncte pou to it, as it wert wpth 
my fpnger 2 Fyꝛſt therfoze whan pou ſee a mon flats 
ter, diſſemble, oz wpnke at his friendes faultes , pea, 
and ſometyme owe fauour,o2 rather wonder at ſome 
great vices of his, tatinge theim foz vertues : doo pou 
not count hym (J pzape you next ſybbe to a faole:. 
What it an other take ſome de ſormitee that his ſeman hath 
for a preat grace, o; a father, whoſe childe is ſgynt 
leth (y m natheles his pretie pinkeied boye, is not th 
ye) plapne folye ? Let ſages trie agapne and againe, 
that it is folie, yet this ſame folle is the glew that ſoul⸗ 
eth, and interteyne th frtendes together. J ſpeake ' 
moꝛ tall men,of whome none lyueth without ſome 
fault?. So that. he mape well be holden ſoꝛ the beſte, 
that is comb2ed with the ſ . i heras amongs 


theſe Good of wiſedome, er no frendlhip can fa» 
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Fen at all, oꝛ it it doe, pet is it but a frompnge, and an 
vnpleaſaunt friendſhip, and ſuche, as taketh plate a- 
mong? verie few ol them. foz it were to ſoze to ſaie as 
mong? none, ſeing the molt part of men doe ouerſhote 
theim ſolues : yea, if Z ſayde all, Jmight abyde by it, 
fo many ſundzie wates is euery wight ſubiett vnto Fo- 
lie. And friendſhip is neuer p2zoperly knitte, but be- 
tweene men of egall eſtate and tondition. That ad- 
mitte ſometime a maner amitie is ſo kindled betwene 
theſe wpſemen:god knoweth pet how ſhozt a life, and 
continuance it ſhall be of, namely among? ſo wapward 
faultfinders, as commenly ſuch ſages are, being euer 
readie to find an hole, and caſfpng as ſharpe an eie v⸗ 
pon their friendes faultes,«s av Egſe doth vpon hir praie, 
— (Loꝛde) foz all that how pozeblinde are they in 
their owne ? not ones lokyng backe at the ſathell hangs 
png behinde theim. In as muche than as the nas 
ture of men is ſuthe, that no witte male be founde, not 
lymed with ſome gaeat vices;in caſe ye adde ther to the 
diuerſitee bothe of mens tnclinactons, and ages, toge⸗ 
ther with ſo many ouerlightes, ſo many errours,and 
chaungynge chaunces, as thismoztall lyfe is diſpoſed 
to, now not how the frutte offriendſhips plea- 
ſauntnefſe ſhuld one halle howze be conſerved betwene 


—.— diſcuſſers of thing?, vnles the remedie of for- Forbeas 
ot in. : 


one an other, whiche alſo in Greeke, is as muche **"* 

to ſap as Folie were added fo a ſtaie and maintenance 

of the lame. But what ſaſe ye? Cupide hym ſelfe 

the god ol all loue and friendſhip, is he not blynde : to The godok 
whom as oftentimes: thyngs ſeeme faire, ſo loue blind? 


lykewyſe amonges pc 


ingeth to pale, tat eche 
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poocth thynke his owne burde fapꝛeſf, and lpke will e⸗ 
uer tleue to lpke. Now though we ſee, howe com- 
menly theſe thing? are done, and commenly laughed to 
ſkozne,yet ſuche fondneſſe is it that ſpuldzeth,;# holdeth 
a pleaſaunt felowſhippe of life atwixe pou. Further 
what J haue ſaide by friendſhip, muche moze mate J 
ſaie by mariage. V8hich is to ſaie, on inſeparable ccniun⸗ 
dlion of man aud woman. But ( Loꝛde) what dino;ſemen- 
tes, oꝛ inconuenienc? woꝛſe than diuozſmentes woulde 
not commenly happen, in caſe their daiely ſotietee, and 
dwellyng together, were not now with flatterie, nowe 
with daliante, now with ſpozte, with fozbearyng, with 
errour, with dillemblyng (all of my garde J warrante 
pou) bothe pꝛopped vp, and nouriſhed 2 Good lozde 
how few ſpowſailes ſhoulde goe thzougb, in caſe the 
wower wiſely afoze hand did boult out, what wanton 


- part? the tender, and to his ſempng,ſhamefaſt maiden 


bath plated longe afoze he knew hir? Further, howe 
few martages ones ſolemniſed,ſhuld continue in foꝛte, 
vnles the moſt part ofthe wiues pageant? were cloked, 
either thzough hir huſbandes negligence , oz doltyſhe- 
nelle: All this, and woozthily , is arrected to Folie 
Pet dooeth this folie make the wife to be cheriſhed of 
bir baſbande the huſband lykewyſe of his wife , their 
hous f* be quiete, and thaffinitee betwene their freend? 
to rei. 4ine . The cockeholde witolde,oz what other name 
ye lyſt to geue hym, is laught to ſkozne, whan with his 
lippes he ſucketh in the teares ot his ſcant oneſt wife. 

Pea good enough. Bow muche better ſhall he fynde it 
to be deteyued ſo, than thzough lelouſie to frette hym 


ſelle, and let all things on aroze , OY. 
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ffon (J Cafe) ſo muche lacketh that any maner friends 
ſhip, ſotietie of life,oz companipng together, maie with 
out mine atteſſe be pleaſant, oz longe iyfed, as not the 
people woulde longe beare they: ruler, no a ſeruaunt 
his maiſter, a mapde hir maſtres,a ſcholer his teacher, 
a friende his kriende, the huſband his wife, a lender the 


hirer, a chamberfelow his chemberfelow, noz a bourd⸗ 


mate, his bourdmate, vnles by turnes atwixte them ſel- 
nes they ſhould ſometyme erre, ſometyme ſlatter, ſom⸗ 
times winke fo2 the nones, x now & than coumfozt their 
bittred taſt with ſome honp ol fooliſheneſſe. Theſe 
thyng?(J wore well) ſeme right meruaylous vnto you 
but geue me lene a little, and pe ſhall here further. 

J pꝛaie pou, tan he loue any bodie, chat loueth not him 


No ſoeiete 
of lite with 
out Foly. 


ſelfe - can he agree with any bodte,that-diſcozdeth with None acce 


and tediaus to him ſelfe? But ſettyng me aſpde , ſo 
much lacketh, that any man tan abide oꝛ beare what o⸗ 
thers dooe , as pe ſhall ſe him fall out with him ſelfe, 
miſipke what ſo euer he dooeth, and be his owne ha⸗ 
ter. Foꝛ nature not in few poinct? rather a ſtepdame 
than a mother, hath graffed this euil pꝛopertee in mens 
headẽ, namely theirs that are ſkilfull, that euer they 
deſpiſe what qualitee is theyꝛ owne, and ſette moze by 
that they ſee in others. noherby it commes to paſſe, 
that all the giftes and graces, of this lyfe, are quyte 
loꝛne and defaced . Foz what auaileth beautce 7 beau⸗ 
tie (J ſate) the verte.chiefeſt gifte that the immoztall 
Godd? dooe geue here, if he thathath it, reketh not of 
it? O what anafleth youthez It᷑ it be dzowned with 
the leuaine of boze ſadneſſe, * in any maner 
14 ti 
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him ſelle 2 Mate he pleaſe others, that is diſpleaſaunt, —— ® 
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without 
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trade of life, what can a man goe about to dooe ſeme⸗ 
ly, and with a good grace, either by him ſelfe, oz afo:e 


others (as in deede, to expzefſe and ſet a thyng foozthe 
luuelp, is not onelpthe chieteſt poincte of tunnyng, but 


alſo the verie head of any thpng put in vre) i this my 
damoiſellSelflouebe not his aduaunter, whom wooꝛ⸗ 
thilp J holde therfoze in ſfeede of my ſpſter : ſo buſily 
the trruatled to mp be halle in enerp plate. And what 
can be moꝛe foly, than one tolpke him ſelfe, æ ſtande in 
his owne conceite 2 but than agatne-what thing can be 
pꝛopꝛe, oꝛ becommyng.oz well dooen,in caſe the doer ot 
the lame miſlyketh him ſelfe/\n it? So that take as 
map this ſaulce of Selflykyng1whiche is euen the very 
releſſe of mans lyfe and doynges, and by and by pe ſhal 
ſce the Oratour cold in his mattier, the Muſicien mil⸗ 
lyked withall his diſcante, the Plaier hiſſed out of the 
place , the Poete and his muſes laught to ſko;ne,the 
Peincter and his art naught ſet by, the Phiſicion fog 
all his medicines walke an hungred, bzteflp , this ſet a 
ſpde, he that ſemed beautifull Nireus. ſhall appeate to 
be moze vgly and milfauoured than Therſites, in ſtede 
of fapꝛe Phaon, as hoze and wzincled as Neſtor was, 
fo: Minerua, a fovVe) as the pꝛouerbe ſateth) fo: an 
eloquent ſpeaker, the fowleſf ſtammerer in a countrep, 
and foz a courtlipke felow, the rudeſt hobbe that mate 
be ptked from the plongh. So behouable is it (toe) 
that every man dose clappe him ſeife on the backe,and 
with ſome klattrie be commendable to him ſelfe, ere be 
can be commended of others. Finally wheras it is the 
greatteſt parte of felicitee, foz a man to deſpꝛe to bee, 


redier 
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rediet waſe. Fozno man, how tuer vile be be, will ſo 
diſpapꝛe in him ſe lle, as vtter lie to millpke either his 
witte, his kynred, dwellyng place, ottupation, oz toun⸗ 
trep. As an Ilriſne man woulde not chaunge bis-nact- 
on with an Itallan, noz a Turke with an Athenien, 
noꝛ pet a Tartar with the verie Lles of fortune: whi⸗ 
the ſo beyng, how ſinguler than is natures pzoutdence 


(trow ye) in ſo great varietee of thingꝭ, to make theim 
all pet ol a lyke pꝛopoꝛcion : as to whom the hath bene 
ſomewhat ſkarce in other giftes;there ſhe putteth a lit⸗ 


ele moze e this J ſpake not very cirtum⸗ 
ſpettlp, ſeyng the 

eſteemed foz the greatteſt gyft ol all. Here nowe 
I recke not muche;to paſſe oner vntouched, how no ma 
ner acte, oz noble deede was euer attempted, noz any 
arte 02 ſcience inuented, other, than of whiche J might 
fully be holden firff authoz; Foz as touchyng warre, 
the very head and ſpꝛinge of all greatenterpziſes, whi⸗ 
che ſo tommonlp ar pꝛaiſed, and enrolled by hiſtoꝛiens, 


then p2ofite by ? (foz of thoſe that leaue their carkaſſes 


in the ftelde, as did the Megarenſtens, neuer counte is 


ame ſelflykyng, mate woozthily be 


Eche man- 
though 
Folie ſtan 
deth in (lf 
tonceite. 


Foli autoꝛ 
ok al noble 
actes and 
artes. 


Warre. 


is it not ( trow ve) a fooliſſhe pꝛactiſe, to beginne ſuch 
bariaunce, as euer bothe parties reteiue moꝛe domage 


made) Gut pet, whan ar mies ioygne together, and trũ⸗ 


pett? blow vp blonop notes , to what ſtede Jpzate vou 


dꝛaw theyꝛ wynde 2 Maie than muſt latte and luſtie 
blondd? doe the feate , hauing boldnelte with the mot, 
and witte with t he leſt. Anles perthaunte ſome would 
thoſe ſuche a ſouldiour as was Demoſthenes, who fo⸗ 
| D ii | lowpng 


tan theſe good father Sages ſerue ? who ſoked vp with 
longe ſtudie, leane, and tolde of bloudde, maie (cantly 
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lowynge Archilocus the poetes rede, ſcarce lookpnge 
bis enemies in the face, thzew downe his ſhielde and 
ranne awate,as cowardly a warriour, as be was a 
wpſe ozatour, But Counſale in wares (ſate they) is 
of great imporkauncez and as foz that I ſcicke not muche, 


that tounſeile in a captapne is requiſite, ſo it be wars * 


lyke, and not phtloſophtcall* Foz commenly they that 
bꝛynge anpvaltan: feate to paſſe, are good blouddes,vens 
ters compaig nions, ſwaſſhers, diſpatchers, bankrowtes,with 
ſuche lyke, end none of theſe Philoſophers candlewaſters, 
us ho how vnmete they be to ſerue foz any common af- 
faire, oꝛ purpoſe among? men, we mais be taught by 
the example of Socrates him ſelfe, the onely wpſeman, 
but v ly iudged by Apollos oracle. That wher⸗ 
as on a tyme he went about to haue ſaide his minde in 
a tertaine mattier to the commons of Athenes, he lefte 
of ſodeinly, beyng all ta laught to ſcoꝛne. How be 
it this Socrates, as in one pointe (me ſemeth) was not 
all wide, in that he woulde not take vpon him the name 
of a wiſeman, but rather aſcribed the ſame vnto god 
onely, and thought it beſt foz a wiſeman not to buſie 
him ſcife o2 medle with matters of the common weale, 


vnles perhaps he might haue ſapde moꝛe rightly ; that | | 


who lo woulde be taken among? the noumbꝛe of men, 


ie ern nrnt 


ſhoulde not meddle to muche with wiſedome. Foz J 


pzal you, what dꝛaue Socrates vponhis araignment, to 


dꝛinke poyſon,foz the death he was condempned to, ſa- 


uyng onelp that his ercellent, that his goodly qualitee 
of wpſedome ? Setauſe, whiles whole dates together 
he trifled out the tyme in diſputacions vpon the cloudes,vs 
pon Jdees, and by geometrie peyned him ſeſſe to meate a flies 

1 fette 
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ſeete, glace "alſo bow a gnattr, beinge ſo Ahab 
mygbt yelde ſo great a ſounde, he neuer applide him ſelfe! 
to learne things perteygnyng to this common trade -of 
lyfe . But now cometh Plato his diciple to defende 
bis maiſter at the barre : a gate Aduocare(J pzomiſe: - 
vou) who beynge offended with the noyſe of the people 
thꝛoungyng about him, could ſrante make an ende ol | 
the fpzſte tlauſe of his tale. And what ſaie vou by Witmen 
Theophraſtus : who takyng vpon him, to ſpeake vnto dattardeg 
a great aſſemblte, as ſrone as he ſtoode vppe, by and by eytheo to 
toulde late neuer a woozde, as if be bad ſeene a wouſſe at; — 10 
vr eres, and how ſhould he than haue entouraged ſoul⸗ [cc 
diours to fight 2 Oz els Iſocrates : oho of a tertame 
naturall timoꝛouſnes, durſt neuer afoze audience open 
bis lippes:? Marcus tullius, the father of Komaine 
eloquence,euer with an vnſemely trembling began his 
o2acions, as it were a ſobbyng childe, whithe Quinti⸗ 
lian enterpꝛeteth to 2 
-who pondred wel the waightineſſe of his mattier. But whan 
he ſapeth ſo;dooeth he nat plainely confeſſe, wyſedome 
fo be an obſtatle againſt any bolde feate: Foz what 
mill ſuche ſh:impiſhe bodies dose (trow pe) whan it 
cometh to handſtrokes, that are almoſt dead ſoꝛ feare, 
whan they ſerine but with bare 2 Andyet af- 
ter all this (on;godd? name) is that woozthy ſawe of 
Plaro muche cu ed, bew thoſe common weales moſt 
bappily ſbould flounſ beet were gcuerued by pkiloſopers,or 
Whoſe geuernours- W eee Mo n, fü 
pe loke tn hiſtoꝛies no rulers were euer 
moꝛe peſtilent to a weale, than ik the ſame at 
any time n the of ſache one,as was geuen 

| | to any 
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to any ſecte of philoſophie . Fo2 pzoufe wherof, I al 

leage vbnto pou the two Cartons, thone wherof, with 
bis headie and franttke attuſations, diſfurbed greatly 
the qupete of Rome citee.. the other, in goyng about 0- 
ger wiſely to pꝛotette the ſame, did vtteripſubuerte it. 
And ioigne pe hardly to theim bothe Brutus and Caſ- 
ſius, with the two Gracchi, pea and Cicero him ſelfe, 
fo; as peſtilent a titeſen amongs tte Romains, as Des 

moſthenes was to the Arheniens common weale. 
Lykewyle, what trow pe by Marcus Aurelius? J ads 
mitte he was a good emperour, and pet could J weft 
that pzaiſe alſo from him, becauſe his to mache philo⸗ 
 Cophe:fhyppe made him odtous and hatefull to the peos 
| ple. But admitte (J ſaie he was good, pet truly moze 
pernitious w s he to the tommon weale, in leauyng ſa 
vngracions an ympe, as Comodus was, foz ſuttour 
nn bis fate, than euer he was pꝛotitable th;ought his 
| owne good wealdynge oftheſame. Foz commenlye 
1 \wytemks this kynde of men, that are bookiſhe, and geue theinr 
| mots; md ſelte to ſuche peuiſthe diſciplines. like as in other thin⸗ 
| Els ges, (0 allo inchilver haue very ill lucke, as if 
nature of pietee (J pꝛauided tbat this plage. 
this diſeaſe (J ſaie) of wiſedome, ſhould not ſpꝛede os: 
ner largely among? men. So Cicero had a ſoenne, 
farre vnlyke hym in tonditions, And Socrates, that 

wile wiſeman had childzen ber to their mother than their 
Wytemen father, As one waiteth merelp, that is toſate, they wers 
pnfitte foz fooles, Mow though theſe wiſemen be as vnapte 
any functi foꝛ all publike offices and atfaſres , as an aſſe is to finger 
— of; this an harre, yet might it lolo be abidven; if thep were not 
a alſo as vntowarde in any pʒiuate dutie „ 
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this life, Foz bidde ones one of theſe ſages fo diner, 
and either with his ſilent glommpng, oꝛ his darke and 
eluiſhe pꝛobleme he wpll trouble all the bourde. De⸗ 
ſyʒe hym to take handꝰ in a bꝛalle, ye will ſate a Camill 
dauncetb, . Binge hym to a Mydſomer watche, oz a 
ſtage plaie, and euin with his verte looke he wpl ſeeme 


to diſoepne the peoples paſtyme, ſo that wiſe dan Cato 
mu} be fayne to auoydſe the place, becauſe be can nct ſpare bis 
frowny«g, Let hym lyght on a knotte of good tom⸗ 
panp talayng mer iy and hy and by euery wight hold? 
his peace. It he muſt bye anie thing, make a bargaine 
oz bꝛiefely doo onght of thoſe thing?,'whiche this tom 
men life cannot be ledde without, then ſooner wpll pe 
take him foz a blocke,than a reaſonable creature. Do 
much lacketh ( le) that he may ſand his countrep;/03 
—— in pꝛolitabie Keede, who netther ia cuynled 
ingẽ dayly enured, and muche'differethfrom te 
opumon, and maners ofthe other prople. Mer 
conſequent wherof, he muſt nedes deſer ue they hatren Wicdome 
and diſpleaſure.thonghj the gt eat dueriitie of iynyn : bꝛedeth ha 
ges. and diſpoſitions atwire them. ob and pt᷑ pe ſpit <0 
to iudge indifferentiy,s there augtzt doen here among? 
moꝛtall men not full ot᷑ tot, bothe by ſonlex and afdꝛe 
kooles: Ss that if one onely wight woulde take vp⸗ 
on hym tu kicke a gainſt all the reit, hum wolde J ad- 
uple, that (as Timon did) be Muld chinche into oe 
deſert, there to :enioy his wyledome to hom ſelfe.- / 
But to returne to mi fozmer purpoſe} ake phi) that Folie the - 
maner of charme it was, that eadicedthoſe-aficit-to/ founder of 
nie, woodden,andeudementh: the wozl? fy;fte age Hates and 
or at ba togethor eas. 
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in titles, but onely Adulacion oz glofirg ſpeche? Foz 
what doo poetes els ſignifie bp that ſweet / tuned barpe 
of amphian an Orpheus? udhat thinge alſo reuoked the 


. comminaltie of Rome, cebelling againſt the Senate, to 


agreement: was it any Philoſop ſicaſſ oracion? No fozs 
ſouth. what than : Euin a fooluſhe Acſcpes fable fei- 
pned of the bealie,and tbe o/ her [ymmes of mans bodie. 

'Fpke as Themiſtocles perſwaded the Atheniens by 
his tale of the fore and the heddehogge: - Coulde any 
wyſe mannes ozacton ( trom pe) haue enduced thoſe 
wilde and Saluage Spaniard? to ſuthe a tonſozmytie, 
and obediente, as did Sertorius their wylte taptapne, 
bnder colour of Religion, and that deuiſe ot his white 
binde? Dꝛ as Licurgus allured the Spartanes th:ough 
the example ſhewed theym ol the two dogg? ? with al⸗ 
fo that other fonde deniſe of Sertorius makynge two 
hozſe tayles tobe plucked at? J let paſſe Minos, and 
Numa, eathe of whom with feygned fapzie (41encions 
bleared the graſſe multitudes eters: Foz yt muſt thinke 
that ſuthe lyke toles as theſe,are the liueiteſt and molſk 


- - | Pithie perſwaſtons, that the night y mud beaſt the commy2 


Nein giert 


naſtie tan he moued with: Usher eas bitherto was nes 
ver citie oz common weale, that wolde be goutrned by 
Platos or Ariſtetſes ſæwes, nu maze than any nation bath 
folowed thoſe gloztous rules and inftitutes oflyupng, 
that Socrates ſet foozth,2But J pzap pon, what pꝛouo⸗ 
ked bothe the Decians willingly tobequethe them ſel⸗ 
les to the Infernal Gods: And itkewiſe tgged Quint® 
Curtius to caſt him ſelfe into the great taue and ſwa⸗ 
lowe of the grounde, that whilom opened in the mars 


catfeede of Rome, lauingt onely at; 
it 


” . 
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glorie (I taye) chat moſte faire, and twiete papted 
Mermaide,but(lozd)how wdderouſly pet condemned 
Cap they han amb Fo; what tan be a moꝛe fonde parts 
ap they) than ambitiouſly, as in commen — 
vſed, A man to goe, and faune en him, and hm, for 
cesdor — common piſtes and di Us — ett 
peoples favour? bi bly magnifying _ , wha the people 
erieth a lar ges on Sos han pagtant, or ſpecta 
cle prepared for the peoples eies, Fe des — in tnũ phj co 
ned with lawrer?baning bis image for a memorie of the face 
ſette vp in the marcatſteede, with muche exrious intitlyng of 
bis nawes,ſumames,bytames,and office names,beſides the im- 
wortall,and podlie bonowrs, that ore there vpon decreed,to ſo 
| meane and poore a caitiue as be is, leaſt An th&,as not ſel 
dome the verieſt tirannes that euer reigue d, haue natheles with 
publike ceremonies been canneniſed into the youmbre of the 
gods. Theſe are thing? as folithe as ci betolaugh wher 
at one Democritus ſaffiſeth not. And yet, euin of thys 
ſpꝛing of Vainglorie come all pour woozthy congue- 
rours actes,and famous feates, which with the ftile of 
fo many eloquent wꝛiters are extolled vp to heauen. 
This very bꝛanche of Folie buildeth cities, foũdeth ſra⸗ 
tes, headrulers, religions, counſaile motes,tudgemt? 
t bꝛiefelp al the deedes life of moztallmenis naught 
els than a certapne great play of foly. | Now what Foly inu⸗ 
J baue ſapdehereby,aſwell Jmaye ſay by artes and treit of ul 
ſciences, Foz what els hath pzonoked mens witt? to (16s. 
ſeke out diſcloſe to their poſteriours fo many good | 
lp diſciplines as they fake theim)ſauinge onely an ar- 
dent thurſt ofglozies Suche is the apctite of fooltſhe | 
men, with ſo great r ne and 270 
| E at 
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at the bzowes, to retouer a littell; J wotte nere what 
| Fame,whiche either is nothynge, az nothinge is moze 
L vapne than it. But in the meane whyle,pe ought to 
{| « tonne me thanke,fo: ſuthe, and ſo many commodities, 
as they haue foſid aut toward? the better ſtate of pour 
lyfe. And that whiche is moſte ſweete of all) pe doo 
peruſe the fruite of other mens madneſſe. Than ſir 
ſeyng J haue this chalenged vntome the pꝛaiſe of fozs 
titude, and of induſtriouſnefle,what if Icleame Pru- 
Urerie pu: dence alſo ? perhappes ſome wyll ſap, as ſoone myght 
N dence to J goo about to myngle fyze and water. But foz all 
. off9 that J hope to bꝛinge it to paſſe, if as hytherto pou 
1 haue doen, ye voucheſaue me pour ares, aud atten- 
tiueneſſe. And kpꝛſt of all. it᷑ Prudence tonliſteth in 
lunge pꝛattiſe and experience of thing? , vnto whether 
of theſe map the honour of that name better ſquare? 
Either to this wyſeman;, who partipe fo: ſhame, and 
1 | | — partly foz daſtar dneſſe of herte, attempteth nothinge, 
1 21 oz els that foole,whome neither ſhame being ſhameles 
| voz perill, being reckeles,may feare from pꝛouing any 
thpnge. ; 2 wyſeman repozt7hym ſelfe to his bookes, 
| - andtherelcarneth naught butmere trifling diſtincti⸗ 
-Footes dns of woozd?. 3 foole in ieoperdinge, and goynge 
iudge right p2elently where things are to be knowne, gathereth 
yer than (vnles J am decepued)the perfect true pzudence.whG- 
amen. the Homer fcemeth,notwithſtanvinge his blyndreſſe 
2 to haue ſeen, han he ſapde thus, A fuole knowetb the 
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1 tt byngeuhat is ones dooen. Foz there be two ſkronge let 

| Aettes of tes agaynſt ſuche knowlege bf thing? to be gathered, 

: Snowleg*. that is to lap. hame and dꝛeatr: ſha v e,that tale a miſt 
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les,diſcounſayleth men from ventring any enterpꝛiſes 
But J Folie mape, and am wonte to wype thoſe lettes 
tleane awaye. Pea, few men tonſider, how many wats 
els it auapleth to blouſſhe at nothinge, and dare doo e- 
uerp thinge. But now (toe) and if ye take pzudence 
after the rate, as whan it reſt eth in iudgement and dil⸗ 
courſe ofthing?, derten ye (J pzaye pou (howe farre 
they are wpde thereof, who doo make it their chicfeſf 
p:ofeſſion. Foz fpʒſt it is not vnknowen, how all hu- 


maine thing? lyke the Silenes or duble images of Aſcibia! The ne 
des, haue two faces muche vnlyke and diſſemblable, nes of #1 
that what outwardly ſeemed death, yet lokyng within diades. 


ve ſhulde kynde it lyfe : and on the other ſide what ſe⸗ 
med lite, to be death: what fayꝛe, to be foule: what 

rithe, beggerly: what tunnynge, rude: what ſtronge, 
feable: what noble vile, what gladlome, ſadde : what 
happie, vnlucky : what friendlye, vnfriendlye: what 
healthſome, noyſome. Bꝛietely the Silene ones being 
vndone and diſcloſed,ye ſhal fpnde all thinges tourned 
inta a nem ſemblance. Jf theſe woozd? to ſome ſeme 
ſpoken to clecklp,goo to, I will expounde theym moze 
\playnelp. J pꝛap pon · who is he that confeſſethnot a 
pꝛinte to be botheriche,and a great lozde 7 but ſet caſe 
he hath no good qualities of the mynde ,noz wyth all 
thoſe goodd? be hath,can be ſatiſtied. no is he not ti⸗ 

the, but pooꝛer than the poozeſt. Than againe admit he 
de giuen to ſoundzte vices: now is he no lozdbut moꝛe 
ſubiecte than a ſeruaunt: and after this rate mape ye 
Fkanne alſothe others. But this: is enough foz exenv 
ple. Now it mape be, ye muſe what J meane here⸗ 


br but geue me leaue pet alitrell further, It one at 
woo u ga aſolemne 


Errour a⸗ 
uapling. 


this woꝛld 
aſtage plai 
of Folie. 
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a ſolemne age plate, woulde fake dpon him foplucke 
of the plapers garmentes, whiles they were ſapinge 
theyꝛ partes, and ſo diſtiphꝛe vnto the lokers on, the 
true and natiue faces of eche of the platers , ſhoulde he 
not{trow pe) marre all the mattier? and well deſerne 
fo: a madman to be peltid out of the place with ffones? 
pe ſhoulde ſee pet ſtraightwales a new franſmutacion 
in thing?: that who befoꝛe plaped the woman, ſhoulds 
than appeare to be a man: who ſeemsd pouth , ſhoulds 
ſhew his hoꝛe beares: who countrefapted the kynge, 
ſhould tourne to a raſcall,and who plaped god almighs 
tie, ſhoulde become a cobler as he was befoze.Pet take 
awaie this errour,and as ſoone take awaye all toge= 


thers, in as much as the feignpng and tounterfaytynge 


is it, that ſo delighteth the beholders. So lpkewyſe 
all this life of moztall men, what is it els, but a cer 
tayne kynde offtage plaie? wheras men come foozthe, 
diſguiſed one in one arraie, an other in an other, echt 
plapinge his parte, till at laſt the maker of the play, oz 
bokebearer tauſeth them to auoyde the ſkaffolde, and 
pet ſometyme maketh one man come in, two oz th:es 
tymes, with ſundꝛye partes and apparayle, as who be⸗ 
foze repꝛeſented a kinge,beinge tlothed all in purpze, 
hauynge no moze but ſhifted hym ſelfe a lille, ſhoulde 
chew hym ſelfe agapne lyke an woobegon myſer. And 
all this is dooen vnder a certapne veile oz ſhavow,whb 
che taken awape ones, the plap tan no moze be plated. 
Here nowe if one of theſe wiſemen, come ( J weene) 
from heauen, did ſodienly appeare ꝝ ſay , how euin this 
prince, whom all men honor as their god and ſeneroigne 


great 
deſerueth ſkarce to be EN n,ſeing lle the quite beaſtes,he 
is trained 
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OF FOLIZ 5 
{5 trained by ef ⸗ kkions, and is none other than a ſervant afthe 
boſeſt ſort, ſeing willingly he obeith ſo e ſo, vile vices 
his maiſt ers. Or than agoyne, wenlde bidde ſome other, "who 
mour ned for his fathers a fnendes deccaſegrather to layghezand 
be meriegbecauſe ſuch dying to this world is the beginning of 
# better life, w heras this here, is but a maner death at it were. 
Furthermore,wolde call an ether in his armes and al 
ceſtnie, bothe a viſſaiue, and a bajtarde, e, Freak he is ſo many 
. diſcentes diſaſieſ from vertueywhiche is the onely rooke of tine 
nobilitie, And in ſuche lyke ſozte — vpon 
all the rett. I pꝛape pou, what ſhulde he pʒeuatle ther⸗ 
hp, but make men take him foz fr antike diſtraught: 
Foz ſurelp as nothing can be moze fooliſche than wyſe⸗ 
dome out of plate. ſo is nothing moze fonde than pꝛu⸗ 
dence eutofſeaſon. And dooethhe not out ot᷑ ſeaſon 
(trow pe) that plieth not him ſeife as the woꝛld goethz 
no will not take the market as it ryſeth{no2 at leaſte 
remembze the law of quaſſyng , Other d1jnke thy drinke 
on iſe. and cor ywaic? On the uthe r ſyde. it is a very 
——— to toueyte to knowe nothing beyond 
his bandd, and either as the whole multitude of other 
men doo, to diſſemnble gladly,o2 to erre, and be detey⸗ 
ued with the moffe. But euin this is Foly (ſaye they). 
And in good fateth J wyll not muche dente it, vpon con 
dition againe thep graunt me, that to diſſemble,o2 exxt 
lo, is the right playing of the pageant! of tyts lyfs. 
Wut (Lozde)a thing naw is come ta my remembzance 
Mall J ſpeake it. e kepe it in? and why ſhulde J kepe 
it in. ſyns it is truer than trueth it ſelle ⁊ hut it is beit 
ti me in ſo waightie a mattier as it is. to pzape ths 


Muſes in mne apde, whom poctes call vppon oftentl 
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mes foꝛ the ver ieſt trifles they waite. Come pe hither 
therfo:e a litle pe Jones daughters, whiles J pꝛoue that 
no man can attapne vato that excellent Sapieuce ,the 
very taſtell (as they name it) of felicitie, vnles J Fos 
lie be their guide and leader. Inpzimis, J take 
it fo2 all readie graunted, that al the affecttons of man, 
per tayne vato Folie. In as muche as pholoſophers 
put this diſtinction betweene a wyle man, and a foole, 
that the one is ſedde hy reaſon, the other by ſenſualitte, And 
therfoze doo the Stoikes ſeclude all affections from a 
wyſeman, as ſo many diſeaſes of the mynde. But 
that not withftandinge, theſe affections are not onely 
lette in ſteede of pilott? to luche as woulde recouer the 
poꝛte of wyſedome, but alſo in anpacte of vertue, art 
ke tertame pꝛin o incitactorts pꝛoudking a man ta 
doo well. DHoweuer in this poinct the Archeſtoike 
Seneca ſtrongly agaynſateth me, who in no wyſe wyll 
a wyſeman ſhould haue any maner affection in dym, 
but whan he taketh that awap, he leaueth man, no mi, 
but rather a new found god without bodily ſence ſuch 
as neuer was, noꝭ neuer ſhall be. Nea, to ſpeake plapn? 
iter, he doeth naught els than fourme a ſtone image of 
a man, without fealing.oz any maner inclinacton pers 
teynyng to a man in deede. Zet the Stoikes therfoze 
(if they liſt) take they; wyleman to theym ſeifes and 
makemuche on hym alone, 02 (it thy thynke good)-go 
and dwell with him in Platos citee,.02 in the lande of 
Fairie, o Vtopia. Foz whiche of yon woulde not 
lothe, and blifſe you from the ol ſuche maner 


a man, as were mortiſied, and benumbed in al thoſe ſenſis and 
vnderſiandmges,that naturally other men are ſedde by 26a 
( 7 * : — no 
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1 reigning fn bin ? ut wude no more be fler 
ſoue, or compaſſ ion, ehan if he were a flint ſtone ? that 
in nothing could overſhoote bim ſeſſe, bt rather ſyke Ar 2 
and caſt che to the vttermoſt no man? 

ly pleaſed with keen l ent be nike? The defers 
onely to be a kynge ? oneſy to be a freeman ⁊᷑ briefly , onely all don ot 
 thinpes, but in his 0wne — thetcnnd for no frien⸗ wpteman. 
des ? friend Fim ſelfe to no man? Wolde not ſtiche to defie the | 
Gods ? and what ſo euer is done of other men inthis preſentſiſe, 
tolaugh at it and diſpiſe it, as a verie madneſſe? Pet ſuche 
amaner quaynt boaſte is this complete wiſeman of 

 thelrs, I pzay pou, tk tho choice went by voyces, 

what titee woulde haue ſuche a goucrnour : vohat ar- 

mie ſuche a capitaine 2 naie what woman wolde deſire 
Cache an hulbande ? oz who woulde bydve ache a geit 
to his houſe 7 0z what ſernaunte pyke him out, ez con- 
tinue with a maiſter of ſo monſfruons condirions;On 
the other ſpde, who would not ſooner p2eferre anyone 
' thoſen euin amonges the thickeſt of the people: who 
beynge a foole, could aptly either gouerne, oz obey foo- 
les, pleaſe the myndes of ſuche as be lyke vnto dym. 
whiche is the moffe parte, be treatable to his wyfe, 
gladly ſeene ot his friendes, mearte in tompanie, and 
laſtiy woulde thinke nothynge vndeſemyng hym, that 
other men vſe commenlp to dose. Dut J wene, 
pe be werte now ol this theyꝛ wpſeman',as J, foz my 
part, was a good whyle agoe« Let vs paſſe therfoze 
1 — — One Fo 
as the Poetes feigne chulde out —— 
bigh plate behold and ſee in ham many miſeries mans = 
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how hardeh(s bzingyng vp, how weake and pewlynge 
his rhildhods, how trauaileſome his youthe, how bea- 
uy his age, and laſt how fearefall his death were, Furs 
ther, darpnge all his life, what band{ of iickneſſes do 
allaile him, what narow channe?hange over his head, 
what diſpleafares come vpon hym, how in all thyng? 
he fpndeth moꝛe galle than honp , beſpdes the inſurſes 
whiche one of pou ſcourgeth an other withall, as po- 
vertee,enpzifonment, woꝛldely hame, rebukpnge,rac- 
kyng,qgple,treaſon,ſklaunder, diſcention, diſceite (but 
now 7 goe about to tell the — — foz what 
offence men deſerned ſuch miſeries, oz what god being 
— lozde, condemned theim to leade their lys 
ues ſo peſtred and plonged in the ſame, ye ſhall perdon 
me. from erpzeſſing,as not leeful foz me at this p;eſent 
tovtter vnto you, but who ſo ſhoulde (J (ape )conſpe 
der all theſe thinges accozdyngly , mygbte it not moua 
bym to appꝛoue the example, and deede of the virging 
of Meleſia, be it neuer ſa piteous to reherſez o ye 
tall vnderſtande, that willyngly, vppon no apparente 
cauſe whp,thep all hunge theim ſelues. Wut ſees 


vou, who were thoſe, that faz tediouſneſſe of this lpfe, 
did ratheſt pꝛeuent death with their owne handes? 
vo ere thei not ſuch as bozdzed neareſt vpon wiſedome: 
among? whom to let paſſe Dio Xenocrates, Ca 
to, Caſſius, Brutus, and ſuche — Chiron, the wiſe 
Centaure, hauynge graunt of the goddẽ, to liue euer ( ſa 
lpkynge hym) in their Cate of immoztalitee , woulde 


none of it, but thoſe rather to die; Pe male ſee ther⸗ 
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menly wile. So that we had nede of a new Promethe⸗ 
us, à new mowide, and anew earth, to make men of, 


vnles J partely thzough ignoꝛante, partly thzough vn⸗ 


ceckefulnefſe,not ſeeldome thꝛough obliuton ofpepnes 
paſſed , ſometyme thzough hope ofbetter foztune, yea 
and now and than ſauourpng their bittred taſte with a 
little hony of pleaſure, did not in ſs manyfolde euilles 


releue and ſuccour theim. In ſoꝛt, that lothe they are Olde men 
to die pet, though the farall ſpindell of their lyfe be- deuurousto 


png tonne out and expyꝛed Charons bote hath moze rue ret. 


than quarter ebbe taried foz their paſſage hence, Ko 
that how lcCe cauſe they haue, whpthey ſhoulde lyue, 
pet ſo muche le ster is life vnto theym, not that they fele 
anycombzaunce of the ſame . Foz it pzocedeth of mp 
goodnelſe (J warrant pou) that commeulp ye ſee olds 
men, of ſo hoze and tremblyng age, as ſcant the figure 
of a man remaineth vnto theim, beyng bothe fimblers, 
dot des, totbles,priſelles, bald,o2 rather to deſcriu 
by Ariſtophanes termes) Q oſtie 21 

tleſ haben, and lame of their beſt ſim({which ſor womanhoode,J 
name not) ſo deſirous pet of lyfe,and ſo coltiſhe,as ſome 
one ot cheim will die his white heares, and ſhaue hym 
ſelfe twiſe a dale: an other will decke his balde crowne 
with a peruke: an other ſette new fethe in his head, ta⸗ 
ken perhaps ont of ſome hogg? thappes: an other fall 
in loue with ſome yonge pig? nie. vſyng moze fondnefſe 
in ſuche kynde of daliaunce than any poungman wold, 
Foz as touchyng fuche Deathes dettours , and ver ale 


Graueporers, as euin at they laſt caſt wedde pounge 


wenches vndowed, but meter to ſerneother mens tur⸗ 
nes than theyzs 
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 audonelp delight, as if they ſwamme vp to the chinnes 
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bſe, as in a maner now it is arrected fo; a great pꝛaiſe 
and charitable kindneſſe vnto theim. But this is no⸗ 


pe maie haue at many of theſe oldwomen, u bo bepnge 
neuer ſq muche palled with longe age, yea and ſo tar⸗ 
caſlike, as if they had lately come from deathes Court, 
will euer pet haue this pzonerbe in their mouthes (He 
is ſy ſe) ſtiluplate the wantons, and fill be tuppyng. Dz 


at leſt hyꝛe ſome pounge Phaon foz mede to dove the 


thynge, fill danbe they: lither chekes with petntynge, . 
neuer goe from the glaſſe, ſhew out their flaggie and 
pendant dugg? pꝛouoke their ſfale nature with hot re-. 
ſcoꝛitiues, ſitte bp at bankettes, daunte galiards, wzite . 
laueletters. c Theſe thinges are mocked 
tammenlp, foz the greatteſt folies (without queſtion) 
thatmaiebe. But pet do theſe my olde gurles nota a 
little lyke theim ſelues herein, takpng it fez a ſinguler 


ina ſea of honp, wher in who but J doeth vphold them? 
and pet theſe deynty wiſemen foz al theyz ſcoznfulnes, 
I woulde they ſhoulde no moze but perpend thus witd 
them ſelues, whither it be better thꝛough ſuche fol to 
lende a ſugred lite, aʒ elles ſtandyng euer vppon narows 
popnet? of wyſedome, to ſeke (as a man woulde ſate) 
an halter to hange withall ? Foz how ſo ever ſuche oo 
liſthe pzanckes are thought to bꝛeede an euil name, J. 
p:ale you , what mattier is that to my fooles, who eps 
ther fele not what the inconuentence'of an ill irepoꝛte 
meaneth,oz if they fele it, tan ſo little ſet by it, aud eaſe⸗ 
ly; paſſe it ouer ? Ita Mylſtone fall vpon thy head, - 
006 entire tone ene rene ren | 
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of reputation, oꝛ euil ſpeche, theſe maie do the much 
hurt as thou feliſt theim ; that and it thon felyſt theym 
not, than are they no euils at all. For what hyneth the, 
the peoples hſſing as ſoge as thou cſappeſt thy ſelf on the back 
yet who hath the grace to do ſo,vnleſie J Folie do arme 
bim therto? But now(mething?)J haue the philoſo= 
phers ones moze in my toppe. Foz that is ( ſape they) 
euin the greateſt miſerie of all, to be blinded ſo with folie, to 
eme ſo;to be deceived ſo, to be ignorant ſo. Nay verilper, 
that is it to be a man. And pet J ſee not why they ſhuld 
tall you miſerable ther toʒe, in as muche as ye be boꝛne 

ſo,ye be oꝛdepgned ſo, and made ſo, and ſuch is ihe tom 

men deſtiney lotted to euery of pou. Foz nothyng mate epicerabre 
be called miſerable, that agreeth with the kind it is not 

neth of, vnles perchaunce ſome woulde thynke a h. 
mans nature were to be lamented, becauſe he ran not w_ Nas. 
tlie as burdes dose, noz goe on all foure as other bea⸗ 

ſes doot, noꝛ fence hym with his hoznen as bulles doe, 

But than by lyke argument, why call they not a fay;e 
hozſe miſerable:betauſe he neuer learned gremmer?oʒ 
eateth no Koftemeate : oz eis a bulle vnhappp./betauſe 
be is not ſhapen to thꝛow the harre : Ergo, as an hoʒſe, 
who tan not his grammer, is not wzetched ,nomoze a a 
man foz his Folie is miſerable, becauſe it agreeth ſo 
aptly with his nature. But ones againe theſe eluiſhe - 
Sophiſters heaue at me The knowlage-(ſate they) of 
difciplines is peculiarly geven to man. t belpe wherof, 
"what he lacketh by natine, he may ſuppſie with his witte and 
feamy»g. A gate mattier, as who ſateth nature, whiche - 
ingnatt?,yea and in herbes, and trees,hath ſo diligent⸗ 
lydoone hir parte, * — haue * | 


1 Diſtipliz 
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fitable oz 
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hir ſelfe defectine, and a niggard, where though he na⸗ 


ded to make recourſe ſoꝛ ayde vnto diſciplines . us hi⸗ 
che diſciplines Theurus that diſmall ſpzite, who never 


willed good to mankpnde, did fyꝛſt fpnde out, foz pour 


rather hurt '\vtter deſtruction, ſo little auatlyng towardes felicitee, 


ful to mon 


dz a hnower. But the 


as rather they doce hynder pon from it, fo whiche pur⸗ 
pole they were chiefly adozned, as Plato verie cle- 
gantly induteth that wpſe Aegyptien kynge to argue, 
diſputynge vpon the kyꝛſt tnuencion of wzptpnge, 80 
therkoze, ſciences tame in tyʒſt, with the reſidue ofthe 
plages ot᷑ mans lpfe, and founde out by the verie ſams 
authours,who lpkewpſe are authours of all miſchiefe, 
that is toſate, by diuelles: whernppon alſo they daue 
their name grounded, fo; Dæmon, ſigntfieth cunnyng 
e good ſiniple people of 
the olde golden worſde, without any diſciplines at all, 
liued onely as Nature taught, and inſtintted them. 

Fo? what neded they any grammer, whan al the wozld 
vled but one ſpeche 2 whiche made alſo to none other ? 
purpoſe, ſaue that one might vnderſtande an other ⸗ 
D: wherta ſerued Logyke whan no tontroueſie 
woo:des myght make a double meanyng: Oz, 
plate hadde Rhetorike, whan none contended with 04 
thers ? Oz to what effect fode Lavve, ſeepng as pet 
eufll maners reigned not, wherupon good lawes (ng 
doubt) were kyꝛſt grounded? Further, they weremoze 
religious, and godly, than with an vngodly , curſfoſitce 
to enſearche the ſetretꝭ of Nature, thequantitee of the 
ſterres, thep: courſes, oꝛ influences,oz the hpdden cans 


ſes of thpng?, ſuppoſyng it againſt godd? fozbone, that 
they beyng moꝛtall anderthly men choulde ru 


ggle to 
know 
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knolo beponde their degrees, Muchelege that euer 
any ſuche madneſſe came in their bzatnes, as ones to 
thynke vpon the inquerie of thyngẽ ſette aboue the ſter⸗ 
res. But whan by little and little the pureneſſe of 
the golden age detaled, than were ſcien? inuented (as 
I ſaied) by wicked ſpzites» bnt right fewe as pet, and 
pꝛactiſed by as fewe . Than afterward?,the ſaperſtiti⸗ 
on of the Chaldees, and idle newfangledneſſe of the 
Grekes added (3 wene) maze than ſix bundzed others; 
beyng mere vexactons of mens bꝛaines, in ſo muche as 
Grammer alone, ts hahle to kepe a man taſke whiles 
beliueth, And pet ( loe) euen among? ſuche: ſciences, 
thoſe we ſe had in moſte pꝛite, that dꝛaw neareſt to the 
tommon ſente and capaciteeof all men (that is ta ſate) 


to golle · . Faz as ſoꝛ Diuines, they male meli enough dd ein 


waltze an hongerd: Mathe maticall vs blows © 
their naples: Aſtronomers are langht to So⸗ 
ke are naught ſet by. Onelp a Phiſicion (as 
ſateth) is more worth then twentie of the reſt, Pea 
and commonly the rather, the vncunnynger;s leflectr, 
tumſpect the vudertaker ol any af thoſe vſuall ſcience 
ls, the moze pet is he regarded a allowed even amongs 
gregt men alſo. Apke as Phiſike, actodinge as mas 
ny naw a dsies dose zelt it, is naught eis than a mem 
bze of Adulacion, as well as Rhetoriko; Mert place 


wherunto is geuen ta Ciuilians and Lavviers: but 1 
am in daubt, whether or 7 — — by 
the rules and eſtatut s of the ; of whole 
p;ofeſſion. as J will ſaie nothynge , fo men are 
wont with one t to haue it in deriſion, as a cer 


47 A ke philoſophic ; but pet theſs 
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dow happy and merueilous is their pꝛopertee : and pet 
' wzight by Geometrie founde ener out ſuche maner 


-d:aw his gutt? after him. Seſydes the ſnafles and 
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Aſſcheades be they, that rule all the roff, and enlarge 
their poſſeſſions, wheras a Diuine in the meane while 


lookynge oner all his bookes of diuinitee, can hardlye 


pyke him out a radiſhe roote foz his diner, doynge bat- 


taple continually with gnatt? and lyſe . And therfoze 
| lpke as ſciences are the moze happie, an auailable, the 


nearer affiuſtee they haue with Folle. Ho are thoſe 


men molt happt, who altogethers mate abſteyne from 


medlynge with any ſciences , and folow Nature onelie 
ko; they; guide and maiſtres, who in no parte ot hir is 
— 02 tnſuffictent, as longe as it ſuffreth vs to kepe 
r ſelues within hir bands. Foz Nature abhozreib 
— karre moze towardly doeth it flou⸗ 
rythe, that with leaſte arte and ture is tended fo. Foz 
lee pou not how among? brute beaſtes, and burdes al- 
ſo, thoſe lyue moſte wealthyly that haue leaſt to dot 


with dilciplines ? noz are ſabtect to aui others gouern⸗ 


mente, ſaupng Natures? The verie bees (trow pe 


(pardie) they haue not all tbeyz ences. what houſe- 


buudynge, as they; tommes ars ot᷑: uohat Philoſo⸗ 


pher did euer fourme ſache a common weale as thetrs 


1s 2 Lontrary, an hozſe betauſe he draweth nereſt) 
to mans ſenfe, and is tonuerſant among” men, is ther⸗ 
fo:e pertaker alſo of ſuthe miſeries as men are ſubiect 
to, As who not ſeldome , whites he is aſhamed to bee 
ouer rotine fo; the belle ; doorth ze him-ſelfe, and in 
battafle whijes'he nie, 


itt che is bꝛoken wtth, the ſpurres hee is 9 | 
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the fables enpꝛilonment he is hampꝛed with, the 
pes he is laſched with, the cogill? he is taſted with, the 
halters he is tied with, the ryders he is laden with, and 
bzicfly,all that tragedie of his bondage, whiche willing 
lie in a maner he tooke vpon him (vf we geue credite 
to Aeſopes fables) whyles(as theſe valiaunt men do) 
his deſpꝛe was to be wꝛoken on the harte hys enemie. 
Now howe muche leefer is the life of theſe pzettie - 

ſmall burdẽ: who onelp Nature pꝛicketh theim , lyue 

from hande to mouthe, in depe qutetneſſe, as longe as 

men will let theym alone? That and if they foztune * 

to be taken, and made toſpnge in a tage, pet (loꝛde) 

bow muche they want than of theyꝛ natiue grace, and 
pꝛoperneſſe: $0 farre more ſineſ) ye ſhall finde it, that ras 
ther nature induceth, than that arte conſireigneth. I tan ne⸗ - 
uer therfoze fully commende Pythagotas, who whan , ch ago⸗ 
vnder diuerſe bodies and likeneſſes de had ben al thin ras coun; 
ges, a Philoſopher, a man, a woman, a kinge,a prinate perſon ten any 

6 fiſhe , an hole, @ frogge » yea (J wene) v ſponge alſo, bputecreas 
ludged pet no kyndeof creature moze miſerable than e 
man, betauſe all the reſte were content tolius as Na» than man. 
ture had limitted theym. Onely man would p:eaſſe to 
paſſe his band? Nea and therfoze among? men, he 
p:eferredalſothe Ideote, and ſimple vulgars, befoze 
other learned and reputed perſons. So Grillus (J 
thynke) was better adniſed,than Vliſſes , foz all hys | 
deepe witte, in that he had rather grunt ſtiſ in the ſtie, being | 
changed into a hogge through Circes ſorceries, than waifaring 

with him, toſuffe ſo many Wretched,and greeudus e ß auntes. 

In whiche poyntt J take it, that Homer alſo the father of 
fables dooeth conſent wyth me: on where 3 
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plates he calleth all moꝛtall men bothe wofulſ and wret⸗ 
ched, and than agapne ſpeakyng of Vliſſes, the exem⸗ 
ple (as he makes hym ) ora perfite wyſeman, geueth 
bpm the addition of ſigling · oꝛ penſiue, whiche in no 
plate pe finde attributed to Paris, oz Aiax, oz Achilles, 
But wherfoze trow pe dooeth he ſo? Sane koz that 


Vliſſes bepnge double, and craftie ,vſed Pallas ad- 


nyſe in all hys pꝛotedynges; and was ouerwyſe, as he 
that tooke the fardeſt dꝛifte he myght from Natures 
courſe. usherkoꝛe lykt as among? moztall men they 
are fardeſt remoued from bliſtulneſle, that gene theim 
ſelues to the ſtudie of wyſedome, pea, twyſe fooliſhe 
in this, that being boꝛne men, they woulde poſſible pf 
they could,vſurpe the ate of the immoꝛtal Gods and 
(as poetes feigne the Geantes did) with their. engins of 
ſciences moue wane agaynſt Nature.Do they on the other 
ſpde ſeeme leaſt miſerable, and wꝛetched, who dzawe 
neareſt to the bluntneſe of bzute beaſtes, and attempt 
nothinge beponde mans degree. Fo2 pzoufe wher- 
of I wyli not blinde yon with theſe Stoikes Sy llogiſ- 
mes, but rather indute yon by ſome familiar exemple. 
And by the fayeth pe owe to the immoꝛtall godd?, map 
any thing to an indifferent conſidzer be deemed moꝛe 
happie, and bliſtull, chan is thts kinde of men, whome 
commenly pe call fooles , doſtes, ideotes, and paches ? bp 
maſt fay:e and goodlynames as J take theim 2Per- 
, I moue a thyng without purpoſe, and very 

de at the fy: ſyght, but ere J haue dooen, ye wyll 
graunt J haue cauſe to ſay it. Seeyng fy:zffe ſuthe 
ideotes are free, and exempt from all feare of death, 


whiche feare is no mall toꝛroſiue, to a mind that min- 


deth it 
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deth it J warrant you, Lpke as they album t what 
a atwitrhing turment it is, to haue a grudged conſcitce 
and ſhzinke as littel at theſe oldwiues tales of ſpaites, 
of diuill?,of hobgoblyne and the fapzies, neither mour- 
nyng to them ſelues foz feare of euils and aduerſities 
impending, noz bꝛagginge ouermuche vpon hope of a- 
uy good lucke commyng. To be bztefe,they are not 
tawed,no; pluckt a ſunder with a thouſande thouſand 
tares, wherwith other men are oppꝛeſſed. They bluſhe 
at nothyng, they doubt nothyng, they conepte no digni⸗ 
tte, they enule no mans fo2tune , they loue not pcra- 
mours : and laftly if thepbe verie bzute Naturalles, 
now they ſinne not, as doctours doo affirme. Here, 
J would mp aiſters of ſarience, naye rather M aiſter 
ſooles,thoulde repute with theym ſelues, how on all ſy⸗ 
des they; myndes are vered continually. Pea lette 
theym but gather to actompte, to what a noumbze of 
diſcommodities, inconueniences , and difficulties the 
ſate of theyz lyfe is endebted, and ſo they ſhall ſoone 
ſumme vp,from howe many , and howe great enill? J 
haue ſubtraied theſe myſelie patches. who not onelye 
them ſelues are euer meryplaping,ſinging,and laugh 
ynge: but alſo what euer they doo , are pꝛouokers of 
others lykewyſe to pleaſure, ſpozte, and laughter, as 
who ſayeth,ozdepned herefoze by the godd? of they; be⸗ 

neuolence,to recreate the ſadneſſe ot mens lyues. 
That wheras dfuerſe among? the ſclues are diuerſiye 
enclined, pet doo all men generally wpth one allente 
owe fauour to theſe pooze fooles, coueit them, fede the; 
ftroke them,embzace them, yea ſo muche lacketh that 
any A nn any ERIE 
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the verſe wildebeaff? (experience teacheth) haue been 
ſeen to ſpare and fozbeare from hurtpng of theim, tho 
rough a certapne naturall ſenſe of their innotentie. 

Foz ſuche Naturals are holp, and conſecrate vnto the 
godd7,ſpecially to me: and not without cauſe therfoze 
doo folke ſo eſteme theim. Zpke as many great loz- 
des there be, who ſet ſo muche by theim, as ſcant they 
can eate their meate, oꝛ byde a minute without them, 
theriſching theim(by ſyſle alttle better, than they ate 
wont to doo theſe frouning philoſophers. A few of why» 
che ſozt alſo foz honours ſake , and furniture of thepz 
tourte, they voucheſaut to enterteine. But why they 
vſe to make moze of the other, J thinks it ſoone geſ⸗ 
ſed, and ought not to be meruapled at. Foz theſe wap⸗ 
warde wyſemen neuer comefoozth but with admoni⸗ 
tion, and booke leſſons, yea and though confidence of 
their learning, are not ſometyme aſhamed to ſaye the 
trouth: wheras my fooles ſupplie a farre moze grati⸗ 
ous and acceptable office,to delite men with theyꝛ play 
ing,dalyinge,fonde talke, and deutſes, Pea and a⸗ 
boue al this,haue a meruaplous pꝛopʒetie, in that they 
onely are playnſapers, and ſouthſpeakers. And what 
is moze laudable(at leaſt as outwardly pe commende 
it) than playneCe of ſpeche ? Fo; although Alcibiades 
pꝛouerbe in Þlato aſcribeth trouth to children and dronben⸗ 
nes, pet may all the pzapſe therof be chiefelp appended 
to me, as Eripides can well teftifie , who wzote thus: 
A Joole ſpeaketh like a fodle (id eſt ) plainely. Fo; 
what ſoeuer he bath in his thought, that ſheweth he al 
ſo in his conntinaunce, and erpzeſſeth it in 
Wheras theſe wiſemen are they,that ar dc 


talke, 
toumge d 
as the 
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as the aftgefayd Euripides tellethbs; with: the one of 
whiche they ſpeake the trueth, with the other, thynges 
mete foz the time and audience. Theyz pꝛopꝛetie it 
is to chaunge blacke into white, and out of one mouth 
to blow bothe hote and tolde: and thynke vnhappelieſt 
in their hart?,whan they ſpake ſmothelieſt with theyz 
tounges. How be it me ſeemeth that pzinc?, how e- 
uer the haboundant felicitie of their eſfate is wonte to 
daſe meane folk? epes,mapye pet as to this reſpecte be 
counted right miſerable, becauſe they want, of whome 
to here the trouthe , and are fapne therefoze to take 
flattrers foz their friendꝰ. But ſome wyll ſape, trouth 
map not at all tymes be ſpoken, and therfoze are theſe 
wpſemen ſo efrhewed, becauſe without reſpecte they 
ſpeake frankely. Nowſo it is in deede, trueth ( foz 
the moſt parte) is hatefull topzinces. And pet weſe, tue talk 
that of fooles oftetymes,not onely true tales, but e- offooles 
uin open rebukes are with pleaſure declared, That vuruns 
what wooꝛde compngout ofa wiſemans mouthe were hed. 
an hanging mattier , the ſame pet ſpoken by a foole 
ſhall muche delighc euin him that is touched therwith. 
Suche a liuely grace to content men hath veritie, as 
longe as it be mixed with naught els that may offende. 
But without office to dooe the ſame the godd? haue 
graunted to fooles onely. And ſo in a maner vppon omen 
ke cauſes,haue women lyke pleaſure intheim,inas deute in 
much as naturally the Feminine Sexe is bended al to fooles. 
ry That what ſo euer they do with 

theſe fooles,although ſometyme (may chaunce) it be 
paſte ſoꝛte, yet haue they the caſte to expounde it to be 
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as euer women be redp witted to turne and excuſe the 
mattier. But now to retourne to my purpoſe, mp - 
deotes hauyng thus ledde foozth thep; tyme, in muche 
triumphe, and ſolace, at laſt without any feare oꝛ ſenſe 
ol death. dos paſſe hence the right wape to paradpſe, 
there allo to dilpozte theyꝛ quiet and innocent ſoules in 
tontinuall playe, Now gos to it ye liſt, and conferre 
any wpſeman of theym all, with theſe my ſymple, and 
leaſt regarded fooles , touchynge thep2 ſtate of bliſ⸗ 
fulnele. Oz rather let vs dꝛaw on the other ſpde,foz 
a compariſon betwire theym , the extract of a man 
of wyledome. Foz exemples ſake, a taityue (ſo J may 
tall hym) that hath wozne out all his childhade , and 
pouthkull yeres in learning qf diſciplines, hauyng loſte 
ſo the ſweteſt part of his lite in continuall watches, ca- 
trauaples, noꝛ in all the reſidew that euer ta⸗ 
ſted one dꝛamme ot pleaſure, being euer niggardlp, e⸗ 
ger pooꝛe, melancholike, and frounynge: as harde and 
wꝛongkull to him ſelfe, as inſuppoztable and odious to 
others, pale, meigre, ſikelp, and blere eyed, waſted a⸗ 
wate with elde, and bozenes,whiche bis owne wpllfull 
ſtudie auaunted to him befoze his time:pea and befoze 
his tyme poſtyng (as it were) out of lyfe, although it 
ſkilleth not how ſoone he dfeth, who euer yet lyued. 
And this (loe) is that goodly image of theyꝛ wpſeman; 
But ones againe theſe Philoſophers,oz verelier(Sto 
ike frogges do crocke at me) "Tor nothyng ( ſaie thei)is 
more miſerable than madneſſe; but a notable jolie is next ſibbe - 
nfo macineſſe,or rather mad neſſe it ſeſje. Fer what is mads 
neſſe eſs, ſanyng a geueralſ endin and abyſion of the mynde? - 
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but let vs pꝛoue yet, by the Muſes leaue, how we can 
refelle this Syllogiſme of thepzs; whiche (in deede) 
thethave ſubrillyknitte togethers,bat as in Plato, So- 
crates teatheth vs, to dcude ene venus into two, and one 
Cupide, into t wo Cupides , So lykewyſe thele Eogitiens, 
it they had doone right, ſhulde haue deulded oz diſtin⸗ 
gued one kpnde of madnede from an other. In as mils 
che as euery madnelle, is not ſtraight therfoze miſera⸗ 
ble. Foz than Hozace wouldenothaneſatde, Js it net a 
wete, and pleaſaunt madneſſe that deceineth me? Nor plato 
likewiſe weuſche haue put the ravyng of poetes, prophetes, and 
—.—— the prineipaſi . of this liſe 
the maden virgiſe would have called the ſong 
vet ray and pereprinacion af A / neus, a madde labour, But 
— mult vnderſtande, that there be two kyndes of mad⸗ 
nelle. One is that rage, whiche the Furies of hell, 
beyng puniſſhers of the wicked, doe bztnge with them, 
as often as they graſte, and faſten in the mindes ofmoz- 
tall men, either feruente veſy:e of an vniuffe reuenge⸗ 
ment, oꝛ bnſactate touetouſneſſe of golde, oꝛ curſed and 
vnleefull loue, oꝛ parent laughter, oʒ treaſon, with ſuch 
other plagues ſente by the tuſf iudgement of the gods, 
fo2 the puniſſhyng of miſdooers , Oz whan thoſe Fu- 
ries do trouble, and vtxe the giltie conſcience of a man. 
with the pꝛicke of dzedefull furfouſneſſe , But there 
is an other kynde of madneſſe, karre vnlike the fozmer;, 
whiche pꝛotedeth from me wholy,and mot is to be em- 
bzaced', As often as acertaine pleaſant rauyng oʒ ery 
rour. of the mynde, delluereth the herte ol that man. 
whom it polleſſeth, rom all wonted taretulneſe, v ten 
Nc diuers waies, muche Ea amy 4 4 
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lectacton. | Now this ſayde Errour of the mynde, ag 
a ſpeciall jewel, and benefite of the goddẽ, was wyſſhed 
after ; euin of Cicero him ſeſſe, in a tertayne epyſfie he 


derſlanding of jo great eniſs, as at thoſe da yes oppreſſed bis cos 
frey. Epkewyſe Argiuus, he whom Horace wziteth 
of,judgednot muche amyſſe. Who this farfoozth ras 
ned, that whole dates togethers he woulde ſitte alone 


wꝛote to atticus,to the ende he mi 2225 no ſence, nor vn. 


played) laugbynge, and tlappynge bis handes , and re- 
ioplyng muche to hpm ſelle, betauſe hym ſeemed vert- 
li that ſome excellent Tragedies wert in playing there 


| wheras in deede he ſawe nothinge at all. wan pet 
 fazallthac as to other reſpect?, he behatied hym ſelfe 
wyſelp enough, being welbeloued of his friend? , gens 


till to hys wpfe,and eaſy to his ſernant?, without fab fab 
lyng in any rage with theim, whan he'founde a backs 
faulſet ſet in his wyne veſſel},. Now whan his 
folkes pzocurement,geuinge him medecines 
had healed his diſeaſe,and reſtoꝛed bym to his fozmer 
wittes, marke ye, how he fell out with theym, in bla- 
RR —— onto ms 
not ſaued me, ö wry J in 

—— —— 
5 elettable error of mynde. And well mought 
thou ſap — — — 
and had moꝛe node than thou of Elleborus to pourge 
theym,who foke in hand to azine and expell out of the, 
fopleaſauntandbappiea madneſee,in fede of a great 
diſeale, as they tooke it. How be it, Jam in doubts 
. OE RT” 
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n Fox (fone that is 
ſandblynd woulve take an afte top a moplo, oz other Sur cr- 
-pzaiſe a rime of Robyn hode, fo2 as excellent a making, ,,,anec. 
as Troplus of Chaucer, yet ſhoulde they not ſtraigyt⸗ 
wates be counted madde therfoze., But he that not 
onsly erreth in his ſentes, dut is deteiued alſo in ſudge 
ment ot ——.— — — 
tuſtome, he (J ſate) maie well be holden madde, and 
out ol his right minde, As il ſome man ſo often as he 
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may tutte out an axe, os ſheepp, where as-ſuch 


al ibe wylde beade, in a cextains oder 
dverptyrtumſfantiy. uo hiche dueyng de onder by 
©*...,_., notſpeabyng.«Woezdebebaladiſolemaly.as 1, 
ſome holy Miſterie;hauing ſeen the xte pet 


b»heras theſe huntarg.tb;ough 
_ eaipngoſtbeyabencxio,gayne 
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a woman, him doe men geue the name al a madde man 


 - becauſe few are attuſtomed to erre ſaouttakyngly. .-} 


But whan weſee-an buſbande. take bis wpfezin whom 
— Coperteners, to bethaſter yet than euer 
was Penelope, muche rrioyſyng in his good happe, 
but right happely miſtakynge the.mattier, hym nowe 
doeth uo man cal madde, betauſe that maried men are 
commenly diſpoſed to ſuche diſeaſes. Muthe after 
whiche rate da ſuche fojkes alſo raue pleaſantly,as pʒe 
ferre hunting beloꝛe al other pallimes . pꝛoteſting what 
an incredible pleaſure thei cbcetue.ſo often as thei here 
that foule muſike,whiche a hozne maketh, being touted 
in, on the howlyng;of-a meny of dogg?, yea J thpnke 
the verie ſteuche of che houndes kennell, ſenteth maſks 
unte they2 noſes, Foz as toutbyngs the death et g 
drart, oꝛother wilde beaſt, ye know your ſelues, whaf 
ter monies thei ble about the ſame · Euerp 


ſon maie not be 
bareheadded, and ſet on hnees, with a knie prepared 
pꝛoperip to that vſes(foz euery kynde of unte is nat 
allowable) alſo with certaine teſtures, tuttes a ſundex 
ter tapne partes 


a hundꝛed tymes betoze. Than (fir) whole: happe 46 
be to cate parte ofthe. fleſhe; many; bedhinhes verity 
to be made therby halfe-a gentleman. So therſoza 
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dos them Telf2s alſo degenerate into wildeand laluage 
pꝛopʒeties, pe mape ſee pet, how thꝛough thys errour of 
mins.they reputs they2 lyues ledde in moze than pꝛin⸗ 
tely pleaſiire. And lykewyſe, are not they moſte mad 
— — 

| fo ſet vp,and plucke downe Svildeds) | 
agayke,now ſquare,now rounde, now of thys caſf,now 

of that, neuer making ende, till bꝛought at laſt thereby 

to extreme ponertie, they haue not ſo muche left them 
as a totage where to put in theyꝛ head? noz one crolle 
of comfozt, to bie theim bzeadde wichall . ' But what 
therol : fozſouth afew yeres haus they ſpente yet, tn 
great wanhope, and pleaſure. Not farre vnlyke theſe 
Alcumiſtes,0z multipliers,who by they; newfound ſe- 
trete ſeience, go aboute to we be — into metal, 
ſerchynge bothe by ſea and by lande, a tertalne Quin/ 
teſſence Theſe men arte ſo enticed by an hope they «rs. 
haue to bꝛings theyz feate to paſſe, as neyther labour, 
no; toſt map wſthdzaw theym from the ſame, but witti 
lie euer they doo deniſe ſome new thinge,wherwith to 
begyle them ſotues agayne, till at lat, hauyng ſpent all 
they toulde male, thers remaineth not to them lo mus 
the ſyluer, as wherwith to bie bechen toles foz theyz 
koꝛnate. Natheles they leaue not to dꝛeame fill of 
wonderous pleaſant inuentions, entourageyng others 
as muthe as in them lieth, to the ſame trade of feliti⸗ 
tie. That whan at laſt all hope fozſaketh theym. pet 
—— this pꝛouerbe in their monthes,in ſteede ot a a 
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life , whiche ſafficeth not foz the great weight ol (a 
depe acunnyng to be fully ſerched ou. Mozecuer 
theſe dyſeplaiers, though J doubt whether they mad⸗ 
» 02 furious pet ſurely it is à kfeoliſſh, 
ans ridit light , to beholde manp of them ſo ge- 
ven to the plaie,that as ſoone as they but here ones the 
Counde of the dyſe ſpꝛingyng vpon the boozde , (Lozde) 
bow by and by they herts beginne to lepe and thꝛobbe 
in their belies . Further, thzough a tertaine ſuckling 
hope of gayne, haupnge made ſhipw2ecke of all theyz 
good?, whan theyz ſhippe Erikes vpon the Diſerocke, 
a daunger farre moꝛe perillous, than is the rate of 25zi- 


taine) theim ſelues hardely eſtapyng in theyz hoſe and 


they: doublet?, yet ſooner will they begyle theyz owns 
b:other, than him that nicked theim of theyz monep, 


 teffelsperchaunce they mpght be counted foule game⸗ 
ters. Pea, and beyng elde nowe, and almaſt blpnde, 
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pet pla ſe they ill with glaſeneies ; and laſtly hauynge 
they? fpngers ſa knobbed wich the goute , as rendzeth 
— impotent, pet bye they ſome other to caſt the diſe 
fo: them. In whiche kinde of madneſte (J wene)thet 
myght paſſe they; tymes right pleaſantly, ifit did not 
foz the moſt part burſt into a rage, and ſo pertaine ras 
ther to the Furies of hell, than to me. But thoſe men 
(no queſtion) are wholpof my retinew, that put theyz 
fole delyte in tellpnge oz hearyng of cheſe feigned mi⸗ 
racles,o2 verilier monſtrous liea, being neuer ſatiſfied 
threwith,as whan they feigne certaine terrible tales of 
goſtes, ſpꝛites, fap:tes, and diuels, with thouſande ſu- 
che other oldwyues inuenclans, which the further thek 
ſaund from trueth, are the gladlier delcued, and mozs 
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pleaſantly dose fede mens tares. Foz ſately farhe 
fables are not onelp doultet to paſſe the tyme withall, 
but gainfull alſo to thepz pzattiſers, ſuche as pardoners 
and be. Than agayne next nepghbours to theſe 
are ſuche as haue a foolyſh, but pet a pleaſane perſwa 
ſion to theim ſelues, that what date they ſee a woodden 
02 a peincted image ofthe giant ſayntt Chriſtopher, 
no miſchance ſhall betyde them. Oz il thei grete ie 
grauen image ot ſainct Babara, with ſome pzater p:e- 
ſtribed foz that vſe, thepcan not but retsurne hurte- 
leffe from the warres, ©zifvpon the londates they 
woozlhippe ſaintte Eraſmus, with certaine tapers and 
Pater noſters, thei ſhal in ſhoꝛt ſpace become rich men, 
Foz what ſpeake Jof others, who with feigned Per⸗ 
dones, and remiſſtons of ſinnes dooe pleaſantly flattre 
theim ſelues, takpng vpon theim to meafure the ſpace. 
ent — Purgatorie, as it 

wers by houreglaſles, t, bothe the yeres,the 
monthes, the daies, the houres, and the leſte minutes, 

without miſſpng, as it they had taſt it by Algryſme :? 

Oz what of choſe , that vnder confizence ot tertayne eres 
Magike praiers, and charmelyke Roſaries,, whichs 
ſome deuoute deteiuour inuented fyꝛſte, epther foz his 
pleaſure, 02 his p2ofite, dooe pꝛomiſe them ſelues all 
gladde thyng2, richeſſe, honour, pleaſure, good fare, 
longe health, lenger lyfe, greene age, pea, and the nert 
ſeate in heauen to godalmightie, whiche ſeatepet by 


haue thoſe heanenly fotesſueceve in the others plates, 
(image we) of ſome bſarer,02 man bf warre, 
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And here now J mate dzingemnthefoolyſhe wanhope 


rupte iudge, who caſteth foozth one halfepeny daldie 
euiit gotten good?; null ſtraight thinke that the whole 
boozde of his foꝛmer millpfe, is at ones fo:genen him, 
and that his periuries;, his lecheries, dis daimkennef- 
ſes,b2aulyng%.veceit?,trumperies, and treaſons, wht 
che infinitely he by all his lyfe committed, are therebp 
as vpon a Quitꝭ eſt redeemed; yea and ſo redeemed, as 
it mate be ter full fo: him;therupon to retourne a freſhe 
to a new woꝛlde ot vptes. Further, how foolyſſhe, 
nate rather how happie are thoſe good ſoules? whiche 


in laiyng dayly the. vit. verſes pykod out or the whole 


Pſaltier, beleene they tan not myſſe of too too great a 
good tourne at godd? bandes : A hiche verſes (it (s 
ſaide) Sainct Bernard learned fyꝛſt et᷑ a certayne mery 
conceited diuell, pet lenger tounged, than craftte , foz 
the pooze wꝛetthe let Saiuct Bernard begyle hym. But 


às koꝛ the verſes, beyng in deede ſo balde, and nothyng 
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toꝛeſpondant ta the bꝛaue title they beare, as welnere 
I my ſelfe am aſhamed of them, pet are they allowed, 
not onely of the people, but alſo of mp great preſidentes 
of religion. Mazeouer , ſauoureth it not of the ſame 
ſauce (from ye) whan euerie countrey chalengeth-a 
ſeuer all ſainct fo theyꝛ patrene, aſignpng: further to 
eche ſainet a peculiar ture and office, . alſo — 
waies of woozſhipppnge? as, this ſaindt heſpeth for 
tethacheFhet ſocouteth inefildbyrths Thoſe di 
an other aydeth ſh;pmen 1 tt her taketh pin? 
fine ar agus and oof the ren: fo; to lunge wers 
it to 
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— — ſomeſatnct? there be/ that ars 
generally a lo many thynges: among? whom 
chie ſely is the virgin mother of god: in whom vulgar 
folke haue an eſpetiall conſfdence,pea almoſt moze thi 
in hit ſonne. But what is it (J mate pou) that men Uulgar 
make peticion foz vnta theſe ſainct?+ ſaupng foz. thyn- kolhe praie 
ges perteyning — —- 2 
mong?fo:monypepneted tables images ut nn, and updtbome 
other oſtring d whet with all the walles; and erbeten ol 

ſome pylgrimage chapels are decked, in toben uf daun 
— — —— 
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fweete athinge is it, ta he tumbꝛed wich no wiſedonre, 
— — — 
 Buthow DD into 


— = moon 
— tonide 

ann ate truely) ha 8 as thow 6 
——ů—r 


out lhe aw be ape, mene == 


OF FOLIF. 


woo:lhipfully enterred, with none other deſyꝛe in thys 
poyncte, than ik being made matozs o2 ſheriues they 
ſhoulde oꝛdeyne a mydſomer ſyght. And truelp, make 
I neuer ſo much haſte, yet I cannot paſſe oner in ſy- 
lence thoſe pecockes,whiche in deede are nothinge dil⸗ 
ferent from the poozeſt coblers that clowte ſhoone, and 
pet vnder a baine title ofnobilitte doo wonderſly ſtand 
in theyꝛ owne conceptes. One of theym bꝛingẽ his pe» 
tigrew from Aeneas, an other from Brutus, an other 


from Arthur: They ſhew the grauen and peyntted ar 


mes of theyꝛ auncelfours; they ſp eake of theyꝛ graund⸗ 
jathers, great graundſathers, belgraundſathers, and great be's 
granndfathers,wheras they them ſelues ſtand lyke bloc- 
kes. in a maner lee woꝛth, than thoſe peintted lignes, 
whiche they giozte in. And pet, thzough! this ſweete 
perſwaſion of Selflyking, they teade a golden lyfe: 
namely ſince ſuche there want not, as very fooles as 


. the other, that haue theſe kynde of calues in veneracton 


as it they were godde. But what ſpeake Jnowe of 
one. 0z two. eremples ⁊ as though this Selflykinge 

made not moſt me, manifoldly,by wonderous meanes 
molt happy in thepz owne opinion: as whan one fow- 
ler than any mar molet, thinkꝰ hym ſelke to be goodlier 
than Abſalon Oz ſome other, as ſoone as he tan 
dꝛab thzes lines with a tompalle, tabes him ſelfe to be 
Geometrie as euer was Euclides. An 
other (yke an aſſe tothe harpe;, though he ſynge no better 
than a Gynee tocke, weeneth pet to be Hermogenes, 
that extellent miſicten, Than agatne, this (no faple) 
is a werte kynde of madneſſe, whiche we ſe in diuers 
r what energualitle they; frienves , oꝛ ſer⸗ 
unuauntes 
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uauntes haue, doo glozie as muthe therin, as if they 
toulde doo it theym ſelues. Mot muche vnlike that 
wealthte richeman, whome Seneke wziteth ok, vhs 
takyng vpon hym to tell atake,havcacr his ſeruaunt? 
at hand td pꝛompt him where he milled; and being him 
telfc ſo fehle as ſrantly he coulde ſtande on hys legges, 


woulde not feare pet vpon confidence of lo many pous 


Sradua⸗ 
tes of ar; 
tes. 


dꝛedbefe lubbers, as he fedde at home, to make a mathe 
with any man at footeball. Furthermoze J — 
it nedeleſſe fo2 me, to fouche any whit theſe gradu 
of artes, and fctences. Seynge that Selfloue is a 
thers lo muche theyꝛ alie , as any of theym wpll | 
ner be dꝛiuen from the cnherttance his father left him 
than geue plate in tunning to any others: but chiefelp 
theſe $ynging men, Sopßiſtrers, K hetoniciens, and poetes 
doo extell therin: among? whome, the vncunnynger, 
the moꝛe lyketh hym felfe , and the franklper boſtetg 
what he can doo. And (yke (eture; ile lifres: foz thy 
balder the thing be, the moze are mt wont to be in lous 
with it: as tommenlp the wooꝛſt thyngẽ are beſt fante⸗ 
ſied, betauſe (as aſoꝛe I ſaped) the molt parte of men 
ars ſubiecte vnto Folie. And therfoze, if ſo be that a 


man the vncunninger he is, the deeper pet dandeth in 


his owne toncepte, and is of moſte men the moꝛe attep⸗ 


ted, now J ſee not to what entente the ſhoulde rather 


couette the true and perfite: knowlage of the thynge 
that he pꝛoleſleth, whiche fy ſhoulde toſte him longe 
labour and expencebefozc he atteine it, and being ones 
pad, ſhould make him the lelle vnderſtanded, the mozt 
fearefull to mie in vttring of it, and laſtly tummien · 
ded ofa I 
nelle tan 
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nelle tan not reche to the fines of the lame. Moꝛeouer, 
wee ſee how nature as in ſingular men, ſo alſo in eche 
Nacion, and almoſt in eche citie,hath graffed a certain 
commen ſelklizynge. And ſo it tommes to paſſe, that 
Engliſſhemen peculferly befoze all other thing?, dooe 
vindicate vnto theim faire ſhape of the bodie, muſtke, 
and well karſed tables, Scotres, doo boffe theim ſel- 
ues in thepz nobilitie, and nereneſſe of bloudde to their 

inte, not a little alſo tlattring theym ſelues in they: 
Duns docttrine Frenchemen, woulde be counted cp- 


vile, and curteys ofmaners. Pariſiens, all other na⸗ 


mes ſet a ſide, deſite yet that the ſcience of Theologle 
be petulierly annexed fo they? vntuerſitie. Italians, a 
boue all mencounte them ſelues learned in humanttie 
and eloqence,chieflp gloztpnge in this, that a monges 
all other nations, they be not Barbarous, « Jn whyche 
kynde of felicitie the Romains are pꝛintipall, who eutn 
yet, dzeame pleaſauntly of the triumphes of they: 
olde-Rome. Veneciant, put great confidence in they; 
nobilitie. Grekes, as authours of all ſcientes, doo 
magnifie them ſelues in ſo many famous men, as wht 


lom flouriſhed in theyꝛ countrep, Turkes,and all that 


frothe of the very Barbariens, woulde be tommended 
pet euin foz their religion, laughinge chꝛilten men fo 
ſcozne,as rather full ot ſuperſticions. But much moze 
ſweetely are the leyves detepued, who conffantly loke 
yet after theyꝛ Meſſias, and euin till this daye ſtande 
obynately by theyz Moyſes law. Hiſpanierdes, 
wolde be taken koꝛ good men of warre. Allemaignes 
doo faune vpon theym ſelues fo their talnefle 4 and 
bnowlage in artmagike, Thus, as it were to longe to 

0 Ju | . repete 


The com 
men ſeltiy⸗ 
kyng ot 
eche Nacis 
on, 


THE PRAISE 


repete all, ſo von tee (J trow) howe muche this arro⸗ 
gance of Selfloue dooeth delite all men, in all plates. 


| With whom in a maner hir liſter Adulacion may tom 


| \ pare. Foz Selfloue is naught els, but whan a man 
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rageth a weake (pzite,comfozteth one d2 


fauneth on bym ſelfe. u?hiche pf thou dooeſt to an'o- 
ther, than is it Adulacion, oz flaterie. But now a 
dapes Flaterie (on gods name ) is taken foz a vile fault, 
but ol ſuche as are moued rather with the name, than 
with the thing it ſelfe. They thinke how kaleth, may 
euyll ioygne with klaterie, whiche to be other wyſe, we 

map learne though the exemple of bꝛute beaſtes. Foz 
what can be moze faunynge, and flattrynge to a man, 
than a dogge? but than agapne, what is moze faythful: 
vohat is fuller of daliante than a ſquyzell 2 but than 
agapne what is leſfe hurtfull? Unleſſe perchaunce pe 
will ſale, that Lyons, Tygres, oꝛ Leoperd? axe meter 
loʒ mans retreatcion. How be it there is in deede a 


tertaine kinde of flaterie,wherby ſome traytours and 


deceitfull villaines, doo trayne ſimple folkes oftenty- 
mes to their vndoynge. But this Adulacion of mpne 
p:ocedeth wholy from a certapne gentilneſſe,and eaſy 
whiteneſſe (as it were) ofa friendly good wpll , and 
d;aweth muche nearer to a vertue,than doeth hir ton⸗ 


trarie, that is to ſap,a rougbe plaineſſe, or vumanerly crab⸗ 


bedneſſe, to beare. with no man, This Adulacion encouy 
ouppng in ſad 


neſſe,quickeneth a langwilchyng thought, wakeneth a 
dulle head, teiſeth vp a ſicke minde, mollifieth a ſtub⸗ 
bourne hert, getteth loue, aud ones gotten, retepneth it 
ſcyll, enticeth childꝛen with a good wil to lerne their bo 
kes, gladdeth olde folkes, teatheth, and admoniſſheth 


pꝛyncẽ 
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pꝛintꝭ of theyz duitiees, vnder conlour of pꝛapſe, with- 
out offendpug,bziefly,it maketh that eche man to hym 
ſelfe is bothe dearer , and moze acceptable: whiche ef- 
fect map well be taken foz the chiefeſt membze of feli⸗ 
citie.And what can be moze faunyng, than whan one 
man pꝛayſeth an other 2 ſyke moyles clawing ec he others 
backen Oz what needeth me to alleage vnto yon, howe 
thys flatterte ſupplieth a great good poꝛclon of that fa⸗ 
mous Eloquence, greater perielof Phiſike, æ greateſt 
of Poetrie: at ones, that ſhe is euin the very hon, and 
conſerne of mans ſoctetie and companying togethersz 
But Philoſophers ſale it is a miſerable thinge to be begy⸗ 
ſed,and ere ſo. Nate, moſt myſerable is it (I ſaye) not 
to erre, and not to be deteyued. Fo too too are they de⸗ 
teiued, who wene that mans felititie tonſiſt eth in thin⸗ 
ges ſelle, and not rather in the opinion how the ſame 
are taken. „there is 
ſo great darkeneſſe and diuerſueſſe, as nothing may beclerrlye 
know ne out, nor diſconered : lyke as truly was affirmedby 
mp Academicall philoſophers, the leaff arrogant a- 
monges all thepz Sees. Oz pt᷑ that aught may be 
knowen ,'the ſame pet not ſeldome diſauayleth to the 
glad ſomeneſſe and pleaſure of the lyfe. Laſtly, ſo is 
mans mynde kramed, as muche moꝛe it deliteth in thin 
ges to the ſhew. than in ſuche as are in deede, vohere⸗ 
of who ſo liſt to haue a linelp pzouffe , let hym no moe 
but gos ta a ſermon, whertn it ought be ſapdgranelye, 
and to the mattier.he ſhal ſee ſtrayght all the audiente 
other ſlepe .o gaſpe,oz be bꝛkeſome. But and pf the 
ſwetzer (thepzcacher J woulde haue ſayde falle ti out 
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tale of Geſta Romanorũ, oʒ ſuche lpke,than by and by 
they lift vp their head?, they ſtande vp, and gene good 
care. Alſo it any ſayntt among? other,ſemeth ratheſt 
to be newfounde oꝛ poeticall,admitte it be ſayntt 1524 


' don,ſaint Chꝛiſtophꝛe, oꝛ ſainct Barbara, the ſame pet 


tall ye ſee moze deuontly wozſhipped , and vowed to 
of the people, than iBeter,oz Baule, ytca oz hꝛiſt hym 
ſelfe. But theſe mattiers pertepne not to thys place. 
Conſider pou ther toe, how muthe leffe toſteth the at⸗ 
quixep of this felicitie, whiche dependeth on the ſem? 
blance and opinion of a thing, as if it were had, than 
that other ofthe thynge ſelfe, beinge had in deed, whi⸗ 
che be it of neuer ſo {mall balue and eſtimacion, as 
Grammer, pet pouſee how longe a man muſt ſwete 
ere he gette it, wheras the ſemblaunce of the ſame pe 
map eaſelie concefue, and tome by, your own 
perſwaſion: and yet ſhall that conceppte as muche , 02 
moꝛe au ayle you toward? felicitie. Foz admitte that 
one cateth ſtinking ſaltfiſhe, wherof ſome other could 
ſcant byde the ſmelle, and pet to his mouthe it taſteth 
ſweeter than a partrich, now ( J pꝛap vou) what diffe- 
rente is there, as touchpnge the felicitie he taketh 
therin? Oz an other abhozred to eate of a Carpe, 
ſome other delicate kynde of fiſſhe,did that any things 
hyndꝛe thebliſfull fate ot his lite? It a man hath a 
wyfe as vglie as may be, who yet in his tonteipt may 
compare in beautie with Venus, is it not all one nowe 
vnto bym, as il che were layꝛe in derde ? Il he that be⸗ 
holdeth a table daubed with a little durte and redde 
Dkze,did perſwade hym ſelfe it were a pete of Apel 
les 02 Hans Holbins peincting, is * 
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pe) than ſome other, who at greate pꝛite haue bought 
ſome of thoſe woozkmens woozk? ? and peraduenture 
take leſſe pleaſure in regardyng of the ſame , than he 
doceth efbys 2 J knowa gentilman, that p:eſented 
bis new wedded wife with certapne coſiterfeict ſtones 
ſet in ring. perſwading hir (as he could doo finely e⸗ 
nough) that not onelp they were true, and ozient, but 
allo of greate value. Now I pꝛay vou, what ſkpl | 
led that to hir? Sepnge ſhe contented bothe hir eyes 
and fanteſie with thoſe counterfetct?,keping theim fo; 
agreat treaſure, whereas the huſbande in the meane 
ſeaſon bothe ſpared toſt, and tooke pleaſure at his wy⸗ 
nes errour,who natheles tonned him a greate thanke, 
as if they had been rygbt tewels. | Js there any diſſes 
reuce (trow ye) let wene ſuche as Plato feigneth ſittinge ins 

caye vndelthe grounde;to ſe netfing hut ſhndowes and repre 
— Larry x that they — naugßt els, — 
conteut.theim ſelres ther with, and that wiſeman. he ima wack 

ſhoyld come ont of the caue, and ſo ſte very thinges as t 
in deeder T hat and4tMicillus in Lutians dialogues 
hadienermaze d;eamed that his golden s riche dꝛrame. 
than nerded he not to haut wiſſhen loꝛ any other feliti⸗ 
tie. Contlude ther tage. that no viſterente is betwene 
a thinge n ſelle, andthe oyinton oz ſemblaunce of the 
ſame; oʒ if there be; than are my fooles pet in the hap 
pier trade. Fyaſt betauſe theyz ſelititte cofſteth theym 
. —— 
dao a Verte than, 
foi that they entoyr they felicieieinrommen with ma⸗ 
v otherandpardiogs knowe,howe bnpleaſaunt the 
polleſſion of any weale is, withoute felowſhip as yf a 


224 man 


4 ® 4 . *s. 3% p 
2 Wes WW. * 


Diunken⸗ 
neſſe. 


Folp a con 
tinuall 
drunken; 


oꝛacle. Not ſeeldome Ioues thunder deffroterh men 


THE' PRAISE 


man dwelled without company in the fapꝛeſt platte of 
the whole earth. voherunto J map lyken theſe wpſe- 
men. Fo who is he that knoweth not how ſcarce they 
are to fpnde,in caſe pe fpnde any at all? In deede the 


Grekes in ſa manp hundzed peres toulde pyke out but 
ſeuin of theym: and pet if pe ſiphte thoſe well, J reny 
my ſelfe,and pe finde one halfe,yea oz the thyzde parte 
of a wyſeman among? theim all. Therefoze if amon⸗ 
ges manp commodities which mp coſpa Bacchus doth 
endut you with, thys (and woozthilp ) is reputed the 
chtefeſt,that through dninkenneſſe be wypeth all cares, and 
anxietees from tbe myude, but for a ſeaſon onely,(foz as [one 
as one hath ſlept a while vpon his dꝛinke, a nd tempzed 
ſo his bzapnes,than returne in poſt baſte his fozmer trou 
bles and veractons.)How farre moze ample; and re- 
die than is mp benefite of Folie vnto pou ? -whan tho ⸗ 
rough a continualldzunkennefle (as it were) J reple⸗ 
niſhe pour myndꝰ, with muthe ioye, delite, and plealure 
pea and that ſo eaſelie bzought about? nohiche bene⸗ 
kite of myne J doo. diſtribute to all men, whetas o- 
ther Godd? giftes are derſued ſandzely vpon lundzyt 
men. Pardie,theſenoble and fine wives that are ha- 
ble to reſolue ſadneſſe, and make men plucke vp they: 
ſtomakes, doo not growe in euerie plate. ew haut 
the gyfte ol beautie though Venus fauour. Frwet 
haue eloquece at Mercuries hand. Hercules maketh 


not all men rythe. Iupirergrauntethznor- 
— — — ͤ wbithet 
partie. Many retsnrne'diſcomfozted com Apollos 


and Phebus launteth hys arowes of plage amonges 


pou⸗ 
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pou. Neptunus dzowneth moze folk? than he ſauet h 
{foz what ſhoulde J ſpeake ot theſe, Veioues, Pluto- 
nes, Ates, Peynes, Feuers, and ſucbe other, not god- 
des, but rather helhaunds and tourmentoꝛa vnto pou.) 
But J folie am ſhe, that egally dooe tompꝛehende all 
men vnder the compaſſe of my ſa great a good gifte. 


Folies po 


And loke not pet to be pꝛaide vnto, noꝛ am not angrie, wer embua 


miſdone, oꝛ oucrſlipped . No2 I mingle not beauen and 
. earth together, if any one biddyng the other Gods? to 


eth me not my pozcton of the ſmoke , and ſauour ot te 
burnt offring?. Foz of the other Goddẽ in this pointt 
ſuch is themozoſitee and ceremoniouſneſſe,as in a ma⸗ 
ner it is eaſier, yea and leſſe peril foz a man to let them 
alone, than ta meddle with theyꝛ rites, and obſeruauce. 
Fyke as ſome men there bee, ſa waywarde of nature, 
and ſo teſfiue , as better it were not to vſe they; compa- 
np, than to claime any acquaintance of them. Put uo 
man (ſate they) maketh ſacrifice vnto ſolie, nor builleth bir a 
temple » Now ſurely I meruaiie not a little, (as afoze 
I ſaide) at ſuche (ngratitude of men. But pet of mp 
gent ilneſſe J cake this alſo in good part Albeit to ſap 
the trouth J fpnde no want therofatall. Foz why 
choulde J reanpꝛe, either frankenſence,or leauained meale, or 
a gote, or a bogge foz my ſatr ifite? woheras all moztall 
men, in euerp region, doe pelde me that woozſhipping, 
whiche even by theſe ſcripturedoctours is wante to be 
moſte appꝛoued :? Unlefle perchaunce I ſhoulde enuie 
Diana, betauſe hir altars are beſpꝛet with mans blond. 
Nate, I thinke my ſelfe 1 amplie, = | 
n re 


mo2 ſceze amend? , whan any parte of my ſacrifice is theme 


a ſacrifice banket, leaueth me onely behind, and allowe - | 


How men , 
woozſhip 


Folic, 


An the 
wolde a 
temple to 


Folie. 


heim, will they» oz will they not. vsherſoze, Jhave 
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religſonflp woozſhipped, whan euery where, all men 
beare me (as they doc) in theyꝛ hert?, expzclſe me in 
they>maners, and repꝛeſent me in thep2 ltuing. whi- 


che kynde of woozthippinge is not very rpfe, no not a 


mong? Chriſtians. Foz what a noumbꝛe of theim ſee 
we, to ſet tapers afoze the virgin mother of God: and 
that at noene dates whan leſt nede is? But than a, 
gaine, how few ol theim goe about to folow hir ſteppe 
either in chaFnelle of lpfe,ſob:enefſe or maners, oz 
beauenly thyng ? Foz ſo ſt ulde ſainct? meſte digne⸗ 
ly bewoozſhtpped. Mozeouer, why ſhoulde J fynd 
Lacke of a temple, ſcepng all this wozlde is in maner 


ok a temple moſt goodly (as J take it) unto me? And 
as foz pꝛieſtꝰ of mp iaw, and other miruſters of my -re- 


ligton, J am ſure J want none in any plate, wheras 


men want not. Than J am not altogether ſo fooliſhe, 
rauen to demaunde any grauen oꝛ peineted images repꝛeſen⸗ 
N tyng me, whiche rather ſhould derogate than aduante 


myne honour « wheras oftentimes J ſee manp dolte, 
and fathedd? woozſhippe ſuche ſtock?, in ſtede ot the 
ſainttꝭ them ſelues. wherby I might chante to bee ſer» 
ued, as they that are thzuſte out of theyʒ roumes, bp 
they? deputies. But J take it, that ſo manp imag? 
are erected in mp name, as there belyupng men, bea⸗ 
ryng the lyuely repzeſentacion and image of me about 


no cauſe to bz agreued wich the other Godd?, though 
they be woozſhipped ſundzelp, tn ſundzte partes of the 
earth: and that at tpmes of the pere p;efired. As Phe- 
bus in the Ille of Rhodes, Venus in Cypres, Iuno 


Wee ee Olimpusz 
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Neptunus at Tarentum:and Priapus at Lampſacum 
v9heras all the woꝛlde vniver lally ofreth me dait by 
date farre desrer, and moze digne ſacritits, than then s 
axe. That and it A ſeme to ſome foik!, to haue ſpa- 
ken theſe wooꝛde moze ſtoutlp, than truly, goe to, let 
as but view a little, and conſider the verate lyues, and 
dopng? of men, and it ſhall manifeſtly appeare, howe 
muthe they are endebted unto me, and how much J am 
made ol. both ol beigh and lowe degrees ,Pet J enten d 
not to attoumpt euerp mans life, foʒ that were an 
leſſe labour, but a tet taine onely of the mote notable, 
wherby ye may eaſily geſſe, what the reſt are. F02 
what nede J toallege vulgar people: who e The com 
(without any queſtion) apertayna to my bande? mon lifcof 
Sa manvveines of Folie hep abquude land ſo many men ful of 
neva mynes they dooe freſhe andfeeſſye lee out, as a FouEe. 
thouſand ſuche as Democritus was;ſhoulde not ſuffice 
to laughe at them, alchough yet thole verie laughters 
had nede of an other Democritus to laugh them alſo 
to ſcoꝛne. Pea, and it palleth, to ſex what ſpoꝛte and 
paſſetyme the Godds them ſelues haue, at ſuche Folie 
ol theſe ſelie maꝛtall men. Fez-as foz the fozenogne, 
and ſobꝛe houres of the date,thoſe the Gadds ſpende nm 
tounſaile mattiers, and bearyng of mens vowes, and 
ſapplicacious , But alter diner ones, whan they haue 
dzunken merilte of theyz Nectar, and liſfnotto treats 
on erneſt a Fayzes than whiche ſyde of haauen bendsth Howe the 
moſt towaxd; the garth, thero ſittę thexand intentiugy, Gods out 
ly beholde what moztall men dose and ſurelyno ſypy, bebe 
ctacle can be moꝛt pleaſaunt vnts them. Good lod, mes colieg -- 
e Tusure eee in earth 
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| bi | ace the pageantes that fooles plates therin? Fez J alſo 
4 | | not ſeeldome am wont to litte amonges the Godd? to 
| 


riches 
| home. 
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holders, whan of thoſe that they goe about to trame, 
they alſo are trained, and bayted with craftefoz crafte, 1c... 


But abeue all others, vſurers are a kynd of men moſte 
foolpſſhe and filthy whoſe trade and occupacion bee- 
png in deede the vileſt that can be, and therto handled 
by them after as byle a maner, with lipng,fo:\wearing 
bzibing, begylyng, and ſhiltyng, yet coumpt they them 


ſalues to bee head men of their pariſhes, becauſe they 
weare 


hoopes, and goldrpng? on they; fyngers , And 
no meruaile, whan theſe blynd minions, theſe friers, 
tan ſo faunyngly vpbolde them in their ſermons to the 
people, callpng thetm wozſhipfull, and veneraude mai⸗ 
ers; in hope that ſome poꝛtion of thoſe euill gotten 
good, mate ſomewhat in compenſacton of they; golden 
gloſpng, fall vnto they; covent. Pon ſhall ſee agayne 
ſome others ſo much geuen to P oras ſecte,(who 
woſd haue all thyuges amonges frien 00 te common) that 
what fo euer they fpnde liyng at large, with as free a 
conſcience they will take it, as it it came to them bp 
inheritaunte There be ſome alſo, who ouely with 
wiſhpng and wouldpnge are riche in theyz owne fante- 
fie, as whan they imagine certaine fweete dꝛeames of 
nad de thynges to theim, whiche they take ſuffi- 
tient foz theyz whole felicitee. Many reioyſe to bet 
holden richmen abꝛode, liuing at home with an Dzeng, 
dan Dpnion. This ſkapethzifte,th:oweth bis good? 
againl the wales. That penny father, ſkrapeth it 


togethers, bothe by God, and by the diuell, De, is 


daluen thꝛougd ambition, to ſeeke fanour at him, and 
bum. De, is no medlar; but littẽ by his otone fyꝛe at 
dame. . 


— Ad 0" E 2 7 3 i 
_— -, M2 * | f - 
£4 3 r - . 
0 * 7 ann 7 B 
4 oy 4 


os 
8 


9 — * * 
= 4s 4 4 - 4 . a p - 2 
# — % 5 > - ö — 3 8 OY 


_— . 
2 Wa — * 7 
25 BA gs os —_ 
. 22 
. . "= i 1 1 


2 
bs 
* N ” 
" 
4 


+ 
i 
* 
25 
0 


1 


* . 4.4 K _ 
I Ws. © * . "7 
rr 3 
. — nů 2 _ - . 


wet wo 


— 2. n 


THE'PRAISE 


and tan neuer gette out of it, but holde and Houe on 

bothe ſydes, onely to make fatte theſe adiouruynge 

iudges, and Ambidexter Aduocates, This man lo- 

keth faz a newe woꝛlde. That man compaſeeth ſome 

depe drifte in his head. Some one hath an eſpetiall 

deuoteon to goe to leruſalem, to Rome, oz to ſayntte 

James in Calice, leupnge his wyke and childzen ſuccour- 
lleſſe in the meane, while at home. | Bylefly, (fone 
Mortal - (as Menippus did) lokyng out at the moone, behelde 
men tom: from thence the innumerable tumult?, and buſineſſes 
pours + a of moꝛtall men, he ſhoulde thinke verily he ſawe s mes 
ns np of flies, or gnattes, braulyng.ſightyng, be gilyng, rob byng, 
' plaiyng, linyng wantonly, borne, bredde vp, decaiyng,and dis 
yng: So that, it is ſcant beleuable, what commacions, 

and what Tragedies , are ſtirred vp, by ſo little, and 

ſio ſhoꝛt lined a vermpn as this man is. Foz ſometimes 

a ſmall fozmeof warre, oz peſtilents, ſwopeth awaje 

| and diſpatcheth many thoulandes of theim togethers, / * 
Dutt J were plainely moſte foole of all, and 
The folie whom Democritus, with many laughters ſhuld pointt 
en, bo ſcozne, il J toke vpon me ta eil vppe all ths ozt? of 
counted of Vulgar peoples Folie and madneſſe: and not rather 
the wyler tourne me to thoſe, who among? you, baue a tertaine 
ſozte. reputacion of wiſedome. Suche as compaſſe no meane 
e thinges, but aſpire euer to a tertaine pzeeminence in 
Female knowlage and tunnyng aboue others. amonges 
whom Gramarians and ſcholemaſters ſeme to be right 
notable. A kinde ot men ( doubtleſſe) mai miſera⸗ 

ble, not ſlauelpke, and moſt tontemptuous, vnleſſe 

did mitigate and releue the diſtammoditees of thepp 


| mold wjetchd radeon ith eus ſei bayt 


or oL II. 


of madnes. Foꝛ ſurely theſe Grammerteachers are not 
peſtred with one, oꝛ two euils, but rather with centum 
grauamina. As who euer in their ſtholes, their ſcholes, 
ſaide J: nay rather in their Chopiter hovſes,ſeſſion places, 
or bucheries, beyng alwates bare hungrie, + ſlouenly, do 
walt theim ſelues awate with continuall trauailes a- 
mongẽ a menp of boyes, ware death with noyſe and tri⸗ 
png, byll theim ſelues with ſtenche and filthineſle . 
And pet thꝛough mp benekyte, they toumpt no men like 
theim ſelues . So loꝛdely a thynge they take it. whan 
thei feare their fearfulflocke, with a thꝛetnynge voyce 
and countenanuce . So p2tncelp an erecucton, to teare 
the pooze boyes arſes with roddes, and ferules, plays 
png the tourmentours,and termagant? among? them, 
muche lyke the aſſe wrapped in a ſyonsſkinne, But pet, 
whiles they are thus ottupied, that their filthineſſe ſe⸗ 
meth moze than clennefle vnto theim, that fenche, and 
fiſlynke, ſmelleth ambze gziſe, that bondage ot bonda⸗ 
ges is taken by theim fo2 a kingdome ; So farkurth 
as they would not chaunge theyꝛ tyꝛanniſhe eſtate, nei⸗ 
ther with Phalaris noz Dionyſus, But farre moze 
bliſfull pet bee they, thzongh a certatne conceipt they 
haue taken of a newe trade in teachyng, eche ther in fo- 
lowyng his owne deuiſe. That wheras they put in 
to childꝛens heades, naught but mere trifles, and fonde 
rules of theyꝛ owne, pet ( Zoꝛde) what Palemon, oz 
what Donate will not they diſpiſe, in regarde of theim 
ſelues. But (thanked be God) they fynde the meanes 
pet, by what crafte J cannot tell, to make the foo- 
liſhe mothers, and tgnozaunt fathers beleue, (hat they 
are ſuche indeede, as they boſtethem ſelues to "= 
1402330 | de 
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Adde alſo hereunto , this kynde of delite they haue, as 
often as any of theinrchaunceth in fome olde boke to 
kynde out the name of Anchiſes mother, oꝛ ſome other 
latine woozde not commenly vſed, as Bubſequa, Boui⸗ 
nator, Manticulator, oz diggeth vp ſome gobbet of an 
olde one grauen with Romaine 02 greke letters ſom⸗ 
what defated, (Zoꝛde) than what exultacion, what tri⸗ 
umphes, what commendactions make thepof it? as it 
they had wonne all Afrike, oz taken the great citee of 
Babylon. What thynke pou alſo, that they ſette vp 
and ſhew abꝛode they: verſes 2 verſes (god knoweth) 
molt balde, and foolplhe, but nener the moze faple they 
of ſome as verie ales as they, who will hieghly com- 
mende the ſame; Updhiche putteth theim in ſuche a 
fluſthe , as plainelp they beleeue they haue retouered 
Virgiles one hayne in poetrie . But this is the ſwee- 
teſt poincte of all, to ſee them flatter,and praiſe eche o⸗ 
ther, clawpnge them ſelues by courſes. That and > 
(as is poſſible enough) it chancethone of them to ſtum⸗ 
ble at Come woozde, and an other bepng moze aduiſed 
than he to take hym with the maner, (Oh Hercules) 
what Tragedies, what Diſputacions, what Inuecti- 
wes are toſſed than and retoſled betwirte thetm ? Let 
neuer grammarian be my friende,(f J lie ought herein 
I know a certaine learned man. beyng bothe « Grecian, 
and a Latiniſte,a Geometricien, a philoſopher,and a phiſicien,pe 
a kyng? phiſicion,now almoſt. lr . peres olde, whoſet- 
tynge all other thyng? a parte, hath whole twentie ye- 
res togethers, gone about the makyng of a new Granv 
mer: eſtemyng hym ſelfe right happie, it he maie pet 
ling ſo longe, as to ſettea perfite rule and diffinetion 

betwens 
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betweene the eight partes of ſpeche : whiche hitherto 
none of the Grreke,noz Latine grammarians could ful 
ly binge to paſſe; As who ſateth,it were deadly ſinne, 
if one make a Coniunction a diſtinction ta 
the nature of Aduerbes, And foz this cauſe , thoughs 
already there be as many Grammers,as Grammer 
teachers, nap moe, foz my friende Aldus alone hath 
moꝛe thikiue times let out a grimer, yet ouerſlippeth 
he nogrammerboke,be it neuer ſo tedious, and barka 
roullp wꝛitten, whiche he loketh not ouer, and ſercheth 
th:oughly,enuping any man that in this kynde ſhoulde 
gos one ace bepond hym, as ił he feared left ſome other 
might take the glozie hereot from him, and ſo his twen 
tie peares labours ſhulde be ſpent in vapne Now whe 
ther tall you this a madneCe,oz a Folie: Fo2 as to me 
it ſk(lleth not. ſo pe confeſſe it to pꝛote all of mp good 
neſſe, that theſe paoze wightẽ, theſe Grammarians, and 
Scholemaiſters, who els ſhuld be as wzetched as wzet 
chedneſle it ſelfe,wene pet they are mounted into ſuch 
a felicitie ,as gladly they would not chaunge lyues, 
noz eſfates,no not with the niche kinges of Perſia, Poe- 
tes are ſomewhat lefſe be holding vnto me, not withſtã⸗ 
dpng,enin by theyz poleſuon they ſhew them ſelues to 
be of mp ſecte, a free kynde ol men, that lpke peintters 
map feigne what they lick, whoſe ſtudy tendeth naught 
els, than to fede fooles eares with mere trifles and foos 
liſſhe fables. And pet it is a wonderous thpng to ſee, 
how though fame therol, thei wene to be made immoz 
tall, and Gods peres, pꝛomiſynge others alſo lpke im⸗ 
moꝛtalitie therby. To this oꝛder moze than to anp o⸗ 
ther, bothe Selfloue, and Adulacion are annered fas 

£ miliarly 
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and Rhetoriciens, notwithſfanding tt at a littell they 
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nſl{arly,and of no kynde of men am J oblerued moze 


plainly, noz moze conſtantly, Mozeoner Oratours 


ſeme to ſwarue from me, cleupng to the phitoſophers, 
pet J can pzone theim alſo to be of my fac!ton; as well 
by other argumentes, as bp this, that in the pꝛeteptes 
of they; arte, amonges diuers other trifles, they haue 
waitten ſo largely and exactly, how to proucke ſavghter in 
an oudience , and of the caſt, or meanes of ſeefſinge ; So far- 
fozthe as he what ſo euer he was, that wzote the booke 
of Rherorike to Herennius,moketh jolie alſo to be a nem 
fre and porcell of R:betorike , And Quintilian, the very 
bead man of this oꝛdze, in his booke ofthe i#titucion of 
en Oratoyr hath made one thapttre alt of taughter ſter⸗ 
rynge, lenger J wene then is Homers lliade. Pea, ſo 
muthe dove Rhieroriciens attribute to fooliſſhenes,as 
oftentimes what abiection by noargumet? mat be re⸗ 
felled, the ſame pet with ſome laugbpng and ſcoffynge 

tonceitꝭ, thei wolde haue fhifted of , Tinleſſe perchance 
pe will ſate,tbat folie hath naught to dee therin, whan 
with ſuch taunt? and mery tourned anſwers, thei pꝛo⸗ 
uoke men to laughter, pea and that by rules 2nd pꝛete⸗ 
ptes geuen thereof foz the nones ,Df this grape are 
ſuche alſo as in makynge and publiſſhinge of new bo⸗ 
kes, do liſſhe foz a pꝛaiſe and glozie, Theſe men as 
generally they are muche bounden vnts me, ſo in eſpe⸗ 


tlall are ſuthe ot theim, as dooe blotte theyz papers 


che un fake J ta be rather miſerable, than bliſtull, ſe⸗ 


with mereſt trifles, Fo; as fo2 thoſe that take vppon 
theim to w2ite cunnpngly to the ſudgement of afewe, 
and care not what learned men loke vpon their dofng?, 


wg habn 


—— 
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(1g how continually they are fapne to w2ſthe their wit 
tes in and out, in puttyng to, in chaunging,in blottinge 
aut, in laping theyꝛ mooꝛke aſyde, in oneruewinge it a⸗ 
gaine, in chewing it ts ſome fo2 a pꝛouſte, and pet kee⸗ 
ping it in theyꝛ hands whole nine peres togethers , ſo 
chat they are neuer ſatiſfied with them ſelnes, whiles 
they go about to purchaſe ſo vayne a reward as pꝛaiſt 
is,yea and that geum theim by a few,onely ſo dearely 
bought with many night? labozs, and loſſe of ſlepe, the 
ſweeteſt thinge that tan be, and with ſo many trauap⸗ 
les, and beating of thepz bzapnes about it: beſides the 
hurt thei ſuſfepn in theyꝛ bodſes,decay of beautiemar 
ryng ol their eyeſight, oꝛ alſo bi{ndneſſe,together with 
pduertie, enuie, fozbearing of pleaſures, vntimelp age 
haſted death, and ſuche like diſaduauntages, which na⸗ 


theles theſe wiſemen ſticke not at, ſo they mape haue 


they: wziting? allowed at one oz two of theſe blereted 


bokewozmes hand. But mp Scribes on the other ſide, 
havent moze commoditie and pleaſure of their 
kolie. eras taking no greate leyſure in pennings 


ok theyꝛ mattier nale rather what ſo euer top lighteth 
in their head, oꝛ falleth in their thought, be it but theyz 
dꝛeame, thep do put the ſame ſtraight in wꝛiting, with 
ſmall diſpence oz none, ſauyng waſte of paper? knows 
png(J warrant pou) what wpll come of it, that the fon⸗ 
der the trifles be,whiche they entreate ol, the moze tõ ⸗ 

mendac{on ſhall they get ol moſt men; fooles as theys 
tulearned. And what maiffrie is foz theim to ſet lyght 


ſto;e by two oz thzce of thoſe learned mens repztues, 
yl ſo be pet they rede theyz woozkes? Oz what auay⸗ 

ws ee ee r where - 
I | grea 
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great a multttude of fooles on the other ſyde wyll dil -* 
alow it. That incaſe thephaue the feate to let furth” 
other mens doing? foz theyz owne,and can be tonten⸗ 

ted to beare the name of that,whiche others tooke the 

peynes about, marie (ir than J thinke they haue good 

ſkille ; foꝛ though it chaunce them at laſte to be taken 

with the maner,yet foꝛ a ſeaſon they maye kepe thepz 

reputation. And it is a pleaſure to marke how much 

theſe men eſtceme them ſelues,whan they are p:apſed 

ſo of the people, and whan they are poincted oute in a 

Fo great tompanp , as, this is the wonderous feſc w ye here of 

and whan in euerp bokebpnders ſhoppe thepz woozkes 

are ſet to the ſale, and whan they rede theyꝛ names ſur⸗ 

name n and bynames, ſet in the kyꝛſt frunt? of euery boke, 

whithe titles alſo they dooe counterfeicte , and tourne 

into ſome tontrarie language as ffrange as mai be de 

ulſed. Pet, Jpzape pou, whan all is dooen, whatbe 

they els but names: and how few ſhall know :hole na⸗ 

mes, hauing regard to the woꝛldẽ wydenelle? and how 

man leſſe commende theim: namely ſuche diuerlitie 

being in tudgement yea among? bnlearned men al- 

ſoz But what ſape pou to this, that not ſeeldome 

tbey feygne thoſe names, oꝛ bozow theim out of olde 

Autours: fo; one of them topeth to be named Telema 

chus,an other Stelenus.,92 Laettes, he Policrates, ve 

Thrafymachus,and ſuche lyke, So that now it ſkyl 

lethnot how they entitle they: bookes , foz by as good 

rea ſon myght they tall it a goorde, er rod ſſſe wie, oz 

name it A,o; B, as philoſophers dooe by theyꝛs. But 

this is the belt ſpozte of all, to ſee thetm pꝛeſente che 

others with exiſiles,with h verſes,and with nattiers e — 


— 


— 
*. 
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ſente from feoles, fo fooles : and from aſſes, to aſſes, 
Here, he in his fudgement is as good a Poete as Al- 
cxus was, and hym doeth he likewyſe compare to Cal- 
limachus. The one ts holden fo moze eloquent than 
Tullius Cicero: that other,foz better learned than Play 

ro: Pea and not ſeldome leuyng this fayʒe play, they 
fall to foule, in ſekynge theim out ſome aduerſaries, to ante 


the ende that in contendyng togethers, theyꝛ fame mate * 


be the wyder blowne abzode. In the meane tyme, mongcs 
one learned man taketh his parte, an other taketh his, lerned me. 
till at laſt bothe the Capitaines hauinge buckled man⸗ 

fully togethers, would be taken foz Victours, and both 

part? pzetende to Triumph ther foꝛe. Theſe thinges 

of wiſemen are counted to — mere folfes , as in deede 
thei are, who can denie it? But pet there while though 
my benefite they lede a pleaſaunt and gloꝛtous lyfe;as 
not totllinge to chaunge their Triumphes, ſnarteiy (J 
deleue) with thoſe of the Scipions. Dow be it, ſu- 
the as are learned in deede, are not a little alſo behol- 
dynge bnto me; whiles with great pleaſure they mat 
laugh at the other, and take fruition of theyꝛ madnefle, 
whiche they tan not againe late, vnleſſe they be to vn⸗ 
kinde, and the verieſt choꝛtes ol all. Hert thete now, Lawices 
ere and Canoniſtes thalenge no meane plate a/ of Cutie 
ongd learned men. And who than they fande depe 4% canou 


lee in dee * Fozwhilerontinually they tourue, 
andreton vp an hun⸗ 
ded Lay ves and Patogriphesat ag bn, tt fkit- 
let not howelittte to purpole, and whiles: they adde 
glofe vpon glofe, and opinions vpon opinions, they 
mae as hee they law IS moſt hard, and 


dickiculte 


Logiciens 


Bhiloſo/ 
phers. 


| difficult tobe atteined to. So what ſo euer is hardlye 


Logiciens,being a race of men more 
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doden, that they recken traight to be nuoſt excellent. 
And ioigne we ( hardily) to them theſe Sophiſtrers and 
than a mes 
uſe of dawes : eche of whome in bablyng maye compare 
with ten women choſen foꝛ the nones , and farre moze 
happte ſhoulde be, in caſe thel were onely — and 
not ſkold? alſo : in ſozte that oftentymes fe2 the moone 
ſhyne in the water, they kriue whole dates together,and 
with to muche arguinge, let the trewthe of the matticr 
lupe by theim. NatheleTe though Selfliking they 
are bathed all in felicitee , ſo that armed —— with 
thre Silſogiſmes, thel dare boldelp pzonoke any man, as 
wel allured that thei wil neuer gene ouer, though Sten 
tor hym lelfe were matched againſt thetm, Next 
tbeim come theſe Philoſophers, venerable foz theyʒ 
longe beard?, and clokes downe to the feete,pzoteſfing. 
theim lelues onely to haue knowlage and wiſedome, 
where as other men ſtand foz nomozethan Ciphres in 
Algoriſme. But (lozds) how ſweetely do thei raue 
in their owne opinion: whan conſt thei affirme 
there be woꝛldes innumerable : whan thei take 
vpon theim tomeaſure the ſonne,the moone . the planes 
tes and their compaſſes » as it were by ynchemeale , or 
drawne with a ſyne: Oz whan thei erpounds the cauſes 
of thunder, of wpndes, ofeclipſes, and ſuche other in / 
explicable thing?, nothinge doubtynge, as if they had 
crepte intonatures boſome,. oz were of counſalle with 
the Gadd? . And pet doeth nature lowdely laughe- 
thelm to ſcozne, with all their contectures:conlectures 


I ſafe, and no tertaine en, whiche ee, * 
A 
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this, that one ſette of theim agreeth not with an other, 
but rather tontendeth togethers vpon euery litle thing 
And pet theſe men, who in dede know nothing⸗ wil take 
vpon them to know all thing . Pea wheras thei unowe 
not theim ſelues, noꝛ ſee not oftentymes a pitte, oꝛ a 
fone lpinge in their wate, either foz pozeblindnelle, oz 
betauſe their witte is not at home, pet make thei their 
auaunt to ſee and perteiue plainelp thepz Idees, their 
Vniverſals, ſormes ſeparate, ſyrſi mattiers, quidditees, and Ec 
ceite s, thynges ſo ſubtile, and ſo fine, as not Lynceus 
hym ſelfe coutd eſpte theim out, though it be ſaid how 
he could ſee thꝛough a ſfone walle. But thanchiefe- 
ly doe theſe Philoſophers diſdeigne other vulgar peo- 
ple, as often as with triquetre, and tetragon circles, 
oz with ſuche tyke Mathematical figures, dzawne ons 
vpon an other, and entangled in maner ofa maſe, with 
letters alſo ſet as it were in oꝛder of battaile, and with 
lines d2awne hither and thither, they dooe caffe a miſte 
bofoze ſimple folkes eies. And ſuthe there want not 
alſo of this kynde or men, that take vppon theim by lo⸗ 


what ſhall happen and betide a hundzed peres after, 
Detlaryng by their Prognoſticacious, the ſuccelſe of 
certeine wonderous accident?, fraunger then any wy⸗ 
checrafte, oꝛ artmagike. Pet ſache is their happe, to 
fynde out men, who oftheyz ſingular 1 one geue 
tredente alſo to this their ſo plaine illufton. Nowe 
pauing reathed thus farre, and comen to the plate of 
doftoms of divinitiey J ſtande in doubte whether J mate 
ſpcake of them, 02 rather paſſe thetm ouer, and not 
en patiente, beinge a neſt. of men ſo 

crabbed 


kyng on the terres,and planetes, to tell vs afozchand, - 


Doctours 
ofdminies 
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crabbed and waſpelike,left els perchaunce they ſhould 
all at ones fall vpon me with ſire hundzed concluſions 


*s da{upng me to recant, that in caſe J refuſed ſo to doo, 
1 than wolde thei by and by denounce me faz an heretike 
28 Foz that is the thunderbolt, wherwithall they thzeten 


4 ſuche, as fande not beſt in they; fauour, But ſurely 
— although none other ſozte of men dgo with leſſe good 
wyll than theſe,acknowlage my goodneſſe vnto theim. 
Pet can J pꝛoue theſe Doctours alſo to be moze than 
one oz two wapes in my daunger,being ſo pꝛopped vp 
with theyz owne Arrogance and Selflikinge, as if thei 
dwelled among? the ſterres . oz loked done from aloft 
and in a maner toke compaion vpon other ſeely men 
lyke wourmes treepynge by the grounde. Namelp 
whiles they are hedged in on al ſides, with ſuch agard 
ol Magiſtral diffinicions,concluſions,corollaries,exs 
plicite and implicite propoſicions, with ſo man ſtars 
tpng holes, as not Vulcanes nett? were hable ſq faſtiy 
to holde them, but they wolde wynde theim ſelues out 
againe with Diſtinctions, wherwith thei carue al knof 
tes aſunder, as ſmothely as a raſour doeth the beares 
of a mans beard. Huche a noumbꝛe of newfounde 
monfrous termes haus they thicke and thzeefolde in⸗ 
uented. alſo whiles they expounde tbe ſecrett? of ſcrip- 
ture at theyz pleaſure, diſputinge bow ite werſde was 

fuſt create, aud proporcioned, by what chanel ſinne was des 

The foos mec into Adams poſteritie, what wayes, by what meaſme,aud 
lyThe ques in how ſhort ſpace Chriſt was complete in the whe of May 
ions of the virgin 3 And — 2 the aſtare, the acci⸗ 
. dentes of breade and wyne,remayne whan the ſubſiance is go? 
" but theſe queſtions are oz everie ponge beginner, D- 


— — 
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—— bes bond great and ith ain, 
whiche if a difputactons oz talkpng after 
"viter ere mere ſhake of their 
ö r grove ee As, whe 
Was in the genteracion of god the ſeconde pers 
fer en C e Fewer ons than one? whe 


ther this pꝛopolition . Fateth 
the e eee ble haue taken to him 


2 eof a woman, of a of e, or of a pocrde ? 
Or how t ons aſhes pon 
* Ganged * e'? Or what ſhoulde peter haue conſecrated + 
ff be 7»; rer 2 — Ehriſts bodi hung on the eroſſe 
-whether Chriſt beyng tra d ſo into a poord; might at 
ee 3 2 Or whether aſter the refurte 
Tion it beleefull for men to eate or drinke ? as who laltd, pꝛo⸗ 
uldyng foz hunger and thurf afoze hande. Annumera⸗ 
ble fuche fine toyes haue the, much moze ſubtite than 
"theſe, of Jnſtantes, ſormalitees, quidditees, Beceitees, wht- 
che no man Jbeleue could eſpe out, vnleſle he were fa 
tlere eied as to ſeeout in a deepe darke darkneſfe thofo 
things that be no where - Imaie adde alſs here to their 
ſentences or ſawes, whiche are ſo eſtraunge and beyonde 
all , as the very Stoikes ſentences ralled 
Para beyng compared to thetrs,ſeme grole, and 
moꝛe than vulgar . (Foz eremple) Leſſe ſinne is it , fate 
they) to ſſea a thouſand men, than ones on a ſondaieto clovte 
a ans ſhoe . Ani eee 
to wreeke both with dogge ward 
to make a ſeſing, be 5 ; neuer | 
theſe they: ſubtile ſubtilties,doe lt. ul et wage ſub⸗ 
tile, thzough ſo manyſozt! fScholemena Ly 


The fettes 
ok ſchole 


doctours, 


knew the virgin mother of leſus ; but whichs of them 
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So that eaſier pou ſhall finde it to wind ont of a maſe, 
then out of their intricatnames ol Reales, Nominales, 
Thomiſtes, Albertiſtes, Occaniſtes and Dunſmen, yet 
theſe be not all, but the pꝛincipal onely . But turne pon 
to whiche ſect of th? pe will / and pe ſhall pꝛoue (he ſame 
to be ſo tunnyng, ſo dificult, anv ſo full of hiegh Mi- 
ſteries, as I wene tbe apoſi les the im ſelues had necde 
to be enftructed by a new ſpꝛite, in caſe vpb the matters 
they were compelled to argue with this new kynde of 
doctours. Paule coulde erpzeſſe what faſeth was: 
et whan he ſalde thus, feith is the ſubſtance of things to le 
bares after, and an euidence of thinges not yet aperyuge, 
This Diffinicion (fate they) was not Magiſtraliter(id 
eſt) doctourlpke ſette foozth by hym. And, as Paule 
coulde verie well teache what was Charitee, ſo did he 
not pet (ſate they) ale lite a Logicien eyther difſine,or de- 
wide the ſame, in the fyꝛſt epyſtle, and , xiit. thapitre to 


the Corinthiens. The apoſtles likewpſe did holily 


and de udutly enough conſecrate the ſacrament of Chi 
ſtes bodie: and pet, who ſs had appoſed them in tẽrmi⸗ 
nus à quo, and terminus ad quem, oz in trenſulſtancias 
each hot meanes the ſeſſe ſ ame bodie of God maie be in 
divers places at ones ? or of the diſſerence thei put now bet wene 
Chaiſts bodie as it is in heauen, as it was on the croſſe,and in the 


ſocrament oſ the aſtare: Oz at what inſtant the trauſulſiancias 


cion is made, ſeinge the prajer, lie vertue wherof it is made, is e⸗ 
ner paſſinge cuer as it is in ſaieng? Theſe quaynt queſtions 
(wene J) the apoſtles woulde neuer haue ſoluted with 
lpke quickneſſe oł engin. as our Dunſmen dooe bothe 
argue, and diffine vpon the ſame , The apoſtles 


did 
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did euer expounde ſo tlerkly, how che was pꝛeſerues 

from Original! ſinne, as our doctours doe: Peter re- 
teiued beauen keies: Ves received them at bis bandes (ſay 
they) that woulde newer haue committed the ſame to ene vu 

romtßie thelm, Now tohe ther he knew ſo mache 02 no, 

I can not tell: but this J am ſare of, that he nener ton- 

ched this narrowe pointte. how it cometh to paſſe, thot 

' be alſo maie baue the kele of ſcience, who hath ne ſcience at all. 
The apoſtles Baprized tutty where, and pet thei n 
taught what is the formal, material, efficient, oz fin: 
cauſe of Bapriſme, noz euer made mention of the cha- 
racter dehble and indelible, The apoſtles pꝛated, but 
pꝛaled in the ſpꝛite, folowpnge that ſaipng of the gol⸗ 


pell, Cod isa tte ud who ſo-worſbip bim, muſl winſFip af 
i the (ſprite, nd hu trouthe. Butnow it apeareth,thattt 
was not than eee theim, how we pr per 
renerence, 


an Ima 
t witha cole on the A 

of! | a 
= | — 
| — — 


5 bifls heh ate he hed Nen e 
r arid 


all'6nep2ater, and 


never made ſonarow diſtinction detivent: gratia th 
= They erhoꝛted men to 
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plates kepe charitie ; but nener e the ſame. inta. 
Charitas iufuſa, and Charitas operatamoz expoũd not 
whether it be an accident, a ſubſtancen a create, 03, 
an vncreate thing. They diſhazt vs from e 
renie mp ſelte, it euer they toulde cunningly 
t that ſhould be, we call ſinne:? N 9 5 "ae 
inſpyꝛed with the ſpꝛite of theſe Duns do 
J tan neuet beleue, that Paule,vpd e 
may gelle what mynde the other apaſtles had therein. 
ons euer ſo often haue repzoued and condempncy4 
h queſtions, diſputacions, genealogies, # cõflictes 


of woczd? (as be calleth thepm) in caſe bym ſeife had. 
euer been inltructet in their fine quiddities. Namelp. 
in as mache as all the ns, and bebates in ar⸗ 
guing whiche chaunte in bis time, were but blunte, 


of theſe twyle 
tours ble now —— 


and very nennen 


oz them 
reuerente parti ta the antiquitie and partiye to 
name of apoſtleſhip. — — to mutde lo 
require ohghmattrc tte appſicshanvoos/ 
ueuer beard one wozde therol mentioned by the 
ſer Chriſt. Wut in tale they take. either 
ſtome, Baſile, o . 
„ == 
it not, And pet thoſe auntient good fathers» 
ther thaough.thepz hal 


© 9 
* „ © — 
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argumemes and Silogiſmes, confuted: bothe Etheni⸗ 
kes, and Philoſophers, and Jewes, beyng bent ofnas 
ture ta ſtubbourneſſe, yea and thoſe alſo, neuer a one of 
wham were able to and vnderſtande the le alt 
quodlibet of Duns. But noto, haue ye any patnim;; 

nj that will not geue place and pelde ſtraight 
ta ſo mant fine tine argument? of aur maitter doftors? 
Unleſſe he were ſogrode,. that be wiſte not what they 
1 ſo — — rw 


and an 
phiſtical 
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phiſtical trifles"of theſe Dunſmen, Some other 17 
gaine that dooe curſe and deteſt the ſame, as a kind of 
Sacrilege, efteempng it plaine wickednelle and impie⸗ 
tee, to ſpeake ſovnreauerentty by ſo hiegh ſetretes of 
Scripture, whiche rather we ſhoulde haue in veneraci⸗ 
on, than after ſuche rate goe about to expounde theim, 
oz with ſo pꝛophane Ethnical problemes to diſpute vs 
pon theim, oꝛ arcogantly di ine thetm , defilynge and 
bcſpottpng the matelfee of holy ſtripture with ſo colde, 
nate rather filthie wooꝛde and ſentences , But this 
notwithſtandynge, the other toddes hedd? in the meane 
while ſtande moſte pleaſantly in theyꝛ owne grace, oz 
verilier froke themſelnes on the head. So that _ 
pipnge them ſelues bothe night? and dales, about 
foolyſhe topes, they haue neuer thus muche lepfare, 
ones to read? ouer the goſpell, oz wars epiſtles: 5 
pet in trifling out the tyme thus in their ſcholes, they 
beleeue vertly it is they,that pꝛoppe v pye fly charche, 
whiche els ſhoulde goe to rume, non ppfe*tr 
the(c| Sillogiſmes, than poctes feigne that Ar; 
geaunt ſuſteigneth heanen vpon his ſhoulders, Bü 
. 
take vpon theim to fozme and refourme holy ſcripti 
atithetr pleaſure,as if it were a noſe of waxe, oꝛ 
ſhemans hole ? and whiles they woulde their tontlull⸗ 
ons. wherunto a tertaine of ſome vniuerſitie haue ſab- 
ſcribed, ſhoulde be holden fo2z moꝛe then eſtatutes, pes 
- maze fyꝛme and inatolable , than the-hiſhop of Komes 
Decrerals? And whites alſo like iudges over che whole 
wozlde; they tall eche thyng to recantacion , that ons 


beare bꝛedth dilagreeth from they; explicite, gg roo 
plicite 
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plicite concluſtons:Pzenouneyng as ił it. tame from a 
pꝛophetes mouthe, how this propocion is ſclaunderous, this 
not reverent, this jmelleth of the ſagote, this ſoundetb nought, 
So thatnowe a dafes, not Baptiſme, noz the goſpell, 
noz Baule, ne Deter, noꝛ Hierome, neAngultine,noz 
pet Thomas of Alqupne, who is euen Ariſtotles hepze 
and one hande, 02 able to make a man chailttan, vnleſe. 
theſe fathers bachilers of d(atnitee , dove voucheſaue 
to ſubſcribe vnto the lame. So narrow and p:ofounde 
judgement haue they, in diſcuſſpng of all maner doubt? 
Foz who woulde euer haue thought hym to be ol no ca- 
tholpke beleefe , that affyzmed theſe two ſaipng?, ma⸗ 
tula putes, and matula purer; alſo ollæ feruere, # ol- 
lam feruere, to be bothe congruent, vnieſſe theſe wiſe- 
men had taught vs the tontrarie:? Oꝛ who els might 
euer haue ridde the churche from ſo great darkneſſe of 
errours, whiche no man J thynke wold euer haue red, 
oꝛ loked on, vnleſſe they vnder the great ſcales of they; 
vniuerſitecs, had in tondempnyng diſcouered them? 
But are they not moſt bliſfull (trow pe) whiles they 
buſie them ſelues hereabout ? and mozeoner whiles 
they deſcriae and peyncte vnto vs all thinges do one in 
hell, ſo exactly as if many peres they had ſofourned in 
the diuels court? Oz whiles as lyketh them they dooe 
builde new heauens, addyng alſo one heauen ſet abeue 
all the other, moſt fapze and rowmie, leaſt els perchance 
ſainct? ſoules ſhould haue noelbowroome to walke, oz 
bankette, oz plaie at tenes alſo if theim liſted, voith 
theſe, and with two thouſande ſuche other trifles, are 
they: head ſo ſtuſted, and ſwolne vppe, as not Iupiters 
bead (trow J) was ever ſo peſired, what tyme be bo- 
| rowed 
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THE PRAISE 


rowed Vulcanes axe to hewe Pallas out ofhis bzapne. 


| 


| Tye ſolen 


weade of 
hole do- 
tours. 


belawfull to ſpeake falle latins. 


And therfozehane pe no meruaile at al, though at their 
Actes and Comencement? pe dvoe ſee theim wadled 
in with ſo many tappes, copnes , and furde hoodes as 


they weare, foz els J thynke plamely they: bead? wold 
ryueaſunder, One thynge, J mp ſelfe am wont to 


„laugh at, ſo often as J here theim ſpeake their barba- 


rous bꝛaſſe late, wherin natheles they would be tom⸗ 
pted molt dogtourlike . That whan they fumble ff ont 
in ſuch a ſozt,as none but fumblers as thei, map vnder⸗ 
ſtande them, pet dooe they call it a certaile grace and 
fineſe, whiche euery bodie cannot attamne vnto. Foz 
(fate they) it is not foz the dignitee of holie wzitte, our 
p:ofeſſion , that we ſhoulve be compelled to folow any 


grammerrules, whiche ſurely (ſo beyng) is a great 
maieſtee of theſe Duns Doctours, if to them onely if 


that 


many coblers and clouters can doe that as wel as thei, 
Laſtly nom, they take them ſelues in a maner foz Gods 
peres, whan they are ſaluted ſolemnely by the name of 
maiſter doctours-02 Magiſter noſter;wherin thei went 
lpke miſterie to be included, as the (ewes ſafe there is 
in Tercx 54a $ and therfoze they affirme it to bes 
a muthe gceat offence, (fone do weite, M AGISTER 
NOSTER' otherwyſe than with great letters, that 
and if ye tourne the wozd?, ſatyng noſter Magiſter in 
ſteede of Magiſter noſter, than all at ones ye diſozd:e 
the maieſtee of the Theological name. owe next 
vnto the felſcitee of theſe maiſter doctours, ſuche doos 
apzoche as people call Religious men, and Monkes, 
tat is to ſate, ſol{tarie liuers, but by bothe names euil 


applied 


_ * 
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applied: ſeing the greateſt part of them are moff farre 
fcom religion, and none lo comonly ſhall you mete ro⸗ 
uing abꝛode, euen in euerp alchonſe. whoſe trade and 
obſeruaunte ſurely wer moſt miſerable and ablett, vn 
leſſe that J did many waies releue them. Foz thoughe 


- | this kynde of men be tomonly ſo abhoꝛred, as euen to 


mete with them at vnwares, oꝛ next a bodies riſynge, 
it is taken fo2 a ſigne of iuel luche all the date after:yet 
(lozde) how thei make theim ſelues to bee moꝛe than 
Cherubyns . Foz firſt thei holde it a great holinelſe, 
ddle ſo little with bookes, and learnyng, as ſcarce 
hr ov how to read their owne named. And whan 
thet roze foozthe (lyke a meny of aſſes) in their mona⸗ 
Series, a noumbꝛe of pſaimes not vnderſfanden, than 
thel wene verily to fede ſainctes eares with a meruai⸗ 
tous melodie. Mozeoner,ſome oꝛders of them(name- 
ly Friers) dooe take a pꝛide in their beggerie, in going 
from doꝛe to doze to axe their bꝛeade with a great low- 
yng voyce, peſtring men euery where, both in innes in 
wagens, and in paſſengers,not a little ( J pꝛomiſe you) 
to the hind; ance ot other beggers. And thus (loc) the 
blinde minious, what with their greſineſſe, doltiſſhe⸗ 
nefe, rudeneſſe, and ſhamelelle hangyng on men, dode 
repꝛeſent vnto vs (as theim ſelues ſate) the lyfe of the 
apoſtles; But is it nota comelynelſſe (trow pe) whan 
they dose all thynges by tertaine prefident? of thepʒ 
oꝛders, muche lyke Mathematicall rules, which in no 
wyſe without offence, thei maie — 
As {oz crample, bow many w yndowes they muſſe make to 
theyrſkooes ? what nd noũ hre of knottes poeth to their 
gadeſſes?with what dißßerence and wherof mt their wed; 's 
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be mode? cf what breadth their [ether thcinges? bowie many 
ll helſuls their couſe:?bow many ynches lenge, there notted 
heart? and bow many houres for ſlepin a: Molo who is he that 
ſeeth not how vnequall this cqualitte of theirs is: name 
lic in ſuch a diuerſneCe of bodies, and diſpeſicions: 
Pet vnder confidence of theſe trifles, they not only ſet 
lap men as light as butterflies, but cuin ameng? them 
ſelues deſpiſe eche other. So that foꝛ all the apoſto⸗ 
Ipke charitie,whiche they pzofefie,pe ſhall not ſee them 
ſticke to fall together by the eares,cither fo a gurdell 
of a contrary facton,oz a garment ſemewhat of a bzow 
ner 02 lightcr colour. Pea, ſome of theym being of a 
ftraighter rule, are ſo ſoze puniſſhers of they? fleſſhe, 
as outwardly they weare naught but ſacke clothc, and 
inwardly no better than fine hollande. Some others 
againe dare as ſoone touche popſon as money, neuer 
the moꝛe fozbearinge from wine, noz contrectacion of 
women. Finally all they: delite is to acco2de in no 
poinct as touchinge the rules of they2 religions. Ho 
thep loke not how toreſemble Chꝛiſt, but ſooner howe 
among? theim ſelues to be diſemblable; eſtempng fur 
ther a great parte of they? felicite to conſiſte in the nas 
mes of their oꝛders Fo2 ſome of them reiopſe to be cal 
led grey friers. ſome yyhite;theſc Colletes, they Mi- 
nors, other Obſeruauntꝭ, other Croſſed, ſome Bene 
dictines, ſome Bernardines, theſe Camelites, thoſe 
Auguſtines, theſe Guilhelmites, thoſe lacobites & c. 
As who ſapeth it were to ſklender a name foꝛ theim to 
be called bare chꝛiſtians. Now ag apne mol parte of 
thepm are ſo geuin to theyꝛ ceremonies, and tradiciõs 
of men, as maketh them wenez that one heauen is not 
| a cons 
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Aa tondigne, and ſufficient rewarde fo2 ſo greafmerſtes 
of thepzs, litle remembzing that Chꝛiſte nothinge re- 
garding they: ſuperſticions, will onely call to accompt 
how they haue obſerued his p:ccept ofcharitie. Here 
one: of thrim (map chance ) will foꝛ his diſcharge ſhew 
forth a trowgh ſtuffed full of all kinde of fiſhe, An other 
wyll ponre foorth an hundred quarters of pſalmes. An other, 
wyſſ noumbre vp millions of ſoſtinpes,coſting God in therethe 
that ſo often with eating but one meale a daie, his Felj was nere 
linſt. An other, will hinge ſoorth whole packes of ceremos 
nies ſo man) as ſcarce might be freyghted in. vii, great bulkes, 
An other, wil! make his cnaunt, that whole, yeres topes 
thers be neuer touched money, but(at [eaſt bis handes were fen- 
ſed withtwopaire of gloues. An other, will Ihe we ſoorthe 
bis cowle,or ſearuſarie ſoſweate, and full of preſe,as no mari⸗ 
ner woul oladly rut it on. An other, will ſay that ſins tyme 
of his newiceſhip be neuer paſſed the bandes of his cloyſter, mu⸗ 


ehe like a ſponge-clevinge euet to one place, An other; that 


ße is boarce with day;y ſinginge. An otherghow throughto 
into a benummedneſſe, An o⸗ 
ther, ow bis tounge throughe eontimuall ſiſence hath ſoſte his 
vſe. But Lhatf interrupting theyz Selfboſtes, lohp⸗ 
che els woulde neuer take ende, whence comet h( wyll he 
ſape) this new race of Je wes, doo acknowlape but one la we 
aud rule for myne,wherof ] here neuer a woorde ſpoken, For 
hien playnlie,and by uo ſEadew of parables, ] promiſed my 


fathers kingdome not td Co ſes, or N. oſaries no ſet ſaſtmg? 


but rather to the womkes of cbaritie: nor] And none ſuche,as 


© Lo mucheknow their owne good woorkes, Theſe men wolſde 


be eoumpted bolier than my ſelf.let them d wel therſore if they 
hiſt in Poſquilles heaven, Or doo they cavſe theſe to prepare 
15 11. , Nit ane w 
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a new hecven \ſertbeim,wboſe tradicions ther haue prefened Fe 
fore my precextes, Newe whan thet here Lhaifte ſaie 
thus, and ſce bathe carters,and ploughmen,pzeferred 
befoze theim, with what countenance (ſuppoſe ye) will 
one of theim be holde an other? Natheles in the meane 
tyme they are happie in thepr owne hope, not without 
my helpe largely emploted on theim. Specially ſe- 
png foꝛ all thet are dead (as they ſaie) to this woꝛlde, 
na man dare pet contemne theim, and leſt of al friers, 
in as mnche as thet are maiſfers of mens ſettetes by 
vertue of that thei call conffeſſion: whiche ſecrets thet 
pt it great ſinne to diſcouer,vnleſſe at ſome tymes 
 baulig taſted a little of the ale, thetthinke good to re⸗ 
create theim ſelues with ſpoꝛtyng tales a traſſhe, one⸗ 
lp by conjectures and lykelthoods to poinrte pou to the 
thyng ſupp:efling pet mens names of their modeſtie; 
That and if any man ſterreth vp theſe hoznet?,than in 
ſermons to the people haue thei a readie way to wzeke * 
their tene, by touthynge their ennemies not directely, 
but in parables, ſo tloſely I warrante you, as no man 
tould not perteiue them, but if he perteiued nothing at 
all. And neuer will thei make an ende ol barkyng till 
ſome fatte mozſell be taſt them; ta ſtop their mouthes. 
But who in the meane whyle wold not gladlter beheld 
one of theſe frier pzeachers how thet counterfetcte the 
Rhetoriciens in their ſermons (towſely god'knoweth) 
but yet fetely folowing thofe rules that Orarours leut 
wꝛitten ofthe Arte of pronoancing,thananyſage plater, 
oꝛ Italian pardoner + Good lozde; what ffraunge (es 
ſtures they frame how thei ſinge thetr woozd? 7 how 

they caſte their 1 and thither: "ny 
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chaunge the copie of their tountenauntes : how? they 
minglt all hinges with outtries ? whiche-they2 ſaybe 
arte in pꝛeaching, conneted by one frter to an other. as 
it were from hande to hand, ſoꝛ a muche pzinepthinge, 


all be it vnlettull foz me to know, ret I ſhall make puu 


a geſſe at it as nere as J tan. In the beginnyng 
the retoꝛe of theyꝛ ſermons, they vſe ſome Inuocacion 
but that thei bozow of the Poetes. Then admitte 
they: Theme tenne on tharitee, thet fetthe theyꝛ pꝛo⸗ 
heme from Nilus the great tiuer in Aegipte. tDzen- 
tendyng to expounde the miſterie of the troſle, thep be- 
ginne aptly with Beel the dꝛagon ol Babylon; Dz diſ⸗ 
putyng of faſting, thei fetthe their race from the. xt. 

ſignes ol the Zodiake.,, Oz purpeſynge to-ſpeake of 
faithe, they mate a preamble bow a cnaſr in Geo 
metnie maie be made q Imy ſelfe heerd ones a 
ſolemne lawte, J —— a ſolemns learned 
man J ſhould haue ſaide, who in dis ſetmon, befozea 


Pꝛeachers 


I madde 
tale ot᷑ a 


great alemblie, taking vpon bim to detlate the miffery pꝛeacher. 


of the Trinitee, to the ende be mighte bothe ſhewe his 
tearnynge to the people, and ſatiſtie ti entes of ſome 
doctours there pzefent, tone a new fetch in the matter 
Fo tohat from letters, to ſillables, and to dictions, 
and than the concordes betwenethe Nov vne and the 
Verbe, the Nov vne adiectiue aud Subſtactineſdtuers 
of the audience now meruailyng, and faipng to theim 
felaes, wear the diuell ayleth he) atlaſt he bzoughte it 


3 the whole trinitee 
) deſenbed and exerre ed in the rules of premer, 
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. tle. And no meruayle,fepng he dꝛew vp all the ſharpe- 
nelle ol his eie ſight, to the pointt of his engin: but foz 
all that he nothyng 'fozthinketh his blindnege. rather 


-bepng alinoft.$o.yeres old, and therto fo doctourlyke, 
az il Duns wete new ariſey in him, who entending to 


Hyue (quod he) in 
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whole eyghtmonthes together ſoerneffiyhad ſweats 
about, as vatill this. date, he is as pozeblinde as a be⸗ 


taking the ſame foz to chepe a pꝛite of ſuche a glozie as 
be wanne therby. © Lykewyſe, not longe agone J 
was pꝛeſent at the ſermon of an other famous voctour 


diſcloſe the miſtery ot the name of leſu, with great ſub 
tiltie ſhewed, how euin in the verit letters was as muche 
pithe intſuded, and might be gathered therof. Fa2 wheras it 
is detlinable but in thꝛee taſes, as Ieſus, leſum, Ieſu, 


that (ſated he) was a maniſeſl repreſentacion of the Trinitie, 
Than becauſe the fpꝛſt ter: ol Ieſus endeth in 


S, the letonde in M, che thyꝛde in V, thereby layt 
a right ſetrete miſterie, in as muche (quad he) as the 
very letters doo detlare that Ieſus, is Summus, Medi⸗ 
us, and Vltimus, (that is) the firſte, the middeſt, and 
the laſt. An other miſteri he alleged larre moze irige 
than theſe;diniding this wooꝛde Jeſus, as it were by 
geometrie into two egall partꝭ leuynge 8, in maner 
of a ſtickler in the middle: whtche letter in —— 
b:ews A B C, is U, and they call it Syn, 
mn ſr as" 
nce againſt God,ſo hereli it appeared, that Jeſus we 
Int pry os ah ſunnes of this 
This ſo — area bieies abpgtatngal nies 
did gaps at ſochiefely the doctours there pꝛeſente, as 
uttle lacked that they were not * thzoughe a⸗ 
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ſtonnedneſſe into ſtones as poetes feigne by Niobes, 
wheras J foz my parte thzough laughter, hav aimoff 
let goe aſkape, as Priapus did foz feare of the two wit⸗ 
ches Canidia, and Sagana, whan it chaunted him to 
ſee their ſoꝛteries by night ſeaſon : and who could haue 
blamed me if J hadde ſo dooen? Foz whan didde e⸗ 
ver Demoſthenes oz Cicero, bſe the lyke farre fetche 
in any cf ih:y2 ozactons; They toke that Proheme to 
be faultic, whiche hunge not appltable with the reſle of 
thoyz matter: as who ſaieth, there be any mar? ſo groſſe 

that euen of nature is not inſfrutted to dooc ſo muche . 
ut my doctours now a dates take theyꝛ preample'ſo 
callic;to. be moſt Rhetorical;-whan it topgneth leſt 
with anp other part oi thep2 1 heme: whiche maketh 
the hearer,neruatlyjng attthe eſtraung nes ot the deviſe 
oftentimes to matter ſd him ſelfe,now whither the diutſ 
wilt the. -Thirdly in ſteede at a narracion, they 
expounde ſomewhat of the goſpel, but that very bziefly 
neo auer, wheras they ought to entreate 
| | 2augh n Eng: In 
fone as it were into a new matter 
they mou doctozall queſtſon,ſometyme ſuch as 
ither heauen nor-earh, kohiche they take pet to 
ne to theyꝛ purpoſe. And here (toe): they be⸗ 
* to Fo dan theyꝛ armes, in allegyng auctozitees 
. hut of ſolemne; dot ions: ſy tile dotlom i, moſt ſubtiſe doctcurs 
acail, detour, holy dotlouts, inejrazable; doc oa. and 
ſuch other goodly bigge names of theyꝛ Schole pillers 
And here they (powte aut theyz Sillogiſmes, ho mas 
iors : miners, andcgncluſtons,theyz corollaries, and 


6 6 nib ids * other GOIN 
8 oe 


7 $* | FE, + 4 k — 7 74 | 2 7 k 
+ " 4 Sh. - N © 5s n eee — - : 7 
* 2 . 1 © 8 * e $a 5 . = 
2 "2 f ; 5 : k : * 
f "OE . = „ py n r ( 4 2 x FEES» . 
mY F 


ginnyng ok his boke De arte poetica. But 


thep can here thepz owne voites, perhaps becauſe it a 


THE PRATSE 


foze the rude people, as if thet were in they; moſt rufe 

diſputuige Pro, et contra in their Scholes. Reg 
feth now the fifte Acte ozparte, wherein tt behoueth- 
them ta ſhew foozth all their cunning and profunditie 
Hece now map thaunte) they tome foozth with ſome 
fooliſche tale taten out of Vitas patrum, os Geſta Ro- 
manorum, moꝛaliſyng the ſame bothe Allegorically, 
Tropologically, and Anegogically. and thus muthe 
after this rate oo they knitte vp all theyꝛ Chimera, 
oz ſtraũge ſhapen beaſt, witch ſundzter ſoztes of fozmes 
and facions, than euer Horace deſcribed it, in the bes 


haue learned, wotte neuer of whom, that the entr 
and begianing of an oracion muſt be — 
without anye-lowde vopte / v exclamacion. So they 
therfoze beginne them preambles ſo ſtilly/ as ſcares 


uayleth them to ſpeake ſomewhat , that none ſhoulde 
vnderſtande, Thep haue heard alſo dow crping? 
out mult ſometimes he ved to mone vp mens affect(s 

: and therfoze ſpeakpng a pꝛetie while all filly, e⸗ 
uin at a bzuntthey fall into aſk2tkpngekey, and fyll 
mens eares with a trying ſhzilleneffe,where thei haue 
leaſt nede at all. Mozeorer becauſstheybaueredde 
in Rhetorilee bokes, that an Oracion ſhoulde ſome⸗ 
what kindle, and ware bote in pꝛoteſſe paoteſſe of argument?, 
Thel, in euery parte of — — 
the lame being lomwhat moꝛe demurely pꝛondumted⸗ 
by and by door fait into a wonderous lowde chalpnge 
voyce, be the mattter they entreate ol ueuet ſo tolde, 


and leaue — 


oF FOLIE, 


ly haupng vnderttode , what Rhetoriciens gene tertaine 
p2ecept? of laughter ſterryng} they alſo peine theim ſel- 
ues to enterlace theyꝛ Sermons with ſome mery ton⸗ 
teites: but ( O the will of god) how full of grace be the 
ſame ? and how aptly bzought tn they; right plates: 

a5 if an ofſe were ſet to plaie on a gitterne. Sometymes 
alſo they fare as they woulde nippe kolke with they; 
quippies. but ſo ft inttiy (god knoweth)as rather they 
doos title, than pynche depelier . But neuer dooe thef 
fatter moze kyndly, than whan thei pꝛetende to ſpeake 
moſte freely, and without reſpecte , Finally all theyꝛ 
calf in pꝛeachyng is ſuche, as a man would ſweare thet 
had gone to ſchole with theſe Ceretans, ſuche as in I< 
talie are wont in markette places ſtanding on ſtalles,oz 
where they map bee ſeen beit, to pꝛeach vnto the people 
in commendacton of ſome pardone.feigned medecines, 
oz ſuche lyke toyes of theyꝛ owne inuention, to gette 
monep withall, and bleare the ſimples eies. Whiche 
Cereransnatheleſſe doe karre paſſe them in grate 


Au be it (to ſpeake iu differ en ly) the one of theim is ſo 


lyke the other, as none wiil doubt, but either they haue 
learned at thoſe, oz thoſe at theſe againe. But what 
nede theſe my frter pꝛeachers to paſſe theron? ſeepnge 
th:ough mp pꝛoturement thef neuer miſſe of ſuch,as in 
hearpng theim, belene verily thet heare Demoſthenes, 
and Giceros matches : of whiche opinion chieflp bee 
. merchaunt?, and good wiues, whoſe eares and lykyng 
kriers dooe wholy tudie to ſatiſfie. Fo: merchauntes 
in caſe they be handſomely gloſed, are wonte to geue 
thetm in Commedum ſome poꝛtion of theyꝛ miſgot- 


tea —_ and women 9 many other conſideract- 
ons 


Kpnges : 
P2inces, 
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THE PRAISY 


ons are ſpecſally entlined to them, foz that they are 


wont to poure into theyz boſomes what ener euill will 
they bare in theyꝛ hertes againſt theyz huſband? 
Thus, ve conſider (J trow) how muche this race of 


Religious men, is indebted vnto me, whan now with 


now with theyꝛ baulynge and cripng out in pulpittes, 
they dooe crerciſe a maner tyꝛannis among? men, and 
woulde be coumpted fo: moze then Paulesoz Antoni- 
es, Butſeepng they be ſuche inglers, as can noleſſe 
bnkpndlp viſemble, and ſeeme not to acknowlage mp 


they: arenen and fonde fantaſies of thep2 owne, 


benefptes emploped on them, than they are otherwpſe 


crattilie counterfeictours of holinelle, J holde it beſt 
to ſpeake co moze of them. Foz J longe ſoze a little 
now to treate of kynges and pꝛinces liues, who moſte 
plainelp and genttlmanly, as gentilmen, dose enter⸗ 
teine me, - where as they conſidzed well what belon⸗ 
geth to they eſtates( now J ſee not what life might be 
moꝛe carefull than theirs, noꝛ leſſe to be deſyzed. Foz 
ſuch ſhal neuer thynke that a kyng dome ſhoulde either 
bp blurpation, oꝛ any other wꝛongknll title bee ſought 
foz, as dooe wale with theim ſelues, what a charge he 
ſuſteignech on his ſhoulders, that rightly will execute 
the office of a pꝛinte: who takyng vpon him the rule ok 
thyng? dooeth now admimiffer not his owne, but rather 


the allalres of many, wherby he ſhulde thinke ofnaught 
els but the common weale, obſeruyng fulfly the lawes 
wherof he is bothe founder, and ouerſeer, ts the ende 
bis vprightnefſe, and integritee mate be a pꝛeſidente tg 
his vnderrulers and oficers, whan epther being tuſfg 


and vertuous, like a bliſfull erre of lucky aſpecte hes 
male 
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mate bʒ inge bothe health and coumfozf to all his fubſe- 
ctes, oz otherwiſe, lyke a peſtilent Comete, be thepʒ 
ruine and deſtruction - In as muthe as meaner mens 
vices be not ſo muche marked, noꝛ ſs largely deuulged. 
But a pꝛunte is let in that place, where as if he wie him 
ſelfe neuer ſo little from that becommeth hym, ſtraight 
wal cs the tnfection of the exemple crepeth tontagiouſ⸗ 
Ip to many men: Beſpdes that, how muche moze the 
height of a pꝛintꝭ foztune mate be a meanes to peruerte 
bim from the right trade, either thzough pleaſure,lt- 
bertee, adulation, oz delicateneſſe, ſo muche the ware- 
lier ſhoulde he reſiſt them, watchpnge diligentip, leſt at 
any tyme beinge ſeduſed,he dove ſwerue from his dut- 
tee. And laſtiy (omittyng t- eaſons, hatredꝭ, and other 
perillè oz dꝛeades , wherwity a pꝛinte is infeſted ) if he 
remember how the dome alſo of the heigheſt, and mot 
rightfall kynge of all, hange th ouer his head, who ſoone 
after will call him to accompte foz the leaſt faulte hee 
hath done, pea and that the narowlter, the greater ſtate 
he had committed to him: Theſe thynges, (J ſale) 
and many lyke hereto, it a pzince do perpende wel, (and 
perpende theim he muſt nedes tfhe hath wiſedome) J 
beleeue ſurely he ſhoulde take his ſlepe and fode, with 
leſſe gladneſſe, than a farre meanc r perſonne doceth. 
But now, how manp pꝛintè haue yon, whiche thzongh 
my p2ocurement, remittyng all care and charge hereof 
to the good. dooe foꝛ the moſte parte onely tende thep;z 
owne pleaſure? So that admitte we feigne nowe the 
tmage of ſome one pꝛinte, ſuche as not ſeeld2me hath 
been, a man (foz exemple) vaſkilled in thelawes, ene- 


nile in a maner to the commen weale, geuen only to his 
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The appa 
raple ofa 


| pzince. 


ttes: This maner apparalle (J ſais) it that pꝛinte 


THE'PRAISY 
petuliet pꝛolite, addicted all tovoluptnouſneſſe, an ha- 


ter of learnyng, an hater oflibertee, and of the traeth, 
carpng nothyng lefſe than foz the aduauncement ol his 
countrep, but rather applipnge all thpng?to his owne 
plenſure and commoditee, And now (on gods name) 
gene him a chapne about his necke, foz token that all 
vertues ſhoulde agreablie be ench in hym: geue 
him alſo a crowne frette with perle and ſtone, in ſpgne 
he ought to excell others in all pzincelp vertues, than a 
ſceptre in his hand betokennyng luſtite with an vpzight 
mynde on all ſpdes : laſthp a Robe of purpꝛe, whiche ſi⸗ 
gnifieth zeale and feruent aſtettion towarde his ſubſe- 


ſhoulde duelp conferre with his lining, J wene he wold 
be aſhamed to weare it,fearing leſt ſome fine expoſitoz 
myght tourne all his pompe and ſolemneſſe of ropall 
robes into deriſion: namely whan he bath no maner 
part of a pzince in hym, ſauyng onely the clotbynge, 

Now lykewyſe what ſaie you to Courtiers 7 theſe mi- 
nion gaibeſcen gentilmen, who beyng foz the moſt part 
as fawnynge, as ſeruple, as witleſſe, and as abtett as 
tan be deuiſed, woulde be taken pet among? all men foz 
the pzincipall. But although theyz pꝛyde in other 
poyntiꝭ excedeth, pet herein ſurelp they ſhew a greatts 
modeftee, whan beyng contented to haue theyz bodies 
outwardly garniſhed with golde, with gemmes, with 
lilkes, and with other repzeſentactons of vertue and 
wiledome, they geue ouer the ſtudie, and vie of the 


thyngs ſelfe to other men, not tarynge how they leaue 


they; myndes naked, without any apparayle of diſci⸗ 
e 
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noble grace, ycur royall bighneſſe, your excelleut — tg 
And that theyz faces lpke viſers will bluſſhe at no- 
thyng: and finally that in bourdynge, and in flyzynge, 
they can flatter pleaſantly. Foz theſe be the qua⸗ 
litees they bolde moſte mecte loꝛ a kynd gentilman, and 
ruffler of the courfe, But nowe who ſo narowlier 
woulde app:oche, and enſearche they; trade of liupnge, 


ſhoulde fynve theim J warrant you, to be moze blunte 


and vnwittie, than euer were the auntient people of 
Phceacia , and thereto moze diſſolute than thoſe wa⸗ 
wers were that deſyzed Penelopes in mariage . Spon- 


ſi Penelopes, ye know what foloweth in the verſe, wh / Spond 


the J had rather that Eccho(as the euex dooeth the la⸗ 
ter wooꝛdes) ſhoulde declare vnto pou, than J. 
A heſe my hoglyng? ſlepe euer date till midnoone, and 
hauyng euin yet they} eyes full of ſlepe, they ſende then 
foz ſome hunting chaplaine,whs whiles they are in ma⸗ 
kynge ready, oz rather riſpng out of their beddes, male 
lynge them vp a poſtmaſſe. In the necke whereof 
commes they; bꝛeckſaſt, and that ſcantly finiſhed, gooe 
thep to diner. After that to the dyſe, to tables, to car- 
des, oz to boules, nowe with ieſters, nowe with fooles, 
now with courteſancs , daunces, and dalfaunc? fo tri⸗ 
fle out the tyme, not without one, oz two collactens a- 
foze ſupper, and after ſupper theyz bankettꝭ one vpon 
another . And thus without felyng any tediouſneſſe 
of their life, they paCe eaſily ouer, bothe houres, daies, 
monthes,peres, and whole ages. Jn ſozt that Jmp 
We am not ſeeldome * ln theim 
[ | made 
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made the fatter,and gladly woulde neuer parte compa- 
ny, ſaupng that lometpme leyng how amonges the da- 
moyſels and Madames of the tourte, thep Chew them 
(clues in theit maſtreſſes colours, and commonly dooe 
baunt theim ſelues of that they haue not, oꝛʒ neue did, 
I tan not kepe my ſelte faom laughter. Mozeouer ſce- 
png bow among? thoſe Nymphes and Madames, eche 
reputeth hir ſelfe the moze wooꝛthie of honour and e⸗ 
fate, the longer taile ſhe trapneth after hir. Seepng 
alſo how the gentilmen of the court dooe ſhooue one an 
other, and pꝛeaſe foz a ſhow of eſtimation to bee nexte 
theyꝛ pꝛince, as who ſateth depelieſt in his fauour. And 
ſepng laſtly how they ſtand ta theyꝛ owne concette, mu⸗ 
che efeempng them ſelues,as the moꝛe wozthy a tappe 
and reuerence,the greatter chapnes thei haue as if thei 
deſired not onely to ſhew their richefſe in wearing the 
but alſo they: ſtrength of ſhoulders in bearyng theim. 
But now (on godd? balfe) lenger than oflate dapes, 
Pope holy fathers of Rome, Skarlet Cardinals, and 
bleſſyng biſhops, haue not onelp folowed the ſteppes 
of pꝛintes, as touchyng theyꝛ pompe and magnificence, 
but dooen alſo what they can to ſurpaſſe them. Pet 
ſurely if a biſhop perpendod with him ſelfe, what is 
ment by the linen rochet ſo pureli of white that he wea⸗ 


reth 2 Mary that his liuyng likewiſe ſhoulde be nete, 


The appa 
raile of a 


bilhop 


and cleane from any ſpotte ot ſinne: Oz if be thought 
thus, that his mytre beyng deuided ſo into two hoꝛnes, 
eche typpe wherofis with the like knobbe gathered to⸗ 
gether, were ſet foz a figure ef the perfect knowlage he 
ought to hane bothe in the olde and new Teſtament. 
Oz if he wiſte that the gloues on his handes did ligni⸗ 
2 lle, 
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fle, how he ought as purely, and withont any ſople of 
wozldlyncfſe to adminiſter the ſacrament?; And how 
his croſters ffaffe admoniſhed him of the wakery charg 
he ſhoulde take ouer his flocke: And how his trolle 
bozne befoze him (be he an archebiſhop) pꝛetended vic⸗ 
tozie ouer all woꝛldly affections: Theſe fygures 
(J ſate) and manp lyke hereto, in caſe a biſhop did con- 
fter + conferre accozdingly, J beleue he could not choſe 
but leade an heauſe and tar etull life: Pea but at theſe 
dals (I can tel pou)thei take as little thought herefoze, 
as all thepꝛ thought is how they mate faire fede theim 
ſelaes, remittyng all care of theyꝛ flocke vnto Chꝛyſte, 
oʒ rather ceſignyng the ſame to ſuche as they tall theyz 
vitares, and Suffragans. In whiche taſe they remem⸗ 
bꝛe little thepz name.. Foz Epiſcopus, is as muthe to 
ſate, as a ſuperintendent oz wacheman, who buſtlp tens 
ded and toke hede to his charge and tommiſſion. 

How be it (in dede) as teuchongefiſſhynge foz money, 
and heapyng vp of treaſure bagg?, thep furnyſhe fully 
that theyz names impoꝛteth, and therin ſhew them ſel⸗ 
ues to be no blinde wachemen . Moꝛcouer, if 
Cardinals lie wiſe did conſider(ſepng thet chalenge to 
ſuc cede in the apoliles plates) how at thepz handes alſo 


is requyzed that ſanctitee and perfection, that the apo- - 


fles were ol: And further, how they are no lozve, 
but rather ſtewerdd and adminiſtratours of ſpirituall 
gifti and graces, fo2 the whiche ſooue aftcr they muſt 
duelp and exactely render attoumpte: ea if they did 
but argue a while vnto theim ſelges vpon they? gar- 


ment?, and thinke thus: Pardie the whiteneſſe,and 
n . A 15 
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made the latter, and gladly woulde neuer parte compa- 
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np, ſaupng that ſomeipme leyng how amonges the da- 


moyſels and Madames of the tourte, they ſhew them 


ſclues in theit maſtreſſes colours, and commonly dooe 
vaunt theim ſelues of that they haue not, oꝛ neve1 did, 


tan not kepe my ſelte faom laughter. Mozeouer ſee⸗ 


png bow among? thoſe Nymphes and Madames, echt 
reputeth hir ſelke the maze wooꝛthie of honour and e- 
Tate, the longer taile ſhe trapneth after hir. Seepng 
alſo how the gentilmen of the court dooe ſhooue one an 
other, and pꝛeaſe foz a ſhow of eſtimation to bee nexte 


theyꝛ pꝛinte, as whoſateth depelieſt in his fauour . And 
ſeyng laſtly how they ſtand in they; owne concette, mus 


che efeempng them ſelues,as the moꝛe wozthy a cappe 


and reuerence, the greatter chapnes thei haue. as if thei 


Cardinale 
biſhops. 


4 


deſired not onelp to ſhew their richelle in wearing the 


but alſo they: ſtrength of ſhoulders in bearyng theim. 
But now (on godd? balfe) lenger than oflate dapes, 
Pope holy fathers of Rome, Skarlet Cardinals, and 
bleſſyng biſhops, haue not onelp folowed the ſteppes 
of pꝛintes, as touchyng theyꝛ pompe and magnificence, 


but dooen alſo what they can to ſurpaſſe them. Pet 


ſurely if a biſhop perpendod with him ſelfe, what is 
ment by the linen rochet ſo pureli of white that he wea⸗ 


reth 2 Mary that his liuyng likewiſe houtde be nete, 
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and cleane from any ſpotte of fmnne: Oꝛ if be thought 
thus, that his mytre beyng deuided ſo into two hoznes, 


£che typpe wherofis with the like knobbe gathered to⸗ 


gether, were ſet foz a figure ef the perfect knowlage he 


ought to haue bothe in the olde and new Teſtament. 
D; il he wülte that the gloues on bis handes did ligni⸗ 
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fle, how he ought as purely. and without any ſople ot 
woꝛldlpneſſe to adminiſter the ſacrament?; And how 


his croſters ſtatte admoniſhed him of the wakery charg 
he ſhoulde take ouer his locke: And how his troſſe 
bozne befoze him (be he an archebiſhop) pꝛetended vie- 
tozie ouer all wozlbly affections : Theſe fygures 
I ſaie) and many lyke hereto, in caſe a biſhop did con- 
fter + conferre accozdingly, J beleue he could not choſe 
but leade an heauſe and carefulllife: Pea but at theſe 
dats (I can tel pou)thei take as little thought herefoze, 
as all thepꝛ thought is how they mate faire fede theim 
ſelaes, remittyng all care of thepz flocke vnto Chꝛyſte, 
oꝛ rather cefignyng the ſame to ſuche as they call theyz 
-vicares, and Suffragans. Inwhiche caſe they remem⸗ 
bꝛe little theyz name . Foz Epiſcopus, is as muthe to 
Cate, as a ſuperintendent oꝛ wacheman, who buſilp tens 
ded and toke hede to his charge and tommiſſion. 

How be it (in dede) as teuchongefiſſhpnge foz money, 
and heapyng vp of treaſure bagg?, they furnyſhe fully 
that theyz names impoꝛteth, and therin ſhew them ſel 
ues to be no blinde wachemen. | Woꝛecouer, if 
Cardinals likewiſe did conſider(ſepng thet chalenge to 
ſuc cede inthe apoſtlesplaces) how at thepz handes alſo 


is requpzed that ſanctitee and perfection, that the apo- . 


fles were ol: And further, how they are no lozv?, 
but rather ſtewerde and adminiſtratours of ſpirituall 
giftes and graces, foz the whiche ſoone alter they mull 
duely and exactely render accoumpte: Pea if they did 
but argue a while vnto theim ſelues vpon theyꝛ gar- 

ment?, and thinke thus: Pardie the whiteneſſe,and 
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J alfothoulveleade a pure and right innotent life. 

This cramopſen gowne, whiche J haue vnderneth it, 
admoniſſheth me J ſhould be as feruently enflamed in 
the loue of god. This viter robe alſo beyng ſo large 
and ſo lõger trained,as ſufficeth to ouerſpꝛed mine, the 
molt reverende fathers moyle, were the as lofty as any ta⸗ 
mell, doth it not pꝛetende, that charitee ſhoulde abound, 
and be ſo largely ſp:eadde in me, as J ſhoulde offre my 
ſelfe to helpe and releue all men 7 be it in teathyng , ex- 
hoztyng, coumfoztyng, rebukyng , oꝛ aduertiſyng mp e⸗ 
uen chꝛiſten: oꝛ be it in appeſynge of warres betwens 
countrets, oꝛ reſiſting of wicked pꝛintes yea oꝛ in ſpen⸗ 
dynge of my bloude foz chiſtes ſake, muche moze mp 
woꝛldly good? with a gladde hect ; How ve it J lee not 
byreaſon, what I ſhould dooe with wozldip goot?, J, 
that take vpon me wholp to imitate and repreſent the 
apoſtles, who like good ſoutes went p209:elp and bare- 
footed. Theſe thpng? (J ſate) if Cardinals did cons 
ſider and take well to bert, they wold not gave ſo gre- 
dily after that diguttee, nate willinglier woulde refuſe 
it, oꝛ at leaſt, as did the Primitiue apoſtles,leade a tras 
uaileſome and carefull life. in at!envpng to their offices 
Mozeouer if theſe th2iſe toly fathers, Popes of Rome, 
and Chriſtes vicares (as theyname them ſelues) vid 
as erneitly folow the exemple of Coriſtes l:fe, in enbꝛa⸗ 
tyng ol pouertee, oz peyntull teachynge of the people, 
oꝛ in bearyng of his troſſe, and contempt ofthis woꝛld, 
o2 if they didde but thinke a while vppon the name of 


Pope, which they chalenge petulierly, and is as much 


ko late as father, or the titie of mſi bah) faber, as they 


fois to bee called; Now J ſeenot what men in all the 
wozlcs 
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al 
many reuenues,ſo many taxes, ſo many perdones, noz 
kepe ſuch anumbze of pampzed hozſes,andflicke ſhozne 
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wozld ſhuld(by right) liue in greater tarefulneſte and 


aEliction then they. Noz J ſee not bpon what hope the 


rankeſt Symoniakes of the? might recken,tf they reked 


- hereon,that all theyz good? and faculties were to ſcant 
ts deale in bztbes to the Cardinals foz their voices : oz 


hauing ones purchaſed that roume with they: pennte, 
woldꝛ than ſo mantullp defend and kepe it, bethe with 


ſwooꝛde, with poyſon, and with all other effozce. 


Good loꝛde, yowe manp pleaſures and commodities 


ſhoulde wyſedome at one plucke bereue theim, in caſe 
they did but ones looke her in the kate? wiſedom ſaide 
Iz May yt they had but one grapne of that ſalt, wher⸗ 
of Chꝛiſt maketh mention in the goſpell they woulde 
not hoozde vp lo huge heapes of golde, ſo highe moun⸗ 
taines of rs. ſo large dominions, ſo many marti⸗ 

man offices,ſ\o many diſpenſacions, ſo 


moples, noꝛ holde ſuche a tourt and garde about them 
with infinite other folac?,to abound, oz rather ſwimme 


in delices. pe ſee(J'trow) in theſe few wobꝛde,howe 


great a fapze,x in maner a ſea of pleaſur? and wo2ld- 
Le welthineCſe-J haue ſet afoze you. In place wher- 
of ts there an ol pou thinketh,that Peters ſucceſſours 
at theſe dayes, wolde willingly embꝛate fatyng, — 
chyng,teares in vehement pꝛaver dayly pꝛea 
dying on the ſcripture, oꝛ ſighynge at mens 3 
with thouland other ſuthe dꝛerie troubles, which they 
dayly ſhould than be ſubtecte to: Oꝛ doo pou invge 
peraduenture they coulde eaſily fynde in their hertes, 
that lo manp ſcriueners ſo many regiltrers, to mante 
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nofarics,ſo many aduccates , ſo many pꝛomoters, ſe 


The table many ſecretaries,ſo many mopleters,ſo manp hozſeke 


at Rome, 


Sodomie 


pers, ſo many gentilmen ot houſholde, ſo manp apple⸗ 
ſquiers,ſo many baudes,) J had almoſt ſpoken a ſof- 
ter woozde,but J feare me it wolde haue ſounded har 
der to pour cares)bzicfely ſs great a rablement of ſun- 
dzie men as doo wap downe(J crie pou mercy) J met, 
doo wayte on the See of Rome, ſhoulde haue cauſe to 
trie out on thepm, whan with che tourne of an hande 
thzough thepꝛ conuerſion to a ſobꝛer courſe of lyupnge 
thoſe mpght well enough be dziuen to die foz hunger? 
ſpecially ſeing aboue the rigour and exttemitie of ſuch 
an hepnous acte,a farre moze deteſtable incdueniente 
ſhoulde folow,whan therby the pzinc! ſclfe, and pillers 
of the churche, yea the verte Lampes (on gods name) 
whiche light the woꝛlde, ſhould be called backe agapns 
to a lagge and a ſlaſſe: wheras els they haue found out 
ſo good a ſhyft, and tonueighante, what euer labour oz 
toyle belongeth to their offices.to caſt it wholp on Pes 
ter and Paulus ſhulders, who haue leyſour enough to 
welde it, whiles they may ſo good thepe reſerue vnto 
theim ſelucs all the pleaſure and commodities of the 
ſame: wherby it cometh to paſſe, and all thzough mp 
dzifte, that no kindeof men liue moze. delicately xnoz 
with leſle care than theſe holpe fathers doo. Foz as 
foz Chꝛiſt, he (they map eaſily enough be plea⸗ 
ſed, ſo longe as they ſhew the ſelues like popes in their 
Miſticall Pontificalibus, bolſtred vp with ceremoni- 
es, and titles of bliſſednes, reuerendnes, and ſanctitie, 
to bliſſe and curſe whom they liſte: what lag the reſt, it 
u lale with them, and out al ble at theſe dates to doo 
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my:acles,pepnefull, to teache the pleople ſtholerlyke, 
to expounde ſtripture: to ydle a thynge, to pzape:farrs 
moꝛe milkeſopipke and womannithe, to caſt fooꝛth tea 
res; vile, to be nedie: diſhonourable, to be ouertome: 
and molt vnſitting fo2 theim who ſcantly wyll admitte 
kynges and emperours to the kiſſing of they: feete: 

Finallie it is an vnſauoury thinge , to die: and as re- 
p2ocheable,to behanged on the croſſe: So that refu⸗ 
ſpng to ſtande to any of theſe hard condictons, thep reſf 
enelp vpon feates ot armes, with alſo thoſe ſugred and 
doulcet benedictions of theirs, mentioned by Baule, 
with a thouſande whereof J wene they woulde parte 
moꝛe liberally,than with one pennte : and ſticke hardi⸗ 
lie to theyꝛ interdictions.ſuſpencions,aggrauacions, 
redaggrauacions, anathemiſacions, and peincted pics 
tures ſet vp in churches, repꝛeſeting ſuch as they note 
fo; curſed;o; heretikes, with alſo that they; dzeadefull 
thunderbolt of excommunicacion, the dynt wherof at 
tbeyꝛ onely becke is hable to ding downe ſelp ſoules a 
thouſande myles beyonde the depeſt dongeon in hell: 
which thunderbolt they leuell pet agaynſt no men ſo 
behemently,as agaynſt thoſe, who th:ough the dinels 
inſtinttion dao go about to troppe Peters patrimonie: 
whiche (foz all Meters owne woozdes in the goſpell, 
Lorde, we haue left aſſ to folow thee) they expounde to be 
ſandes, cities taxes, cuſt mes and dominions, | Foz mapnte⸗/ 
naunte wherof whiles kpndled with the fer nent zeale 


of Chiſt. they fight bothe withrwozde , and with fyꝛe, 
than they wene they do gaply, and apoſtolic ly defende 
Chriſtes eſpouſe the ehineße, in rebuttinge and manfullie 
las they ſale) He m_—_ 
aan | a 
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trimonie. 
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laleth, there be any enemies moze pernitlous to chill 
thur che, than wicked biſſhops theim ſelues: who ſutk⸗ 
fre Chꝛiſtes name fo lacke of they; daily remembzing 
to grow out of the peoples knowlage:x do bind Lhziff 
to certapne money lawes of theyꝛ owne : and with wꝛe 
ſted gloſes and expolitions doo baſtard him: and laſt⸗ 
ly thzough the abhom able pꝛeſident of theyꝛ lyfe doo 
efteſones trutiſie him. In ſozte, that wheras I hꝛp⸗ 
ſtes churche was kyꝛſt founded vpon the bloud of hym 
bir autour, and reyſed vp with the bloudde of the a- 
poſtles, ⁊ enlarged with the bloud of ſo many marty:s 
now as though Chyiſt were no C hꝛiſt, oꝛ that he were 
not hable as befoze|to conſerne his choſen, they in hyz 
defence doo trie quarels onelp at the ſwoozdes 
poyntte. That wheras warre (to ſpeake abſolutely) 
is ſo truell and deſ s athpnge, as rather it beto⸗ 
weth wilde beaſte, than men, therto ſs furious and ra⸗ 
LJ gyng, as the verie Poetes doo feigne, that the Furies 
ok hell doo let it ſlippe: alſo. ſo peſtilent a thpnge . as 
dꝛaweth fo2 trayne al frothe and toꝛruption of maners 
after it: Further ſo vntuſt a thinge, as-foz the moſfe 
parte is beſt executed by the verieſt thenes and diſtreſ⸗ 
ſours that be:and laſtly ſo vnchꝛiſtian a thing, as in no 
thing accozdeth with Lhaiſte. Pet doo theſe my Ro- 
miſhe prelates, ſettinge all other thing? a ſyde, onely 
ſtudie and emplope theyꝛ tyme on warre. In whyche 
exerciſe ye ſhall ſe ſome of thepm beinge ſo olde and 


waſted, that they: rattle in their ſkinnes,ſoliue- 
iv vet turmoplyng, and pzonely bent therto , as ff they 
were waren 


naz werted thzou my 
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mynde oz agalre at it, though thereby al lawes;religi6, 
peace, and tranquillitie in humapne thyng? be toury 
ned fopſeturuie. Foz woozke they neuer ſo vngodlie, 
yet fayle they not of ſome gloſers learned men, who in 
hope of pzomocton,will name and expounde this theyg 
open madneſſe to bee a Zeale, to bee a Pietie, to bee a 
Spiritual manhode in them, bꝛinging it by a new foũd 
meanes fo paſle, that now a man may th2uſt his ſwoꝛd 
into his brothers bealpe, obſeruing neuer theleſſe that 
loue and perfite charitie, whiche Chꝛiſte byddeth eche 
Lhziſttan to owe an other, And truely J am as pet in 
doubte, whether li hops in Aſmaine haue giue,oz rather 
taken example hereat:ſeyng that ſomewhat playnlier, 
and without ant obſeruaunce at all,vſed either in their 
wede; oz bliſinge , with ſuche like teremontes as by⸗ 
ſhops woulde be knowen by, they doo playnely thewe 
thetm ſelues to be tempoꝛall pꝛintẽ in ſozt that in a ma 
ner they toumpt it vilitie fo: theim to pelde thepꝛ vali⸗ 
aunt ſoules to God, any where els than in a foughten 
fielde. And now, doo not ſingle prieſies ( trowe pee) 
tlinge as nere as they can to theyꝛ pꝛelates deuotion: 
Foz (loe) ho bothe with ſweo2des, with ſta⸗ 
ues, and with yea and by the teeth alſo the good 
-  bicars can ffrive foz thepz tytheright? 2 and how na- 
- rowlp loke they to fynde in olde wzitte: 02 in doctours, 
any ſentece ſerupng foꝛ theyꝛ purpoſes to geue terrour 
therby to theyꝛ ſimple pariſheners,yea and beare them 
downe, that they ought to pay moze than theyꝛ tenthes 
limitted. But foz all theyz diligence in thatbehalfez 
they are as indiligent remebzers what is wzitten in 
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What they on the other partought co render and repay 
vnto the people. No not thep; ſhauen trownes at leſt 
can warnecheym,how pꝛieſtes muſt be free from all 
woꝛldlinelſe, to paſſe on nothing els, ſaving heauenlys 
treaſure. But ſooner at theſe dapes my Jolie ſir Johns 
dos take it fo2 a ſuTictent foꝛntture of their roomes, as 
loge as they mamble ouer theyꝛ portes ſerice, they care 
not how raqhelp, whiche (on mp fatth) J wonder what 
god heareth,oz vavecſtandeth? ſeinge they theym ſel- 
ues doo almoft neither heare, noꝛ wote what they ſafe, 
whan only with their lippes they make a certapne buſ⸗ 
zynge, no whitte pzoceding from the hert. Howe be 
it( to ſaie the trouthe) it is a commen tatche naturally 
geuin to all men as well as pꝛieſtꝭ, to watche well foz 
they: owne lutre: foz none is ſo vnſkilfull, that in tbys 
poinct cannot ſkanne the lawes to the vttermoſf, But 
in caſe there be any wayght oz charge thereon depen⸗ 
vyng.that the clergie bath politikely learned to caſt on 
others ſhoulders, Foz lyke as pzinees are wonte to 
oꝛdeyne vnder theim many Depuries and officers,who 
dos ſubſtitute Subdeputies in they: ſteedes 
ſo dooeth the _— of their goodneſſe and linguler 
modeſtie,remitte all care ot holineſſe to the lay people, 
and lay folke charge ſuche ther with as they tal Eccle- 
ſiaſticall ozchurchemen.as who ſateth all maner Chzb 
ſtians had not to doo with the churche, oꝛ as if they pꝛo 
kelled no ſuthe thing by they; kyꝛſt vowe of Bapriſme, 
Than agayne pꝛieſtꝭ that are named Seculers, as dedi⸗ 
tate to the wozlde and not to Chiſt, doo laye all thys 
burden on reguler pzteft?,who ltkewyſe tourne it ouer 
to Religious memand religious men of an eaſier ruls 
com 
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tommende the ſame to thoſe of a ſtraighter rule. But 
all with one aſſent doo caſt theyꝛ targe on Friers net⸗ 
kes, who natheles finde a meanes pet to tonuep the 
ſame ts monkes of the charterbouſe, in whithe onely o2der, 
holineſte as in hir graue lieth hydden, yea and ſo hyd⸗ 
den, as ſcant at any tyme ſhe can be ſecn,, LZypkewyſe 
holy fathers of Rome in tender conſideration of the 
dayly buſinee,wherwtth they ar occupied about their 
money harueſt, are faine to put byſſhops tn truſt with 
all other too too Apoſtolike labours. But biſhops dyſ⸗ 
deine not tough humilitie to let perſons ſupply thetr 
roomes, And per ſones like good felowes wolde their 
vieares thould haue the doynge thereof: Than vicares 
ſicke not to ſuttre friers to entrothe vpon theim: And 
they agayne make reſignement therok, to ſuthe as dap 
1 the woulle of Chꝛiſtes pooze flocke, | 

ut (hola) it is beſt foz me to Toppe here, ſeing J toke 
not vpon me to boult out the manet ot biſhops and pꝛi 
eſtes liuinges now a dayes ; leſt any man ſhould deme 
how I rather entended to ratle vp they; vites, than to 
ſpzed.mpne owne pzaple,ozleft ye might mitt ae me, 4 ftr extu 
as it good and vertuous pzinc{ were taũted of me, uhy #4 hr delt 
les fooltſſhely attoꝛdinge to my cuſtome J dos tou / chat che pe 
mende the wicked. Nate rather J haue touched thus keth ofthe 
muche,with few woozdes, to the ende it may appears, Picked * 
howno moztall man tan line ſweetely in ioye and plea 2% men. 
ſare,vnleCe he be a bzather of mi fraternitie, and haue 
me to his friende and good ladie. Foz els, who is he 
dart locke foz good happe, ſeeing Fortune bir ſelf, the Foitune # 
. Ao ppg eres eee — 
mx * euer oz the moſte rn a | - 


J 214 it 


THE PRAISE 


cr ene, and contrarſvus to theſe wpſemen,whereas to 
fooles on the other lpde ſhe dealeth hir giltes ſo large⸗ 
w/ as if che trammed the lame into their mouthes whi⸗ 
les they are ſlepynge. Pe remembꝛe (J trow) what 
is written of Timotheus that foztunate captapne of 
the Atheniens, whol e good happe and ſucteſſe in thin⸗ 
ges gaue fp;ſt place to this pzouerbe. Sſere be neuer ſo 
Jaſt. his nette catcheth/ſor him. (F02 pe ſhal vnderſtande, 
that of his continual pꝛoſperous foꝛtune peinters toke 
occaſion to poyrtrap his image ſleping . and feztune in 

the meane whiles thzowing into his nettes both cities 
= dominions.) And lybewyſe this other pzouerbe; 
The he ate j lie y was ment, that lyke as Pal⸗ 
las, to whome the howlate is tonſetrate, was wonte to 
geue good aud ſutteſſe to many ofthe Atheni- 
ens purpoſes vnadulſediy enterpꝛiſed: So lykewiſe 
that armie, whiche had Timotheus ones foz taptayne, 


was euer victozious, though tenne to one it ſhuld haut 
chaunced 


Bat theſe pꝛouerbes on the 6 
ther ſide doo ynff wyſemen. He was borne vn 
der an vnſutſie mooie, or Vppon acroſſe daie , Oz ; be Path 
| $eja5boſe{whiche'hozle as waiters doo affyzme, had 
foz his beautie divers maiffers ſacreiuely,who all at 
 lafthadeuſllend,) wes tan ao your 
i dde — Ther en 
| many lache other 20uerbos,whiche J holde it bell. 
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warer, and moze fearefull to auenture any thing, wher- 
foze pe ſee datelp how theſe wiſemen are euer pounded 
in beggery andneceſſitee, aud fedde with ſmoke, leadyng 
foozth their tymes as vnregarded, vneftemed, and vn⸗ 
accepted .* Whereas mp fosles on the other ſpde door 
flow in riche ĩe and pzomoctons, and fo; ſhozte doe fleu« 
ryſſhe on ali ſpdes . Foz ſurelp, and it pe coumpte it 
no ſmall parceil of feliciree to ſtande in good grace with 
great men, and line fanul:arip among? thoſe my golden 
gods: now I ſee not what wiſedome can auatle pou, nap 
ratber how it ſhe uld not muche diſpꝛolpte pou, ſeepnge 
they fo: the moſt parte beyng vnlerned. doe repꝛoue ler⸗ 
nynge, as that they know not . Oz pf Rycheſſe be te 
be ſought foz,)J pꝛaie pou what gaine tan the merchant 
haue, whan as wpſcdome biddeth, his conſcience at a⸗ 
ny tyme ſhoulde ſtaggar at a falſe othe,oz beynge faken 
with a plaine lie.he did bluſche therat, o2 ſet but a bars 
ly cozne by all thoſe grudgeyng doubtes,that wyſemen 
put vpon thefte and vſerie . Mozeouer, who ſo 
gapeth after ſpiritual dignitees and promocions , ( as there 
be tauins enough that watche koꝛ ſuche carein) let hym 
thinke that an aſſe 02 a cowherde ſhall ſooner be auan⸗ 
ted to the ſame than any wyſe , oz learned man. Than 
iu caſe thou eſtemeſt womens loue and daliaunce( wbt 
che ſure is one of the grrateſt part of my plate.) They 
good podes are wholp addicted to foolts and trifletal- 
kers , pea none otherwyſe dooe abhozre and ſhonne a 
wyleman, than they would dose a Skorpion . iBztefes 
ly, wbo ſo euer they be, that entende to ſyue frankeiy in 
feat and gladneſle, foz the fyꝛſte poir tte wyll ſee well 
that Maſter Sage be ſhutte out * dezes, and ſconer 
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let in any maner beaſt than him. Finally, what ener 
ſpde ye tourne pou to, be it to Prelates, to Princes Iud 


ges, Rulers, friendes, 02 enemies, all thing is gotten 


koz money, whiche lyke as a wpſeman deſpiſeth, ſo J 


thinke it be; becauſe he can not come by it, it fandeth - 
ſo farre from his reache, as j the foxe would eate no gras 
res. Well; all be it there be no endeno2 meas 
ſure of my pꝛaiſes, vet it muſt behoue me at laſt tomake 
an ende of my talke; J will leaue thereſoꝛe. So that 
fyꝛſte J map bꝛiefelp touche vnto pou, how J want not 
of many great Aurours, who with their wꝛitinges and 
deedes alſo haue blaſonned and ſet me fo2the , leſt elles 


mine owne concepte, oꝛ lawiers might vſe tauillations 
againſt me,ſaying „J alleged no bokes foꝛ mp pꝛoutfe. 
Goe to therefoze,let vs allege ſomewhat fo2 oure ſelfe, 
and reherce vp as thei door thinges nothing ſerving to 
the purpole. Oo fpzſke J ſape, that none wil de- 
nie this olde ſawe to be true, bow whexas the thinge ſelſe 
wanteth there it is beſt at ſeſt to counter aii the ſame, wher⸗ 
vpon pounge childꝛen that goe to ſchole, haue foz one of 
their firſt leſions this verſe of Cato taught them, whi⸗ 
the ſateth: Jt is moſt wy ſedome for a man in place to conntre⸗ 


faiJe Foſie. Nowe therfoze I pꝛap pou conſider with 


your ſelues, how great a weale and benefite muſt Folie 
in deede be, wheras the countrefatctyng and ſhadowe 
onely ot the ſame, deſerueth ſomuche pꝛayſe at learned 
men. Among? whome mine owne good Horace, as a 
fatte and faire fedde hoglynge ol Epicures herde, ad- 
viſeth men to niyngle Folie with their graue cmnſaile ;( all be 
it the addition he maketh of (fort folie, was not all of 
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OF 'FOLIE, 
the cuntyngeſt. 0 Alco in an other place he ſapeth, 1c is 


a ſwete thing to be a ſoole whan place requireth : And than 
agatne heconfeſſeth, be had aber be boldenfora foole and 
un 8 beyng wiſe to be barked-at,and bitten of euerie 
bodlie 
ons he pꝛatſeth and tommendeth Telemachus, pet in 
diuers plates he is wonte to call hym chylciſbe and ims 
pradent, whiche name theſe wziters of Tragedies dooe 
gladlye foz a token of good lucke geue to boyes, and 
ftripeling?. But foꝛ Gods ſake, what is els conteygned 
in Homers whole Poeſie of the ſacred boke called I- 
lias, ſaue onelp the contencions debates of fooliſhe kynges, 
undd fooliſhe people? wherby it appeareth, that all the wald 
is full of fooles,as Cicero ſaped rightly, in which ſo fewe 
woꝛdes he gaue me as abſolute and ample a pꝛaiſe, as 
might be. Foz who is he that knoweth not the valewe 
and goodneſſe ofa thing to be the moze acceptable, the 
largelier and moze coptouſly that the ſame is ſpꝛead in⸗ 
to all partes? But it may be( pe wyll ſaye ) that Chri⸗ 
ſten men geue no tredente to theſepatnem autours ; in 
whiche taſeſ it pe thinke ſo good) J am content to proppe 
vp, and founde (as doctours ſape)mp pꝛayſes vpon ſuch 
textes as fo? wytneſſe of the ſame J chall fetche oute 
of holy ſcripture. Fyꝛſte of all pꝛaſyng diuines of theyz 
lawfull fauour, that they wil licence me ſo to dooe. 
Next than becauſe J take a great charge in hand,and if 
were no good maner to tall the Muſes efteſoones from 
their fountatneof Helicon, to come backe ſo greate a 
fourneyas is fcom thence hither,namcly foza mattier 
ſmallypertainynge to they; facultee , peraduentnre it 


were better wylihey ol me, whyles J plate the Decheſſe 
Q of dinis 
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ene 


And Homer likewiſe, whereas in all condict- 
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dome, and alligneth 


TH ö P R AIS * 
of dininitee , and paſſe though thele b:ambles , that the 


ſloule of Duns woulvea litle leue Sorbone College, 


and enter into my bzeft,be he neuet ſo thoꝛnie, and ful- 
ler of p:icles than is any v:cheon, to departe agapne 
whan J haue dooen ones, and pf he liſte to the gaſowes. 
That would god J mighte pzopzely take anewe tounte⸗ 
nante, and were cladde in a doctourlike apparaple : ſa⸗ 
uyng I feare leſt ſome of you woulde lape thefte tomy 
charge,as though J had pꝛiuely piked our Maiſter doftors 
cunning out of their ſfudiveſkes, becauſe Jcan ſo much 
Diuinitee withoute booke. Mut haue pe no meruaile 

though mp con il and daily conu n amonges 
doctours,maketh me to beare awaye ſome one woozde 
oz other: ſepnge the | figtre image of Priapus coulde in pres 
ceſſe of tyme, as his maiſter redde Homer, marke and 
remembꝛe ſome Greke vocables. And ltkewpſe Lu- 


ſyng among? men, 
Wut now (on gods 

the Eecleſiaſte wziteth in his firſte chapiter , that the 
nowmbre of ſooles is ini te. Howe where de ſpeaketh of 


all? Muche moꝛe expzeſſelp dooeth Ieremie confeſſe 
the ſame : for eche man ( ſapethhe ) is made « foole in his 
owne wyſedome : Si onely bnto God he loweth wyſe⸗ 
foz petuliex vuto all men, 

Than againe a little aboue that, he would no man ſp ouſd 
gſoi in his ewne wyſedome: and whp ſo mine owne 
Jeremie ? Feiſoutbe ( wyll he ſape.) fa that man batbe no 


| 


8 
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or FOLIE. 


"iſcdome at all, Hut to retourne agapnt to the Eccles 
ſiaſte. u9hat ment he(trow ye by his pꝛoteſtation when 
de lowdely cried oute ſo, vanitee of vamteet, and all is vas 
nitee ? what ? but ( as afoze J ſaied) that this humayris 


lyfe is nanght but a tertaine great playe of Folie: ton⸗ 
firming(as who that noble ſentence of Cicero a 
little afoze w all this world is full of ſooles. Moze 


oner,where the otherwyfe Eccleſjaſticus ſayed, A 
changeth like the moone, but a wiſcman abydeth in one ſtate as 
the ſonne ? what ſignified he els hereby? but that makinds 
is altogethers foolyſche, and God oneiy deſerue:hthe 
name of wpſedome, Fo: pe ſhall vnderſtand, that by ths 
moone ( accozding to the expoſicion- of doctours )'is fi- 
gured mankynde: and by the ſonne, whiche ts the head 
and fountaine of all light,is mente god him ſelfe the fa- 
ther, and oziginall of — ——— — dens 
keth greatly, that Chz elke in 
ed any man ought to be called good, ſaning god him ſeſſe. 
Now therefoze if every man that is nat wpſe, muffe be 
holden foz fooliſhe. and who ſo euer is good, is wyſe al- 
ſo,(accozding as the Stoikes do affyzme ) than per con- 
ſequent ye mutt nedes confeſſe,that moztall men are al 
togethers w2apped in the bandes of Folte . Further- 
moze, Saloman in his rrv. chapitre ſapeth: Folie mas 
keth ſocles pladde; wherein he tonfeſleth plainety,that ns 
thing in this life can be ſweete oꝛ pleaſant , vnleſſe that 
folie pelde the fame vnto you: and herebnto maketh 
that ſatepng aiſo : who exhorteth you to wiſe de me, ex hors 
teth you to ſorow;and inwmch — is muche indięna 
cion: and doeth not this noble pꝛeather plainly tonfyꝛme 
. nnn thapitre ; That the bertr ef 
Q. u. le- 
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wiſe man is vheas ſorowis,and the bert of a foole wherag glad 
neſſe is. Therefoe Salomon thought it not ſufficient to 
tonſume time about the knowlagt of wiſedome, vnleſſe 
he fur ther ſhould buſie him ſcife to knowe me alſo. 
That in tale ve ſmally beleue myne, marke J pꝛay pon 
the firlt thapitre: Aud J haue aps 
to knowe wyſedome and ſearnyn ge, 
\qnours and folie: wherin pe muſt note 
keth muthe koz mp dignitee, that he 
putteth folie in the latter plate, namelp ſeynge the EO 
cleſiaſte, 02 thurche pꝛeather wꝛote it, and pardye ye 
know how the church oꝛdze willeth, that who ſo is kyꝛſte 
in dignitee, ſhall gor laſt in plate, to the ende, that howe 
euer in other poinctes, pet herein at leſt he doocobſerue 
the pꝛecepte of the goſpell. But folie to be farre moꝛe 
noble and excellent than wiſedome, J wene J tan pꝛoue 
vou by witneſſe of the Eccleſiaſticus, who ſo euer was 
antour'sf that booke in the. r!iiit. chapiter of the ſame: 
whole tert-furely I holde it not beſt to recite vnto you, 
bcfoze yeſomewhat ſhall haue ayded the induction of 
mpne argumente, with anſwearynge handſomely vnto 
me, lyke os Plato jntroduceth thoſe that diſpute wpth 
Socrates to dooe. So fyꝛſte J demaunde of you, what 
thing? to your indgement ought ſooneſt fo be kept cloſe 
and hydden, other thoſe that are pꝛetious and rare to be 


' gottemzo2 other that are vile + dogchepe in euerp plate; 


dooe pou holde pour peace ? Nowe ſurely how euer ye 
would diſſemble, pet thall this olde greke pꝛouerbe an⸗ 
ſweare fo2 pou: the waterpct e is ſette behinde everye dore: 
the auctozitec of whiche pꝛouerbe let none of pou be ſo 


* 


vngodly to refelle, ſeeyng Ariſtotle hym ſelfe, the God 
| $1.8 ok our 
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ot our maiſfer dottours doeth in many plates retite tt: 


and in ſadneſſe J tan not thinke, that anpe ot pou all is 
ſo madde, to leue golde oꝛ pꝛetious ſfones in the hieghe 
wape:nape rather ye laye theim vp in pour moſt ſecrete 


tloſettꝭ, and pet, that not ſuftiſynge ye double locke them 


in the ſtrongeſt coffers ye haue, whereas durt ve leue li⸗ 
vnge ſtyll on the dunghill. Ergo il that be hidden, 


abꝛode as vntended to, is it not manifeſt now, that wiſe⸗ 
dome whiche he fozbiddeth to be hidden, is karre moꝛe 
vile than folie, whiche muſte actoꝛdynge to his rede be. 
locked vp and kept as cloſe as may be? and now Jam 
tontent to reherce pou his owne wooꝛdẽ, (whiche are) 
Better is the man that bideth his jolie, than he who bideth bis 


wiſedome. Mut what ſaye you to this that ſcripture at 


tributeth ta fooles a tertayne benignitee, and gentyb 
whiteneſſeofnatnre, condemning wyſemen fo2 pꝛoude 
and deſpiſours of all others ſaue theim felues? foꝛ ſo 
dooe A plainely take the meanyng of the Eccleſiaſte in 
the. x. chapiter . But a foole ( ſaieth be ) that walketh in 
the e him ſelfe vn wiſe, ſuppoſet ß all mento be jooles 

Now is it not ( I pꝛaye you) a ſygne ot an ex⸗ 


teding gentilneſſe in him to make euery bodye his mat⸗ 


the and felow that wheras none ſo baſe wil not meane 
ly fande yet in ſelfe con, his turteſie is ſuche to 
dele euery man a fleeſe ofhys pꝛayſe. 1 
mon beyng ſo great akynge, was 
my name wha he whe ſom rr 51 —— 
of al men doclour ofthe gentiſes thoughte 
ſcozne theraf, when waiting to the Corinthians he ſaid: 
Ap " it 05 vmwiſe;tha 1] more than otßer. wk as wha 
ſapeth 


that is moze pꝛecious, and the other vile thing? are lefte 
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dooe whan their 


ſoꝛte of notes 


ſake and good wyll J doe mencton, mate be counted the 
ſ:cconde.,1f not the fyzite . Thep(like enoughe ) will re- 
p:out me, and (o) a fooliſſhe alle gacion is this ('wpll 
thep ſape ? and how mete a witneſſe for dame Folie to bringe 
in, whereas the apoſiſes mea ninę is ſane than 
dreametb it to be: ſor in the ſe woordes he wo d not he taken 
more ſoole i han other, but whan he had ſared, I hei at s 
of Ch11ſt and ſo am) alſoyto the ende yet be ſhuld not be holden 


for a vainglorious in that be mae him ſelf coequal with 


the other, he added as by correftion , I more than ot her 
inge ther y how not oneli he was mate he to the other apoſtles 
bu · ſome what alſo then ſuperit im: whiche althcugh be woulde 
ſhould be taken ſor verie 2 leſt the — 
therof might partli haue offended mens cares be did jnſi ſ 
the ſame with the pretexte of Folie ( ſaiyng ) I ſprake it as tbe. 
ſt what privilege fooles haue toſpeake 
. Well, what euer Paule mente 
J leaue hardip to theim to diſpute 
ynglier dooe folow the auctozitee of 


_ other groſſe and fatte doctours, who amonges vulgar 


folke, are in greateſt reputation, ſo farfoszth as a great 
part of learned ry ay. 
ures 


OF FOL1T: 


curetſebe dece! with theim, tha 
n fudge 
even eee hpanrigh 
— ye no man ſetteth moze by theſe. ſmatte- 
— reke tounge, than they wold do by as ma⸗ 
2 a certapne glo⸗ 
dactour,whoſe name J —— ohio no- 
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n aye): And this was ds ung b, 
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os 2 Shall J ffande to one onely exem⸗ 
— take it commenly 
pꝛtullege, to treche out heanen(that is to ſai) 


holy wzitte lyke a che 
in Baules ep wooꝛdes of ſeripture fart as 
5 ſenſes, wheras — 5 Ae 
2 do varie neuer a dele, it we geue cre 
a whanPaule ſaw at Athenes an 
Altar dedicate tot x Godd!.the entitlpng wherofhe 
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THE PRAISE 
thought good to bꝛinge in fo; a pzoufte and tozroboꝛa⸗ 


tion of the Chꝛiſtẽ belefe;leauing al the ref that made 


agaynlt his purpoſe, de toke one iy the two latter wo 
des of the ſame, ( which were theſe) tothe vnknowen god 
pet in ſome parte he was content to thaunge theim to: 


- foz the whole ſuperſcripcion was ſet vp in this maner. 


To the peds of Aſia, turopa, and Africa,to the viknownezanil 
eſtraunge Gods, o bpon this exemple of Paule A 
wene it procedeth, that comenly at theſe da ies my faire 
broode of doftours do enterpꝛiſe to nippe of here and there 
foure 0; fiue wooꝛdes of the whole yea and thoſe ſome 
thing altered and —— (if it gande the(ni 


applie the ſame ſo botched together to their owne ſ?ſe 
and tommoditi euer that that gveth befoze, and 
that that foloweth : doeth nothinge lerue fo purpoſe, 


oꝛ rather make cleane agaynt them. vohith their ſayd 


igh vet by fo happte an vnſhame- 
often 


poinct Ciuilians haue tt f 
5 of divinttee,whan now in Alle 
| ko the mattter; they bee'ſd 


« Foz I pzay pou ( of friendſh(p) 
be to harde fo; theſe doctours 


but J feare me J 
dꝛaw out of Lukes 
tence nomoze agre 
than fyze is with 

nent daunger ol 
uer, it becometh godd —— 


as 
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as conkederates in league doo one foz an other, to the 
ende pet he might dꝛiue all confidence in ſuche maner 
defence out ot his Apoſtles hert?, axed of thetm, whey 
tber they wanted oug ht, what time he ſent them ſoortß ſo bares 
ly without anie maner proviſion, not peving them ſo muche as 
ſhoes to ſaue their je te jrom thomes and ſicnes, nor yet a wallet 
ko put their meate in? wherunto whan they had aũſ werd, that 
theilacked nothing $ But now (quod he) who ſo of you bath 
6,walet,let him ſeli it, and his bagge alſo, yea and who ſo bath 
not. make be ſale at leſt of his cote;to bie him a ſwocde. Now 
wheras it is manife@ enough,that all Chiſts doctring 
pꝛetendeth naught but mekenelle, pacience , and con 
tempte of this maztall lyfe , whithe of you percepneth 
not,what he ment in this place; Foz I take it playnely 
that he ſapd thus, to geue his Ambaſladours the Apo- 
ſtles, the better tourage, to the ende that they not onely 
ſhould ſet no ſtoꝛe by ſhoes, oz by bitaylinge bagges, 
but ſheuld calf awap they: totes alſo, the nembliex and 
mozedeligerly to goe about they; charge and commil- 
fion ofthe goſpell pꝛeachynge, pꝛouiding thepm ſelues 
- of naught els but onely a ſwazde, not that ſwozde that 
theues and murderers doo ottupie, but the ſwozde of 
the ſpꝛite, being whetted all on Charitie,whoſe popnct 
perleth into tye ſuwarde part? of mansbert, a tuſteth 
oli fleſſhely affections thence, ſo clene, as naugbt re⸗ 
maineth ſauing pietie, and ardent lone towardes god, 
Wut marke pe now (of felowſhip) how warlpke tbys 
famous doctour wꝛeſteth the playne # clere ſence here⸗ 
of. - Forbythe R be) is ment defence a geinſt 
reſſecuriont and by the is vudleiſlode competent pꝛoui⸗ 
| fon we ſheculd make of thinges neceſſarie to ſive withall, As 
0 K i who 
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who ſaſeth , Lhziſtes mynde were chaunged, betauſt 
him ſemed that he ſent foozth his Ambaſſadours not 
halfe ropally furniſſhed,and therefo:e did recant here, 
and call backe his fyzt Inſtructions geuin theim. Oz 
as ii de had here foꝛgotten thoſe woozdes,whiche afoze 
de ſpake vnto theſm with ſuche a vehemencte.yeſhoſ be 
lied wßan ye be perſecuted withall kynde of eultrape and 


ſuffer: for Gliſſed Fe them che in ſpriveynot thoſe that are fierce, 
and ſlubbewne herted, Oz as if it were quite out ot his re 
membzaunce. that in other places he lihene th them to 
be ſparowes,ond (1'irs,qs touching the (mal care that thel 
ſhuld take fo: thepꝛ llumge. ow, ſo muche lacked that 
de woulde haue: goo weponlelle, as rather they 
ſhould ſel they totes from their backes to bie the ſame 


of deſence is conteipned,tl | 

enct. ſo vnder the name of Fappeyis conti 

U 2 $ 
tour of Gods wyll and meinpnge 
es complete armed, with tene- 
lins, bowes and es, linges, and hanlfehakes , fo 
pꝛeache the goſpell,and Chztftes trolle. Zadinge them 
mozeouer with great males, and panters well ſfuffed 
with vitaples, leſt els percharmee they might ſometime 
departe from they innes vndyned. No not ſo muche 
as this,myght any moue this gate learned man, 
that £b2ift bym leit hozily after rebukyng Peter lid 
deth the ſwoorde ſhould be put vp apaine, whiche afoze he 
tommaunded ſoerneſtli to be bought:and that it never 
| was 
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turment;but make ye no reſſtence againſt theſe euules ye hat 
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was hearde how the apoſtles did at anie fpme occupſs 
and bucklerzto reſiſt they aduerſaries violet 
thelelle they woulde not haue ſticked to des 
in caſe that Ch:iſtes meaning in theſe atoꝛeſapd woo 
does had been ſuch, as he expoundsth it ta bee. 
There. is an other doctour i{kewyſe of no leſſe reputa⸗ 
not, — te c the pzophete, 
where he ſapeth,'T be ſkinnes of the — ns 
be diſpareled — tone aſunder. conſidering that 
the Prophete ſpake ofthe M es lodgeinges or tens 
tes jor the fieſ1e, which were made of beaſtes ſkinnes,as 
auncicntly men iu warrefare vſed,wziteth painty, that 
Abacuc did pꝛophety there of the fleaing of Sainct Bar 
thelmeus ſkpnne. Imp ſelfe not longe agoen 
was pꝛeſent(as man times J am wont tobe(atacers 
faine diſputacton, where diners doctours were aſſim⸗ 
. bled. There whan one of them by thaũer had put fozth 
a queſtion, by what autlontie of ſcripture | 
net to be coumptrolled by the june, thã con futed by argumentes 
An other auncient father. that ſatte by hym, beynge lo 
crabbed faced,as onelp toe complexion of his hanging 
b:owes might tel pou ſtraight he was ma iter doctouc 
amſwerde in a great choler,that Paulc him ſelte was 
the kyꝛſt oꝛdeigner of that la we. wheras in one of bys 
eftples it is redde, Hereticum hominem poſt vnam 
et alteram correpti deuita. (But J axe perdone 
at your delicate cares, becauſe J tũ not other wiſe thi 
tn the lame phraſe exp2eſſe it vnto von) J exbarte 
(fapeth1Saute)to deute or ſhon'e 


lemne and trrefr 


taunge name vvitches. 


- Hedwith the lyke 
— Cole ingoyngea 


run PRAISE. 


wins opinions, ban this doctour bad thundzey 
foozth this texte in a bigge vopce,makinge offenrepe- 


Many laughed at this bis fi 
there were pet. oho — — Theologul 
inuencion. But whecas others (that notwithſtandyng 
veganne to replie, by and by roſe bp an other much ſo⸗ 
le doctour to take his part. And 
thus lieth the caſe (quod 22 written, Suffer thou no 
miſclooer to ſiue, now ſins that euery beretike miſdooeth , ergo 

thow muſi ſuffer no hexetike on ſive. This Syllogy — 
beinge thus trufſed vp by him, ozde) how Ml the aſſls 
fence beganne to wonder at his wittinelle, thozoughly 
confirming bis ſentence,yea and that the ſooner, ſeyng 
none of theym had the witte oꝛ learninge to —— 
how that law v oꝛdepned agapnſt 
enchaxnters and ſorcerers, ſuche as the Dedzeivs tn theys 
Foz els why ſhould not foz- 

by as good reaſon, be punts 
e ol death: But J play the very 
ute to tell vnto you, all ſuche balde 
deatſes oftheſe furde hoadedmen, being in deede ſo in 
not (on mp conſcience) be tom⸗ 
pꝛebended in all the large volumes ol Criſyppus, and 


— mus, taking Fytqbarbert? abregementes fog 


nicatours,and 
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Or 'FOL Ito? 


muthe moꝛe muff be bozte with, being but a younge 
dottr eile, and lytze a woman chotyng foo:the my bolte 
at the gaineſt, i ſometime may chaunte J lape not all 
myallegacions fully by leuell. But not at laſt Jlepe 
backe agayne to ſaynct Daule, and Gladly (ſayeth he) 
ye duo bee ith virwiſeinen, (ſpeakingit by him lelfe) 
alſo-inan other ptace,receive you me, as vuwiſe that J ant 


| andifurther, 3 ſea nt tis rcſaly 6x vpon go pert 


vnwiſedome.. Than agapne ; wwe 
(ſapeth he) are become fooles jor. Chriſles ſakes Doo pon 
here now how great pꝛayſes of Foly this ſo greats an 
autour alleageth, yea and that mozeis,heplaynely av 
toygneth Folie vnta vs, faz a thing moſt netellary. and 
rigdt. mpoꝛtyng to ſaluacton? vor he (ſapech + 
he) to be wiſe — — bim-become a foole, to: 10. 
be be wiſe in How lay you my maiſters, woulbe 
pe my moze euident. pzoulfes than this. oꝛ an other ex ., 
emple alſo in Lukes goſpell, where leſus calleth te 
twoo diſciptes fooles, mith whom he totgited'compatly Thefe « 
by the way? This in eſpectall mape be taken foz a Sumcntes' 
— — diuine ſpareth not to — 
atttibute abntd gu ale: yen by £0 
Where he ſapeth,” 26d is fooliſſke, iswyſer yet lie, not that 
than any thing in men: in — — Eraſmus 
Origene denirthit to be paſſible;that this foly may be ment ſo in 
referred to the general opinton ot men vpon the (ame. + 
As appeareth by this other text of Maule to reoſon of the 
of the ereſſe,is haely to ſuehe as beſeue it not and do 
in heir femaoſyaſe ng ht els but yolie.. 


THI PRAISE 


the pſaltier doveth papnly ſpeake thus bnfo the father; 
Thou knoweſt myne vn uuſdomet , not without fome 
cauſe and reſpecte we ſee in ſcxipturt dom footes any 

ſunple ſoules ſtande highly in God? tausur, whiche 

I take tobe, that lyke as great pz6nces havewpſemen 

in telouſte and ſuſpition, as lulius Cæſar had Brutus 

| and alſo Caſſius, he not hinge helde bpm ſelfe 
adzadde of dzunken Marke 


and as Nero 
_ milkcufted Seneca. and Dionyſius ſtove in doubte of 


Plato, wheras freely on the ather ſyde they gaue them 
ſelues to the tompanie of men, of a groſſer x 
moze ſimple.capacttie:So in line rate dooeth C hyſte 


By Folie and fande to how 
in thele pla 
tes is ment 


godly ſim- 


other place : God bath diſpoſed to ſa the woorld by job 
ite an 0 a 

by wlan, ueſſeſe3ugtbat'by wlan it might nt be'couſerned. Pen 

a wondely Goyhtmlſeife ſuffictenti(confefſe che ſame, woher 

polc:knes ag he trieth by the mouthe of the pꝛophete, J ſhall con- 

| | © | ſeundethe wiſedome of wiſemen,and reprove the —— 

Sagen So Chriſtin an other plate rendeth thank{ 

tothe fathers that Ly — 

w ſeme u and diſcloſed the ſame to youngelinges, ( That is to 
fate) to fooles, (Foz lo the ten woozde ſignifiety.) 

Aà Sndheretoſeruethe manyfolde nippes and tauntes, 

4. wherwith Chztft in divers places ofthe goſpel, vaiteth 

Phariſees;and and Doctours of the lavv, ta- 

ung etneſtiy pet the part ot ſumpie and vnlearned fol- 


kes: Fos is it not an muchs to ſay, ND fer vnte , 


5,48 wo he vnto wiſemen? 
pau, re — 


yr balbes and Phanſee 
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But where kinde pou that euet de charged either pong · 
lynges „ women, oz fillhers; with that lo heaute a 
woozde : Foz it ſemeth pzoperly that he delited muche 
in their ſimplicitee, tuen lyke as thoſe kind? of dumme 
beaſtes were moſte acceptable vato him,that were far- 
deſt removed fromall Foritke wplineſſe, And ther- 
toꝛe choſe he rathelt to ryde on an alle, all be it (ſo plea 
ſpnge hym) he might as ſafely haue beffridden a Lyons 
backe. We reade alſo that the bolie ghoſte deſcended in 
the lpkeneſſe ofa Luluer, and not of an Egle, oʒ a Put- 
tocke . And beſydes this, ſcripture in many places ma- 
keth mention of Gerter; of ſaunes, of ſambes, and ſuche ſe- 
p bealtes.: Lyke as {h1ife bobeth cal his elect and 
en by the name ol Shepe; whiche beate is of all os 
thers the vnwileſt (witnelle/this pꝛouerbe of Ariſto⸗ 
tle) his moners ſanou ofthe ſhepe, or be hath ſhepiſhe cond ici⸗ 
out whichequippein waie afvepzoche is vſed againſte 
blockeheades of the ver ie ſklendzeft capacitee , And pet 
we ſee, how Lhailt ptofeſeth him ſelfe tobe the herde / 
man of ſuch a flocke : Nea and that the moze is, deltted 
him leite inthe name of Lambe, that Iohn the Baptiſt 
gaae him; whan he pointted him thus tothe people: 
Loe bere the lambe of god: whiche reſemblaunce is lyke⸗ 
wyſe cited in many places at᷑ the Apocalipſe. Now 
all theſe tertes that 3 baue alleaged. doe they not plain 
ly tell iſie that mortali men heyng Jocſes, are godly alſo? and 
that chꝛiſt him ſelfe mindynge the relefe and redempti⸗ 
on of mankyndes folie. although he was the ineffable 
wiſevome of the father became yet a maner foole,wber 
as tauyng mans nature vpon bym, he was founde both 
in fourme andhabite 8 other men 3 = 


A 


I PRAISE 


Pauleſa br be wade ſinne alſe, to cue and heaſe the 
ſiennes of the wailde, to whiche lunes pet it pleaſes bym 
to minifire medetines, than the Foſir of the 
croſſe,by the handes of the Apoſiles, being groſſe and 
vnſkilled men: whom natheles he as diligently did pers 
ſwade vuto — — otherwpſe he retired and 
dichozted them from/whſedome;inalturynge theim by 
exemples chewed vpon Children, vpon hunde of the ayre, 
8nd other thinges ſmallie ſenſed er na whute, as whiche ltue 
by no arte noꝛ fezd2ifte,and likewyſe in warning theim 
to tale nocare how the ſbovld vſe their woordes,whan they 
were ought afore iudges and prt ſiſentes and further in jon 
bidding them to ſcke out the acccumpt of times, or the ſuuſſeſt 
momentes of times, Lo the ende ( as who ſapeth (they 
ſhuld not leane to owne pꝛudente, but with whole 
- thought and mynde depende 
to his * — applied, 


2 


Che ta⸗ 

As who ſateth£ 
— toꝛdinge wherto, P 
the tree ot? | ence or 4 6 | 
knowlage vp t mine of man  ſelſe lone: Lyke as ſayntt Ber» 
bzought in nard alſo folowing (as I take it) Maules ſaped opus 
dead. an ccrfcundeth the hilli, ßeren TuciſereſtabliſBedhis ſeate, 
93 | 33 cmy ried 


perdone 
| Helm not ſon 
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In lezte that who ſo ener dooe axe at god fozgenerieſſe 
of their ſinnes, although they wittingly did committe 
the (ame, yet wil they die a certapne colour and pꝛetext 
of Folie; foz thepz evcuſe 2 Foz ſodooeth Aaron in the 
bone of Numbres (it J well remembze me) deſire pers 


Inge. J ney the (O lorde) not to ſaie to dur charge this ſinne, 

— — — qty mas cre | 
p2ap to bim, Fer if apereth-(ſayde he) 
iat J haar.idopne fooliſhly .: T han agapne hoſrife Da⸗ 
upd ſpeaketh fapze and to tho loꝛdʒ tu this wyſe, 
But I pre tße (0 lord) te — 
waunt, ſeeyng we haue Az it he 
ſhould opteyne no mercte; vnletle he bad laced — 
tnconſid;aance te hate. ut what tpeake we of Das 
uid ( knowyng how Chili toe tonne ol god hangynge 
on the croſie vid in this mile make interceffion lu bis 
—— — — 


maner wailing to R 
teined themercieof 
mine increduſce. 


r expoſition make, 
mercy, than that els J Houlde 
nothansobteyiied it thauyng lapde the wyte on Fo- 
ve : And no leſſe maheth foz vs; that ſatynge of Danid 
in the „ INESIEGETE the tre ſpaſſes ef my 
ycuth, and mine i bre ct, Doe you marke 
— colours he boingeth in-foz his purgation 


Veiter 3 dode tuer attom⸗ 


pany» 


done of the pprniſhment that his wines ſauſtes deſemed, S aie⸗ 1 


Theſe wo} 
des muſt 

not be wie 
ſted to any 


cuil ſenſe - 


othcrwiſe 
than the 
autour 
ment. 


deeth olcue life, briefly ſeme to be ſo a end poſt off com- 
men ſenſis, — fy, es if then ſcuſes dx eſſid not in 
t5cſe bodies thei lem wt 21th theim, but rather in ſowe 0s 
Ger manſon place v r of theirs I 


4 | | 0 kuots 


bre , to expzelle the 


THR PRAISE 


ſpeaking it in the wanne 
the greatter topie and daboun⸗ 
dante ol his Folie. As it were an endleſſe las 
bour tell you tute frhereeemples lo to kuti by 
ſhoꝛtly, J ſay in my tonct ite, that Chriſtian Religion 
ſcemeth to haue a certapne ſibſhyp with ſimpiptitre, x 
deuoute ellen an nothing agreing with han- 


d ignor 


— Gines 

to church ſeruite,. and holy 

t thereat, in ſoꝛt that euer 
== ſce thetm appzoche nereſt vnto 
a tertayne inſtinttion ot natus 
ng thetm to god. Toynke alſo 

aurs and founders of Chriſten 
| sſharpe aduerſaries of al Science, and 
men truſtynge to their owne tunninge, as otherwpſe 
— ' ſumpltcitte and plaineſſe.' Zaſrlie 
in wy D no maner fooles are in apparete 
moze ideo lde, ban uche are totallyt rauiſſhed ; and 
enflamed withthe a zent zeale of Chriſten chte. £0 
laueſhly they deaſe their grads aliode, forgrt — 1 Aati 
vnto them, ſuffice theim ſeſues to he —— » put 10 
We raſa end foes Ehenre al pleafures. — 
bodie, are Irdie vp and wade ſette with faſimg, ca eſynge, 
e — (d —— and deſire 
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know no: how forall, but well maye it to thecommen 
tudgement of men, apprece to be a very madneſſe, oꝛ ra 
uynge or the wittes. Meruaile ye the lefſe therfoze, 


that the apeſtles were iudged by the wpcked Erbnikes 
to le dium. ces as iftheir hedde: were cmercharged with n w 


mine. And that Paule likewiſe wos Folden jo mad dt. oj Fe- 
os the preſidet of june. in theſe wozdes, I Fox 1a eſt pouſe 
mut he learning of bokes hath vinuedl tſit into a mad ue ſſe. 

_ ſepnge J haue ones taken vpon me to plate the 
dottreſſe. pxtting on a Lycns hide (as they ſaye) let me 
notficke now to goe 1bzough withall , and to teache 
pou this allo, that the ſeite ſame ftlititie, whyche £h2v 
UHans doo'ſo hotely di ſpze, and by ſo many labours 


n 


Taketheſx 
wood 9 
to be (pos 
ken vnder 
the perion 
of Foue, 


Foly ſpes 


doo ſeke fo2,ts naughtels than a certapne kynde of ra- kcth. 


uyng in the ſp:tte, and godly fooliſſheneſſe. usbyche 
wozdes J wculd not pe ſhould grate on;no; take thetm 
at the wooꝛſt, but rather note the thing in derde as it li⸗ 
eth. Foz fy:ff ye muſt thinke,how Chriſtians in thys 
doo fullye agree with the opinion of platos Se⸗ 
how the ſcule of man [ring dia ned and entangled 
ia the — y leades of the bodie,cannct as being dvſked with 
the — of 2 and take 54 of the ſight 
of beats thin ore in deede, MWherupon Plato 
— „. to be a meditacion or eme m ban of 
dearh.qn as muche as it placketh and rety2eth he mtade 
ot man from viſible and co2pozall thing? , to thole chat 
are inuiſible and ghoſtly; wwhicteeffect is in death als 
fo. Therloze ſo lunge as the ſoute within man doeth 
rigbrly and in due wiſe peruſe the Organs of the bo- 
die, ſo longe is that man called ſounde, and of good di ſ⸗ 
ve but whan ſame of thoſe bandes oz tonduites 
0 Siu . 


} 
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BDiuſnitie 
in rauers. 


foz madde 


— — 


HE PRAISE 


beynge ones periſhed, ſhe dooeth buſilylabovr forecos 
ner hir kreedome, minding a certaine flight(as it were) 


T 


and bꝛeakyng loſe from that hir fleſſhely pziſon the bo⸗ 
vie , by whi glyng the whole frame of the ſenſis, 
and in powecs is diſiotgned, you dooe holde him 


and out of their right minds, whiche paſſion 
ik it come perhaps th:oagh infirmitee, oz faultinefſe of 
any of thoſe Organs, than dooe all men pzeciſely as 
gree, — platne Madnes: How be it we ſee that 
euin this kynde ol r rauers dooe ſometyme alſo p;ophe: 


Gewpng to haue in eim J wote never what elpere of 
newinſpuacion and dun 
ceth, becauſe the ſ 
made freer from bodtes poke and contagiouines be 
| and welde hir ſeife;acco;e 
dynge to the pꝛopertee of hir owone nature. And vpon 
lpke ottaſiõ many labouring in the extreme pang? 
of death, are mu —— — — nt 
like hereto, as often as (f they were rauiſhed in a trafice 
they dooe ſpeake o eee 
gnyng to an other e. Durt and il the ſatde 
wandꝛynge ol the dooe befalle a man foz that he 
is right pallyngly moued and ſtirred vp with the lous 
of heauenly thyngs, I doubt now whether it male beg 
kynde ol madneſſe, yet ſure it is 
many men nowadales wil doubt 
o tepute that his feruent aftectionto= 
e dotage of the minde. Qamely 


to nere ſyb therto 
neuer à whitte to 
ward? gods fo; a 


enn a (malle numbze of che ley good ſoules 4s ars 
| deigned 
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deteigned therboith, doo in all theyz deedes, and ſinprig 
reptne,and diſagree from the whole bande of other moz 
taitmen. vherfoze{ J ſuppoſe}they are ſcrued , as 
Plato feigneth, that cane of thoſe priſoners was, that ſatte 
bemnden in adarke denne v nder ground(cs before } receited vn 
to you) wheras naupht was ſeen eis, ſauinge ſhadowes and rev 
preſentacions of thinges. That where by chaunce the ſaide 
priſoner eſcaped cut of the denne, and ſo commynce abrode into 
#f.is worlde,ſa'w verie thin ges as they were in deedegeturning 
of gocd will to his ſelowes,to aduertiſe theim of the enen 

Were in, he was no whitte beleeyed of theim, but rather ſaug 
to ſcorne: For wheras he like a man of wiſedt me and experis 
ence ſeemed to pitie their madneſſe and great blindneſſe in miſs 
lunge ſo of thinges, thei on the other ſide did potte at bim, and 
truſt bim cut of their com panie, ſor a frantike ſoole. So fas 


reth it by the vulgar ſoꝛte ofmen, who cõmeniy baue — 


thoſe thing? in greateſt pꝛite and admtration, that are 


moſt ſenſuall and bodilp, as whiche thep take to be one⸗ woꝛldly 
lie and none other: wheras goddẽ folkes on the other godly men 


paxt. what cuer dꝛaweth ner eit to the bodily dle, do the 
fooner ther ſoꝛe deſpiſe and ſet light by it, foʒſomuthe 
as thep are holy tauiſched and geuin to the contemplas 
tion of inuiſible thing?. Foꝛ as wozldlpng? haue ry⸗ 
theſle in beſt reputatiõ, next therto eſtemyng the weale 
ol theyz bodtes, and leſt regardinge the pꝛolite ot theyꝛ 
ſoules, in caſe they regardettall,foz ſome of them be- 
lene there is ſoule , becauſe they tan not ſee it at the 
eie: So agapne deuout perfons put thepz whole confl- 
dence in god, being the ſumpleſt and moſtpure thyng of 
alt others. aud ſecondly do thrariſhe that, that dzaweth 
nereſt to him. q meane the lpztte,veſlowing no colt no 

| | | tendanes 
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tzßeim as not poſſeſſyng theim,by realon thepvaryſomuch 


THE PRAISE 


— their bodies, nor on pleaſures belonging ta 
the lame. But money of all thyng? they neglecte, and 
ſet no ſtoze by, no moʒe than ye woulde dooe by thynges 
ſuperfluous , 02 rather nopſome . That and it᷑ ( mait 
chaunce)at any time thei be enfozſed to go about wozlds 
ly afayzes , I can tell pon yet, that they doe it euilwth 
ing, and nd with a ſpited fomake. So that (Payle 
ſateth) thei haue goades, as not hauing 2 aud poſſeſſe 


from the vntuerſall and vulgar ſozteofmen. Foz 
although the Senſes haue all a certaine parentage and 
kpnneſhpp with the body, yet be there of the lame, ſome 
groffer in ſubſtaunte, as are fealing, bearing, ſeynge, ſmeſ- 


| Gingyand taſtung: ſome agapne moze ſeuered and remo⸗ 
- uedfrom the bodp, as is memorie, vnderſianding, and frees 


Saincte 
Barnarde 


düke oyle 
in ſtede of 
wpne. 


rile andpzegnaunt in thoſe groſſe rude ſenſes of the bo⸗ 
die being as blunt 


will, Now ſeinge that the ſoule of man bath therein 
molt ſtrength and vigour, wherunto ſhe moſte —— 
bir ſelfe,therfoze it cometh to paſſe, that holy men, the 
fo:ce of whoſe ſpꝛites is wholp bent vpon thinges ton⸗ 
templattue,whiche are moſt diſtaunt and aliened from 
the groler ſenſes , doo fare in the reſt, as yl they were 
benummed, oz hag of iudgemet as domme beaff? are, 
uoheras contrary the ſoules of vulgar people are moſt 


dulle pet, in the other fiue pows 
ers of the witte, And herevpon(J thynke) it cometh, 
that ſome deaoute perſones (as it is wꝛitten of theym) 
did without appercetuing the difference, dzinke lampe 
oyle in ſteede gf wine. So lykewpſe as concernyng the 
affections of the minde,ſome ol them be of faſter league 
and . to the body, as are fleſblie luſte , 8 to 


— 
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fode or ſiepey ire, pride, and euie, with ruthe other diſoz- 
dinate motious, wh erwidh holy men are eucr at vapea 
ſible warre, but the vulgars not oneip doo nat eſchew, 
bat rather embzace theim, as ſuppoſynge they tan not 
liue without theym. Than againe, ſome other attecti⸗ 
ons are entredeux and indifferent to hothe partes, wt 
che we male name N ataral, as the reverence a man beareth 
towardes jat heraud mother, tñe channeſſe be beth cuer bis chil 
dren, the laue he oweth to his kinſjokes and friendes, wpth 
ſuche lyke. nohithe ſayd Middle affections are had al 
ſo in ſome degree and pzice amonges commen people; 
though nat ſo muche as the other. But holp men wpll 
ſtruggle to rate them alſo out of theyꝛ hert?,ſaupng as 
farfaozth as thep be ghoſtly, and make rather towar- 
des the hiegheſt part of man, which is the Sprite, than 
any other fleſſhely appetites: by whych conueighancs 
thepmaieloue thep; parent? not as they; parent ꝭ ( toʒ 


alſo ought to be referres to god the maker of all thyn- 
Pia. bat loue theim rather as falkes, in whome 
image of the ſpzite of god diſſheth.u9hyche 
ſaled reſemblance they call verie felicitie, as the great 
pry good that map be bad, yea ſuche (they ſaye) as one 
ly. and none other,ſhulde be beloued, required and wi⸗ 
after. And ſo by this ſayd rule, doo they meaſure 
iykewpſe all the other partes and duities al this lyfe: 


here pꝛeſentip at the eie .it ſo be they das not fully con- 
[nad lame, pet ſure they ſette muche leſſe therby, 
| page thinges,whiche mate not oatwardely be 

Pes they mene tchurche ſacra⸗ 
mentes, 


what els begat they ſauyng they; bodies: yet euin that 


it cometh to palſe,that what euer thing is lern 


Diuerlitie 
of afcecti; 
ons, 


ane beunde to folow and expreſſe,bothe in daunting, Jogoinge 
and furying of all 


. bſed ab 
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mentes,and woꝛkes of charitie there may be tried ont 
bothe a p heſtſineſſe and a bedilueſſe: As fs; le, Jn 
faſting they bolde it not ſufficient for s man to al ſteine from en 
ting of ſſeſſfe a hieße ular folke ſuppoſe to be the entiere and 
perſeft fate, vnſeſſe that he rebate ſome at alſe from bis offes 
Alicns,in ger yng leſſe taines than before to his anger, ot in ents 
ting bis prides combeſForter,orin lightning him ſeſe of bis Fos 
ſily peize,to the ende ßis ſprite mai the nim bier cim be vp to 
the pripe and mie ion of heavenly thinges, Likewiſe in bows 


ſell, end receining of the ſaeramen /, lbeit )ſay they ) the ceres 
monies and cirt um ſtaumces Vſed about the ſame, cn ght not fo be 
negſedled yet muſt we take them of them ſelfe alone to be little 


aueila ble, or rather hurtſulſ, vnleſſe the other part which is ſpi 
ntuall, be added alſo theruntoz that is to ſay, the thing it ſelfe, 
hic ße by thoſe out werde ſignes is repreſented, For repreſens 
tec is the death of Chriſt therby;whiche death hne m? 


affe*tions,fo the end thei male riſe as 
gaine, being reſtored toſa new ſiſe, as Vnited therby vuto chift 
and made alſcne amonges theim ſelves, Thele miltertes 
are by godly and ſpiritual meaners ſcined in this ſozt: 
but leude folke commenly do take the Moſſe ſacrifice to 
be ofnone other effect,than as it were a tertame church 
ſeruſte, wherin thepfully did their duittes, allonge as 
they be pꝛeſent at it, ſtanding as nere the altare as thei 
maie to here the wop2d? of the pꝛieſt, oꝛ chauntinge of 
the N other lyke ceremontes and obſernaſic? 

at the lame. How not only in theſe two point 
tes, whiche fo2 exemples ſake J haue ſet tofoze pom, 
but genera'ty bout all their liuing holy men woll 
tue From thoſe tying{,that lauout of the bodye, as be- 


OF FOLIE: 
ing rapte and dzawen vp to the other, that are ghofits 


And inuiſible. In ſo muche ther foze as there is ſuche 
diuerſitie and diſcencion in al yoynctes betwene theſe 
two trades of men it cometh to paſſe. that eche a them 
dos take other foz madde and diſtraught, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding(in my conceipte)that name mate rightlier be ap- 
plied vuto holy men, than vulgar people: whiche ye 
wall plapnelicr perceiue why,as ſoone I haut bateflye 
(accazding to my pꝛomiſe) declared vnto vou, how the 
finall mede and g werdone, that Chnjien men dos lobe ofteryis 


nanpht els than a certaine ſweete raving,aud ſimple. aljenacion 
of the minde: wherin efteſones J requyze vou, not to 


ſo that the further #further a louers hert is diſtraught 
from him ſelle, to dwell with the beloued. the moꝛe and 
moꝛe he retoyſeth. And whan the minde ſekoth to wan 
der fro the bodie,noz occupieth the powers of the ſame 
in the due vlc, who will call this otherwiſe than plapne 
madnefſc?; Foz els why dos pou vbſe tommenlpe thys 
phꝛaſe of ſpechez he is aut of bim ſelfey and retowne man to 
thy ſelſe, and be is come agnine to bim ſelſe. It foloweth 
therkoze, how muche moze perfect, andthe depeller ſus 
the loue is inipzefled; that ſo muche the greatter , and 
-the bliſſuller is the rage alſo, usbiche ſo beyinge that 
ſoul} yet pinned within 1 bodily foloꝭ may N 
| 9 if au. 


Marke 
how Folie 
dalicth in 
hir woꝛdes 
whiche are 
to be con⸗ 
fkrucd to a 
good ſenſe 
oz els to be 
but as a 
tale of 
Folie, 


THE PRAISE 


— doo with luche fernencie aſyyꝛe: 

ite as vanquiſſher, and farre moze 
dꝛaw vp, and conuerte the bodte 
: which the may doo the ealilier 


Tranſfo:- 
macion of 
— ditations to be the meter and moꝛe apte te receiue ſu- 
ſptite, the a ghoſtlp tranſfozmacion. And than agapne, the 

| ſpꝛite ſelfe ſhalbe aplouflp rauiſſhed and ſoked vp 
by the farre moze 
bighelt ſpꝛite of all, u 


rated, by none other — biegh Serbe 
telititie, ſauinge onely becauſe they as wholy being il⸗ 
- ſned out ot theim lelues, ſhall entoy and be participant 
of that vnſpeakeable heavenly ſweeteneſſe, pꝛoteding 
from a pure and right per fette pleaſure, thꝛoughe the 
myght of god, the greateſt good of all, that rauiſſheth 
and attyzeth all thing? te it ſelfe, How -albeit thys 
ſapd felicitie is than moſte amply and abſolutely enjoy 
ed,whan the ſoules t the reſurrection day beinge re⸗ 
ſtoꝛed to theyꝛ owns bodies, ſhall toynttiy reteiue im⸗ 
The like ot moztalitte:yet in aſmnche as the lite of good Chiſtiãs 
good Chi ig nanght els than a tontinuall meditation 02 tertayne 
mansa chadow as it were of that life to tome, it chanteth, that 


pray OH they yet liuing,havefd2 theyꝛ comifozte permiſſion at 
a taſte oꝛ ſanour of that 


life to ſometimes to dill 
come. rewarde behight vnto theim: wWhiche ſayde 


ictze 02 


lente be it but a 99 corre in reſpecteof that large 
flowing 
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flowyng well of eternall felfcitis, yet ſurely it ſurpaſs 
ſeth,and incomparablle extedeſh all other bodilp plea⸗ 
ſares pea although all the delites of all men were who 
ly ioygned and put in one. So muche(loe)are ſptrituall 
thynges to be pzeferred befoze 'tleſſhely thinges, and 
the inuiſible befoze the other viſible. Foz this vndoub⸗ 
tedly is euin the very gwerdone that the prophete pꝛo 
miſeth, Saping, was neuer mans eie ſa we, nor eare hard, 
nor thought of hert yet compaſſed what, and bow ' preat ſelicis 
tie cod bath prepared vnto ſuche as doo ſoue him. And thys 
is Mary Magdalens poꝛtion, whyche by chaunge of 
lyfe ſhall not be plucked awap, but rather be nioze per» 
fitelp tonfpꝛmed. uo ho ſo euer therefoꝛe haue ſuche 
grace (whiche ſare is geuin to few ) by thepz lyfe tyme 
to taſt of this ſayd felicitie. they are ſubiette to a ter⸗ 
tapne paſſion muche lyke vnto madneſſe oz witraupng 
whan rautſſhed ſo in the ſpite, oz being in à traunce, 
they dos ſpeake tertayne thing? not hanging one with 
an other nog after any earthlp fation, dut rather dooe 
put foozth a voyte they wote neuer what, much leſſe to 
be vnderſfove of others: and ſodeinlie without any ap 
parent cauſe why,doochaunge- the ſfate of they: coun- 
tenaunces. Foz nowhall pe ſee theim of glad chere, 
now of as ſad agapne, now they wepe, now they laughe 
now they ſighe, foz bziefe, it is certayne that they are 
wholy digraught and rapt ont of them ſelues. In ſozt 
that whi a little after they tome agayne to their ſoꝛmer 
wittes, they deny plainly thei wote where they became 
o2 whether thei were thã in their bodies, oꝛ out of their 
bodies, waking 'ozUeping:remembzinge alſo as little, 
eee dee v1 than , re: 
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a6 it were th;ougha clouds , 0; by a dzeame: ut bes 
thet know cer that whiles their mindes ſo roged 
and wandzed moſt happie and bliſful,ſo that 
thet lament and wepe at theirretourne-bnta their foz⸗ 
mer ſenſes, as wh ſaieth, nothinge were leefer vnta 
theim tyan continually to raue and be deteigned with 
ſuche a ſpete of madneſſe. And this is but a cectaine 
mache 02 thinne caſte of theyz bliffe to tome, Wut ones 
moze foꝛgetting my ſelle, ) paſſe wy boundes. How be it 
it ougbt ſhail ſeeme vnco pou to haue ben ſayde of me 
moze knappiſſhelp thi became me,oz with moze wozd? 
than neded, thynke J pzap pou, that J was the ſpea- 
ker,being bothe Folie, and a woman. Net foz all thatre 
membꝛe the Greke pꝛouerbe, that oftentimes a jooſe maie 
ſpeoke to prrpoſe vnlelle perchdce pe thinke that this mas 
. kethnowhitte fo . F-percetue pe loke fa2 an 
Epiloge 03 af my tale, but than ſure pe are 
verie fooles, if pe wene that J — Tie 
what J baue ſpoken, aſtet ente 
ment ot wozy? powzed foozthe. The olde 
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